
March 2017 - Issue 256 ﻿

October 2003 Erie Pride weekend pages 9-12EGN
Erie Gay News

Pennsylvania LGBTQA Health 
Conference June 14-15
from Tobacco Free Allegheny 

We would like to invite you to attend the free 
two day LGBTQA Health Conference addressing 
LGBTQA health disparities based on emerging data. 
For the full schedule, visit Tobacco Free Allegheny’s 
webpage tobaccofreeallegheny.org

Pennsylvania Physician General Dr. Rachel 
Levine and Dr. Scout, director of  LGBT Healthlink, 
will serve as keynote speakers for the 2 day event. 10 
continuing education credits will be offered to those 
that attend.

We have limited space so please RSVP at the link 
below as soon as possible. To register, go to tobac-
cofreeallegheny.org and click on lgbtqconference.asp

Location: Pittsburgh Marriott North, 100 Cran-
berry Woods Drive, Cranberry Township, PA 16066. 

Info: 814-451-7855 (continued on page 4)

GEAE HOCKEY NIGHT: 
Greater Erie Alliance for 
Equality (GEAE)  held 
their annual GEAE Hockey 
Night  on February 18 
at Erie Insurance Arena 
There was a yummy buf-
fet and good times with 
friends and supporters. 
Photo: Mike Mahler

Become a 2017 NW PA Pride Donor!
from NW PA Pride Alliance

This year the Northwest Pennsylvania Pride Alli-
ance Inc is already hard at work to make 2017 and the 
25th year of  Pride special for the entire community. 
We look forward to having our Pride Fest in June of  
2017 during the traditional PRIDE month, and we have 
the Pride Picnic and other events planned throughout 
the summer and fall.  The support of  individuals and 
organizations in our community has been the catalyst 
for furthering the Alliance’s mission: Improving the 
visibility of  the LGBTQIA community and facilitating 
communication and collaboration between groups and 
individuals. We are asking for your support in 2017 as 
we celebrate 25 years of  Pride in NWPA.

Donors like you make it possible for the Alliance 
to organize, sponsor, and/or host events such as the 
Pride Festival and the Pride Picnic. The Alliance also 
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info@eriegaynews.com 
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Editor: Mike Mahler
Assistant Editor and Layout: Deb Spilko 
Ad Design: Mike Lipiec 
Deadline for next issue: March 13; Fold-
ing and distribution is Tue, Mar 21 at 
Lake Erie Counseling, 301 W 10th.

ISSN 2159-1792
The Erie Gay News is published monthly as a source 
of  news, events, information, and support for gays, 
lesbians, bisexuals, transgender people (GLBTs), their 
families, friends, and supporters in the Erie PA area.
We welcome and encourage all readers to submit timely 
news, comments, and opinions of  interest to local 
GLBTs for publication in these pages. Please include 
your contact information with any piece you submit.

THANKS
From Your Friends at Erie Gay News

To Lake Erie Counseling Associates for hosting! Andrea, 
Johauna, Kim, Kyle Hannon, Rex Apps, Richard Guy, Trish 
Catalano, and Wanda Watkins for folding; Jerry McCumber, 
Johauna, Kim, Rex Apps, Richard Guy, and Trish Catalano 
for distribution; Mike Lipiec for ad layout & etc. If you’re 
interested in helping out, contact Michael Mahler at (814) 
456-9833 or info@eriegaynews.com. 
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Does your partner. . .  
Call you names? 
Criticize how you look/act/parent? 
Control who you spend time with/talk to? 
Keep tabs on your every move? 
Threaten to “out” you? 

LGBTQIA Domestic Violence. . .  
                   End the Silence. 

 
Domestic Violence affects every age, race, religion, or  

sexual orientation. 

 

       Emotional 
     =        Abuse 

SafeNet 454-8161     SafeNet, Inc.           www.safeneterie.org 



(Continued from front page)

Community News

Counseling Services
Individuals - Couples - Families

Addictions - Depression - Anxiety
Trauma - Yoga Instruction

8 2 5 - 2 9 3 0

MARY LYNN ROTE, LPC, CADC
DARCEY LOCKE, LCSW
CHAREN PASKY, LCSW

JILLIAN RHOADES, LCSW
RHONDA RAMIREZ, LPC
ROB GIANNAMORE, LPC

ABC’s OF BUILDING BETTER LIVES

4320 Dexter Ave. Erie, PA 16504
For more information on this business visit

www.marylynnrote.com

participates in various community events to promote 
awareness of  LGBTQIA issues, and supports the ef-
forts and activities of  other groups dedicated to the 
health and wellbeing of  the LGBTQIA community.

See our website at www.nwpapride.org for in-
formation about becoming or continuing as a donor 
of  the NW PA Pride Alliance. Although we welcome 
donations throughout the year, to maximize the impact 
of  your tax deductible contribution and to be included 
on promotional materials for this year’s Pride events, 
please have donations in by Thursday June 1st. Checks 
should be made payable to NW PA Pride Alliance, Inc.

If  you have questions about the NW PA Pride 
Alliance or would like to discuss becoming a donor, 
please contact donations@nwpapride.org or call (814) 
314-9075. The board members and volunteers of  the 
NW PA Pride Alliance look forward to the continued 
support of  our current partners as well as forming new 
relationships in the Erie community.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Correction: NW PA Pride Alliance 
new board and officers 
from Erie Gay News

In last month’s issue, we missed mentioning 
NW PA Pride Alliance new advisory board member 
Christine Temple. Erie Gay News regrets the error.

VisitErie Including LGBT section in 
Hello Erie App
from VisitErie

 VisitErie has added an LGBT section to our 
Hello Erie mobile app!  It has the same content as 
the LGBT web page on VisitErie.com.  VisitErie has 
over 21,000 downloads of  this app and they promote 
it heavily throughout the year. 

DEADLINE for next issue of  EGN 
March 13
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Community News

PLEASE
RECYCLE
US!

Tables at Pride Fest on June 24
from NW PA Pride Alliance

NW PA Pride Alliance invites you to participate 
as a table at this year’s Pride Fest, to be held on Saturday, 
June 24 from 2 to 4 PM in Perry Square at W. 6th and 
State, Erie PA. Set-up will begin at noon. All tables are 
expected to remain set up until the end of  the festival. 
Registering for tables for those who had a table at last 
year’s Pride Fest began on February 1, and table regis-
tration for everyone else begins on March 1. The cost 
to participate is $15 per table and must be paid in full 
by Thursday, June 1. The cost includes one 8-foot 
table and two chairs. Checks should be made payable 
to: NW PA Pride Alliance and mailed to PO Box 11448, 
Erie PA 16514. The festival will be held outdoors and 
will take place rain or shine. You may bring a canopy 
up to 10 x 10 for shade. Electricity is unavailable to 
tables for this event. 

To get a table agreement for Pride Fest, please 
email tables@nwpapride.org. Please specify whether 
you will be an info table (no physical items sold at 
your table) or vending (physical items may be sold at 
your table)

Please provide the following information: 
1. Your Name and contact info
2. Business/Organization Name
If  you are vending, please provide the additional 

information:
3. Whether you are a handmade crafter or an 

independent consultant 
4. Type of  items sold 
A contract will be sent to you once your response 

has been received. 

The Ninth Annual Keystone 
Conference A Celebration of Gender 
Diversity
from TransCentralPA

TransCentralPA is proud to announce that the 
ninth Annual Keystone Conference is scheduled for 
March 22 -26 2017, at the Sheraton Harrisburg Hershey, 
at 4650 Lindle Road, Harrisburg PA.

The conference exists to provide vital informa-
tion to those that identify as transgender as well as 
an opportunity to connect them with health care and 
other service providers.  Added this year are two new 
features, a Family and Youth Program and a program 
in cooperation with the Pennsylvania Medical Society 
to train health care professionals on the methods of  
opening a medical practice to transgender patients.

TransCentralPA hosts the Keystone Conference, 
the largest Transgender conference in the mid-Atlantic 
region.  The annual attendance has grown to 700 at-
tendees from all 50 states, half  of  Canada, and 12 other 
foreign countries.  With an estimated economic impact 
of  nearly three-quarter  million dollars to the economy 
of  Harrisburg and South Central Pennsylvania, the 
Keystone Conference is the largest conference to be 
held in Harrisburg each year.

TransCentralPA is a federally-recognized 501c3 
Non-profit organization dedicated to serving the 
Transgender community in and around Central Penn-
sylvania.  The organization is committed to providing 
advocacy and caring support for transgender individu-
als, their significant others, families, friends and allies. 
TransCentralPA also provides gender education and 
information to businesses, organizations, educational 
institutions and governmental agencies. 

Visit transcentralpa.org
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KNOW KNOW KNOW    
YOURYOURYOUR   

STATUS!STATUS!STATUS!   

1 in 6 people with HIV 
don’t know they have it. 

GETGETGET   
TESTED!TESTED!TESTED!   

FREE Confidential Oral HIV Testing 

1202 State Street  4401 Iroquois Avenue 
Erie, Pennsylvania 

 

Monday—Thursday 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 

Services available for persons living with HIV:  
HIV Specialty Care  Primary Medical Care 

Dental & Vision Care  Medication and 
Insurance Assistance  Translation Services 

For more information, call:  

814-455-7222 or 1-866-220-9800  
Extension 477 

This ad made possible by a Federal Grant under  
the Ryan White Care Act of 1990. 

Community News
Shiver with Antici....pation for 
Drenched Fur 13 
by Gary Snyder

Drenched Fur is about to host their 13th year 
here in Erie PA during the weekend of  March 30th thru 
April 2nd, 2017. And this year, their theme inspiration 
is the cult classic film, The Rocky Horror Picture Show!

The weekend of  activities for the bear commu-
nity and its friends is nearly sold out for full weekend 
packages. BUT there are several individual events 
available for ala carte pricing/choices. For information 
about these events visit www.drenchedfur.com. Con-
tact: Gary Snyder. (814) 446-2327. info@drenchedfur.
com.

Note: Drenched Fur events are for adult males 
21 and older.
Mar 30 (Thu) - Damnit Janet Karaoke (Bel-Aire 
Hotel and Conference Center, 2800 W 8th St, Erie, 
PA) 11 PM. In Maxi’s Tuscan Grille.

Mar 31 (Fri) - Tastebuds Beer Tour (Bel-Aire Hotel 
and Conference Center, 2800 W 8th St, Erie, PA) 12 
PM - 4 PM. $40 per person in advance.

Mar 31 (Fri) - ‘Don’t Dream It, Be It’ Costume 
Dance (Bel-Aire Hotel and Conference Center, 2800 
W 8th St, Erie, PA) 11 PM. With DJ Tony Ruiz in the 
ballroom. $5 per person.

Apr 1 (Sat) - Escape Room Adventure Groups (Bel-
Aire Hotel and Conference Center, 2800 W 8th St, 
Erie, PA) 11 AM- 4 PM. $30 per person in advance.

Apr 1 (Sat) - Tastebuds Wine-o Tour (Bel-Aire Hotel 
and Conference Center, 2800 W 8th St, Erie, PA) 12 
PM - 4 PM. $40 per person in advance.

Apr 1 (Sat) - Drenched Fur Private Water Park 
Event (Splash Lagoon Indoor Water Park, 8091 Peach 
Street, Erie, PA) 10 PM - 2 AM. Exclusive after-hours 
private event. $40 in person, cash or charge. Admit-
tance only between 10 PM & 11 PM.

Apr 2 (Sun) - Bear Vendor Mall (Bel-Aire Hotel and 
Conference Center, 2800 W 8th St, Erie, PA) 9 AM - 
11 AM. Open to locals (Free).

Visit www.drenchedfur.com
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Calendar
Detailed calendar listings in our online calendar

www.eriegaynews.com

Feb 10 - Mar 11 - Exhibit: Diversity (Graffiti Gal-
lery, National Transit Building 206 Seneca Street, Oil 
City, PA) “The Diversity exhibition will explore artists’ 
interpretation of  the word.  It hopes to encourage dis-
cussion, awareness and celebration of  the theme. ...The 
show runs Fridays and Saturdays February 10th - March 
11th from noon to 6pm.” www.graffitigalleryoc.org/ 

Feb 17 - Mar 5 - “A Chorus Line” (Erie Playhouse, 13 
W. 10th) www.erieplayhouse.org “One singular sensa-
tion!” www.erieplayhouse.org/

Feb 23-26 (Thu - Sun) “A Man of  No Importance” 
Mercyhurst University, Taylor Little Theatre, Erie PA 
‘When Alfie Byrne attempts to put on an amateur pro-
duction of  Oscar Wilde’s Salome in the local church 
hall in 1964, he confronts the forces of  bigotry and 
shame over a love ‘that dare not speak its name.””. 
miac.mercyhurst.edu

 Feb 23-Mar 18 - “Stop Kiss” Subversive Theatre, 
Buffalo NY. “breathtakingly honest glimpse at love, 
fear, homophobia, and hate crime as two young ladies 
come to the brink of  discovering something beautiful 
just as the bigots close in.” subversivetheatre.org

Feb 24 & 25 (Fri-Sat)  - Family Acceptance Project: 
Increasing Family Support & Building Healthy 
Futures for LGBT Youth Featured presenter Caitlin 
Ryan PhD, ACSW Allison Park PA and Meadville 
PA. Presented by Western Pennsylvania Reconciling 
Ministries. This program is offered for 6 hours of  
social work continuing education (412)624-3711 www.
stpaulsumc.com

Feb 24-26 (Fri-Sun) - Cabin Fever Weekend Hosted 
by Erie Sisters & Brothers. (Bel-Aire Clarion Hotel, 
2800 W 8th., Erie.) Clarion reservations (814) 833-
1116. No advance reg. for Cabin Fever Weekend. 

Feb 25 (Sat) - Out & About LGBT social group 
craft beer & game night (Rye’s Craft Beer & Whis-
key, 124 Federal Plaza West, 2nd floor , Youngstown, 
OH) 8-12PM “Join us for our next meetup for the 
LGBTQ community and come out and make some 
new friends and connections... Total cost is $20 and 
includes a sampler of  craft beers.” On Facebook: Out 
& About Youngstown

Feb 25 (Sat) - TransFamily of  NWPA (Erie) Trans-

gender Support Group meets (Crime Victim Center 
of  Erie County, 125 W 18th St, Erie, PA ) 2 - 5 PM. 
Contact: Caitlyn (814) 823-1969. Caitlynxpress@gmail.
com. www.facebook.com/TransfamilyOfNWPA. 

Feb 25 (Sat) - Erie Sisters & Brothers Transgender 
Support Group meets (Unitarian-Universalist Cong. 
of  Erie, 7180 Perry Hwy, Erie, PA) 7 PM. (440) 265-
8191. shub1@suite224.net. eriesisters.ning.com

Feb 25 (Sat) - Drag Night (M & J’s Lounge, 124 
Mercer St, Butler, PA) BYOB, membership required, 
purchase from bartender. www.facebook.com/Man-
dJsLounge.

Feb 27-Mar 2 - “When We Rise” ABC 9PM. Docu-
drama miniseries “Chronicles the real-life personal and 
political struggles, set-backs and triumphs of  a diverse 
family of  LGBT men and women who helped pioneer 
one of  the last legs of  the U.S. Civil Rights movement” 
Based in part on Cleve Jones’ memoir of  the same 
name. abcallaccess.com/abc_show/when-we-rise/

Mar 1 (Wed) - LBT Women of  Erie go to “Hell or 
High Water” crime/western (Erie Art Museum, 411 

With competitive rates and 
personal service, it’s no wonder 
more drivers trust State Farm®.  
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

1001142.1
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 

State Farm Indemnity Company 
Bloomington, IL

Natalie Braddock, Agent
1338 East 38th St
Erie, PA  16504
Bus: 814-825-3186
natalie@nataliebraddock.com 

Ride with 
the #1 car 
insurer in 
Pennsylvania
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support the community through advocacy efforts and 
education to the larger cisgender community, and we 
attend to charges of  discrimination experienced by 
transgender youth in Erie County. Contact: Caitlyn 
Strohmeyer. caitlynxpress@gmail.com. www.facebook.
com/groups/TransFamilyYouth

Mar 5 & 8 - “All About Eve” (1950) (Tinseltown, Erie 
PA) Part of  TCM Big Screen Classics series. 

Mar 8 (Wed) - Bears Do Dinner #45 - Skyline 
Restaurant (Skyline Restaurant And Pizzeria, 1301 E 
Grandview Blvd, Erie, PA) 6:30 PM. “Join the Bears 
for a casual dinner of  food and conversation! Dinner 
is on your own.” Contact: Gary Snyder. (814) 446-
2327. info@drenchedfur.com. www.drenchedfur.com. 

Mar 10 (Fri) - National Women and Girls HIV/
AIDS Awareness Day

Mar 11 (Sat) - Erie LGBT Rainbow Alliance meets 
(Lake Erie Counseling Associates, 301 W 10th St, Erie, 
PA) 1 - 3 PM. Co-facilitators: Chelsea Nicole, Dale 
Allgeier, LCSW. (814) 455-4009. ErieLGBTRainbowAl-
liance@gmail.com

Mar 11 (Sat) TransFamily of  Meadville Transgender 
Support Group (CHAPS Building, first floor, 944 
Liberty St., Meadville, PA) 2-5 PM. Contact: Richelle 
Kohler. richellekohler@hotmail.com. www.facebook.
com/TransfamilyOfNWPA.

Mar 11 (Sat) - St. Patrick’s Day Party & Our 6 Year 
Anniversary Party (M & J’s Lounge, 124 Mercer St, 
Butler, PA) BYOB, membership required, purchase 
from bartender. www.facebook.com/MandJsLounge.

Mar 12 (Sun) - LBT Women of  Erie meets (Brew 

Calendar
State St, Erie, PA) Doors open at 6p.m. movie 7 p.m 
Info: Kim (814) 314-9512. ErieBeans@aol.com. www.
facebook.com/LBTWOMENOFERIE. 

Mar 3 (Fri) - G2H2 (Gay Guy/Gal Happy Hour) 
(Bourbon Barrel, 1213 State St, Erie, PA) 6 PM - 8 PM.

Mar 3-26 - Exhibit: “Tightrope: Walk the Line” 
(Soap Gallery, 117 South Champion St., Youngstown 
OH) Exhibit by Craig Matis “this work addresses the 
subject of  the trans* community”Combines 3-D visuals 
with original music. Reception Mar 3 6-9PM.

Mar 4 (Sat) - Boxers Night (M & J’s Lounge, 124 
Mercer St, Butler, PA) BYOB, membership required, 
purchase from bartender. www.facebook.com/Man-
dJsLounge.

Mar 5 (Sun) - TransFamily Youth Transgender 
Support Group meets 2 PM - 5 PM. We provide a 
safe space for all youth who fit somewhere in the gen-
der spectrum, or who are questioning, to share their 
experiences and to obtain support from others who 
have had similar experiences. We welcome anyone 21 
and younger who identifies as gender-variant. We also 

Lake Erie 
Counseling, Inc.

301 West 10th Street
Erie, PA  16502
814-455-4009

www.lakeeriecounseling.com

Proudly celebrating our 20th year 
of providing quality services

to the LGBT community.
Offering caring, confidential 

counseling to Individuals, 
Couples and Families

•Depression  •Anxiety •Relationship issues 
•Family issues •Sexual identity issues 
•Gender identity and transition issues

Most insurances accepted Medicare accepted
Medicaid accepted Sliding fee scale
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Ha Ha at the Colony, 2612 W 8th St, Erie, PA) 12 PM. 
Contact: Kim Conti. (814) 314-9512. ErieBeans@aol.
com. www.facebook.com/LBTWOMENOFERIE. 

Mar 12 (Sun) - Aging With Pride meets (Lake Erie 
Counseling Associates, 301 W 10th St, Erie, PA) 4 - 6 
PM. “Safe, comfortable space for the older LGBT 
individual.”(814) 455-4009. daleallgeier@outlook.com.

Mar 13 (Mon) - Deadline for Erie Gay News April 
2017 print edition (Erie Gay News, 1115 W 7th St, 
Erie, PA) (814) 456-9833. info@eriegaynews.com. www.
eriegaynews.com.

Mar 14 (Tue) - Youngstown PFLAG meets (St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, 323 Wick Ave, Youngstown, OH ) 
6:30 PM. Contact: Marguerite youngstownareapflag@
gmail.com. www.youngstownpflag.org/.

Mar 15 (Wed) - LBT Women of  Erie go to “ELLE” 
drama/thriller (Erie Art Museum, 411 State St, Erie, 
PA)  Doors open at 6p.m. movie 7 p.m Info: Kim (814) 
314-9512. ErieBeans@aol.com. www.facebook.com/
LBTWOMENOFERIE. 

Mar 17 (Fri) - Butler LGBTQ Interfaith Network 
meets (Covenant Presbyterian Church, 230 E Jef-
ferson St, Butler PA, PA) 1 PM. www.facebook.com/
ButlerLgbtqInterfaithNetwork/.

Mar 17 (Fri) - O’Zone St Patricks Day Party (Zone 
Dance Club, 133 W 18th St, Erie, PA) 8 PM - 2 AM. 
“Follow the Rainbow to the Erie’s official gay St 
Patrick’s Day Party...Drink some green beer and wear 
green beads and dance the night away!”www.facebook.
com/TheZoneDanceClub.

Mar 18 (Sat) - LBT Women of  Erie go to Maple 
taste and tours (Hurry Hill Farm Maple Museum, 
11424 Fry Rd, Edinboro, PA)”Meet at 9:45 at  Hurry 
Hill Farm & Museum to  tour the farm and museum; 
from here we will travel to several other Maple farms in 
the area.”  Info: Kim (814) 314-9512. ErieBeans@aol.
com. www.facebook.com/LBTWOMENOFERIE. 
venue hurryhillfarm.org/.

AA Meeting Live & Let Live is an LGBTQA-
friendly AA meeting that meets every Sunday, at 
7PM, at Community United Church, 1011 West 
38th St., Erie, PA. For more information, visit 
www.aaeriepa.org. 

Calendar
Mar 18 (Sat) - Fleetwood Mac & Stevie Nicks Party 
(M & J’s Lounge, 124 Mercer St, Butler, PA) BYOB,  
membership required, purchase from bartender. www.
facebook.com/MandJsLounge.

Mar 20 (Mon) - National Native HIV/AIDS Aware-
ness Day NNHAAD coordination is a combined effort 
between these collaborating agencies: Begay Consulting, 
CA7AE: HIV/AIDS Prevention Project, Center for 
Prevention and Wellness, Council Oaks Training and 
Evaluation, Inc., ETR’s Community Impact Solutions 
Project, Florida Department of  Health - HIV Section, 
Great Plains Tribal Chairmen’s Health Board, National 
Native American AIDS Prevention Center (NNAAPC), 
and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). www.nnhaad.org/.

Mar 21 (Tue) - Erie Gay News folding/distribution 
work party (Lake Erie Counseling, 301 W 10th St, 
Erie, PA 7 PM. Contact: Mike (814) 456-9833. info@
eriegaynews.com. www.eriegaynews.com.

Mar 21 (Tue) - PFLAG Meadville meets (Stone 
United Methodist Church, 956 S Main St, Meadville, 
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Calendar

INFORMING
GAYELLOW PAGESGAYELLOW PAGES

Informorming 
the Lesbian, 

Gay, Bisexual 
& Transgender

Community 
Since 1973



Accomodations, bars, business and not-for-profit resources Separate 
WOMEN’S and ETHNIC/MULTICULTURAL sections

USA/CANADA: $25 by first class mail. All states and providences, 
national headquarters of  organizations, mail order companies, etc.

The whole book is now online in Acrobat Reader format.
www.gayellowpages.com/online.htm

Also available as a no frills CD in PDF format. 
Find us at Gay-Friendly stores like 

Body Launguage, Cleveland, OH 216-251-3330
Rainbow Pride Gift Shop, Buffalo, NY 716-855-0222

and many others at http//gayellowpages.com/2buy.htm
For an application to be listed (no charge), current editions, and prices, 
mailing lables, etc. please send a self-addressed stamped envelope to 
Renaissance House, PO Box 533-EGN, Village Station, New York, NY 

10014 646-213-0263 or email gypages@gmail.com  

http://gayellowpages.com

PA) 7 PM. Contact: Randy Herbert-Weed. (814) 724-
6736. meadvillepflag@gmail.com. www.facebook.com/
groups/PFLAGMeadville/.

Mar 22-26 - Ninth Annual Keystone Conference “A 
Celebration of  Gender Diversity”  (Sheraton Har-
risbug/Hershey 4550 Lindle Rd., Harrisburg PA) www.
keystone-conference.org 

Mar 25 (Sat) - TransFamily of  NWPA (Erie) Trans-
gender Support Group meets (Crime Victim Center 
of  Erie County, 125 W 18th St, Erie, PA ) 2 - 5 PM. 
Contact: Caitlyn (814) 823-1969. Caitlynxpress@gmail.
com. www.facebook.com/TransfamilyOfNWPA. 

Mar 25 (Sat) - Erie Sisters & Brothers Transgender 
Support Group meets (Unitarian-Universalist Cong. 
of  Erie, 7180 Perry Hwy, Erie, PA) 7 PM. (440) 265-
8191. shub1@suite224.net. eriesisters.ning.com

Mar 25 (Sat) - LBT Women of  Erie go to “Constel-
lations” (Dramashop, 1001 State St., 2nd Floor, Erie, 
PA) 7:15 PM. Tickets online $12 (dramashop.org) or 
$15 at door if  available. Contact: Kim Conti. (814) 
314-9512. ErieBeans@aol.com. www.facebook.com/
LBTWOMENOFERIE. 

David and Rex taking in the game with the GEAE Hockey 
Night Feb 18 at Erie Insurance Arena 

Photo: Mike Mahler

Mar 25 (Sat) - Kathy Griffin Celebrity Run In Tour 
(State Theater, 1501 Euclid Ave., Cleveland, OH) 8 
PM.  www.kathygriffin.net/. www.playhousesquare.org

Mar 25 (Sat) - Drag Show (M & J’s Lounge, 124 
Mercer St, Butler, PA) BYOB, membership required, 
purchase from bartender. www.facebook.com/Man-
dJsLounge.

Mar 25-26 ()Sat - Sun) - North Coast Men’s Cho-
rus: “Heart Throbs” (Regina Auditorium @ Notre 
Dame College

1857 S Green Rd., South Euclid, OH) www.ncmcho-
rus.org

Mar 26 (Sun) - Kathy Griffin Celebrity Run In Tour 
(Benedum Center, 237 7th St, Pittsburgh, PA) 10:30 
AM. Presented by Delta Foundation of  Pittsburgh 
& Pittsburgh Cultural Trust www.kathygriffin.net/. 
venue web site www.trustarts.org/

Mar 26 (Sun) - “How Can We Keep from Singing?” 
(Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus, North Hall - Karpeles 
Manuscript Library Museum, 220 North St, Buffalo, 
NY) buffalogaymenschorus.com

Mar 30 - Apr 2  (Thu - Sun) - Drenched Fur 13 www.
drenchedfur.com
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Online Contests
Here are new contests for this month...

Contest Begins
Hollywood Lesbians: From Gar-
bo to Foster by Boze Hadleigh

February 24

Akron DVD February 28
Art + Work = Love EP by 
James Patrick Morgan

March 3

Hollywood Gays by Boze 
Hadleigh

March 7

Tunnelvision by Boy’s En-
trance

March 10

Technically Single The Remixes 
by Taylor Buono

March 14

Here are contests which are currently active...

Contest Ends
Digital copy of  Slumber Party 
remixes from Britney Spears

February 24

Move Your Body from Sia on 
vinyl

February 28

Fall DVD March 3

SweetSexySavage from Keh-
lani

March 7

Jonathan DVD March 10

Premier by Jonathan Cavier	 March 14

Read EGN Print Version ONLINE!
Just go to our website and click on the 
image of the print edition!

Michael Dithers
by Michael Mahler

It’s very exciting that Erie is about to celebrate 25 
Years of  Pride! There were about 50 or so of  us who 
gathered for the first Pride Picnic on Saturday, June 
13, 1992 at a small cabin near Beach 6 at Presque Isle. 
The first few picnics were organized by the League of  
Gay and Lesbian Voters (LGLV), which had started in 
Pittsburgh, and then opened an Erie chapter around 
September of  1991. We don’t have any pictures of  the 
first few Pride Picnics.

The first Pride Rally wasn’t until 1998, and it 
was organized by Erie Community Pride Organiza-
tion (ECPO) which was around for about 2 years or 
so. The first Pride Parade was in October of  2001 and 
was organized by Abbey Atkinson or Trigon/Behrend. 
For the first parade, folks just walked down the sidewalk 
on Peach Street, but starting in 2002, we have marched 
on State Street.

So, it is wonderful that NW PA Pride Alliance 
has several events for the 25th anniversary of  Pride 
events in Erie! Please note that Pride Parade and Fest 
are on June 24 and the 25th Annual Erie Pride Picnic 
will be August 26.

It has been really gratifying working with Erie 
County HIV Task Force. It is wonderful seeing differ-
ent organizations and individuals coming together to 
fight this dreadful disease. Erie County HIV Task Force 
continues to stock 25 different locations around our 
county with FREE condoms. Check the online version 
of  this article for a link to the Google map that lists 
both FREE condom locations and also HIV testing 
locations. In addition to that, I also take great pride in 
stopping by the Zone Dance Club every 2 weeks to 
check the supply of  free condoms in the Nookie Jar. 

Speaking of  HIV testing, Erie County HIV Task 
Force member agencies will be doing FREE rapid HIV 
and other health screening the afternoon of  Saturday, 
April 1 at Drenched Fur 13 at the Bel Aire Clarion. 
Drenched Fur is very proud to offer this important op-
portunity to members of  our local LGBT community. 
And I believe that there will be gift card incentives to 
those who get tested, so even more reason to stop out 
for a FREE and confidential test. The staff  are also 
very excited about this year’s Drenched Theme, which 
is inspired by Rocky Horror Picture Show.
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