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Call for GLBT blogging parents

The Zero Boss blogger is collecting a listing of
blogs written by GLBT parents. “I know of several
already,” he writes, “but want to be as comprehensive
as possible. The blogs don't need to be about parenting
per se; I'm looking for any blog written from a GLBT
parent’s perspective.”

The Zero Boss
thezeroboss.com/

blog is at http://

Gourmet Dinner Club

Are you interested in joining a gay men’s dinner
club in the Erie/Jamestown area?

Each couple (or pair of singles) participating will
host a gourmet dinner twice a year for three (or two)
other couples. In December, all the groups will meet
in one large get-together.

Groups will be organized with as many com-
mon interests as can be accommodated.

Anyone interested in joining (or for more infor-
mation) please contact Bill at:
Chautauqua213@GMail.com

Equal Marriage Rights Forum on

YouTube

Last November 29, the NW PA Chapter of
NOW and the NW PA Chapter of ACLU presented a
Public Forum on Equal Marriage at the Blasco Public
Library in Erie.

The forum was moderated by Rev. Steve
Aschmann of the Unitarian-Universalist Congregation
of Erie.

Panelists included Dave Martin (ACLU), Susan
Woodland (NW PA NOW), Michael Mahler (Erie Gay
News) and Dr. Caillean McMahon.

Videographer Al Richardson recorded the fo-
rum for Community Access TV. Local TV news also
covered the forum. The basic information and links
to all seven segments (total of about an hour for all)
are available at the web version of this article, at the
Erie Gay News website www.eriegaynews.com

Get Busy, Get Equal: LGBT Rights

Conference—March 3
from ACLU PA

Stand up for LGBT equality on Saturday, March
3 from 9 AM - 3:30 PM at the Unitarian Church of
Harrisburg, 1280 Clover Lane Harrisburg. Keynote
speaker will be Stephen Glassman, chair, Pennsylva-
nia Human Relations Commission. Also featured will

(continued on page 4)

John Daly King gets his Irish on.
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Classified Ads are now
available for as little as
$10 for 30 words!
See page 13 for more

info.
=FGN=¥7] Dat
Erie Gay News a es & a a
QUARTER HALF PAGE
PAGE VERTICAL
HALF PAGE
HORIZONTAL
ADSIZE PRICE/ISSUE DIMENSIONS
EIGHTH $30 - $27 Prepaid 15/8" high X 27/8" wide
QUARTER $50 - $45 Prepaid 312" high X 27/8" wide
HALF VERT. $90 - $81 Prepaid 312" high X 6" wide
HALF HORZ.  $90 - $81 Prepaid 7" high X 27/8" wide
FULL PAGE $160 - $144 Prepaid 712" high X 6" wide

Camera ready art or manuscript and/or photos, illustrations
and logos must be received by the 15th of the month.
Photos and lllustrations should be PDF or TIFF and HIRES.

All hardcopy ads submitted will be reproduced as close as possible.

Erie Gay News

Erie Gay News

1115 West 7th St.
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Editors: Deb Spilko and Mike Mahler

Ad Design: Mike Lipiec

Deadline for next issue: Mar 12 (Monday),
will be out night of Tuesday, Mar 20.

The Erie Gay News is published monthly as a source of
news, events, information and support for gays, lesbians,
bisexuals, transgendered people (GLBT?S), their families,
friends & supporters in the Erie and NW PA Area.

We welcome and encourage all readers to submit timely
news, comments and opinions of interest to local
GLBT’s for publication in these pages. We will consider
for publication any nonfiction article, blurb or illustra-
tion graphic which upholds this spirit. Please include
your contact information with any piece that you
submit.

We will not publish any material which promotes hatred
or discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation,
gender identification, race, religion, age, class, physical
ability or any other reason. We do not support the
exploitation of minors.

Views and opinions expressed in this publication don't
necessarily represent those of the EGN staff,

Thank You:

To the Avalon for hosting, Jack Walburn,
James von Loewe, Bob, Brian, Peter, Jeff, Gary,
Kirk Taylor and Steve Clark for folding; James

von Loewe, Deb Spilko, Jerry McCumber, John &
Paula King, Kirk Taylor, Brian How and Jack for
distribution. Bob for proofreading. Mike Lipiec
for ad layout & etc. Thanks! If you're interested
in helping out, contact Michael Mahler at (814)
456-9833 or info@eriegaynews.com for date/time.
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is coming to Erie!

* Buffet Dinner Service with Cash Bar,

¢ Entertainment Event
w/ LA Comedian Bobaloo,

* Black ‘n Blue Dance w/ Guest DJ B

(Dance open to the public

For tickets/info, contact Go
gnsnyder@drenchedfur.co
or 814.384.0463.
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Community News

Letters

(continued from front page)

be workshops with Pennsylvania activists and legal ex-
perts., plus, a screening of The ACLU Freedom Files:
Lesbian and Gay Rights Registration fee is $5, free for
high school and college students. Registration dead-
line is Monday, February 26. Co-sponsors are ACLU
of PA; Common Roads; Equality Advocates Pennsyl-
vania (formerly the Center for Lesbian and Gay Civil
Rights); Freedom to Marry Lay-Led Ministry of the
Unitarian Church of Harrisburg; and NOW Harris-
burg chapter For more information, call (717) 238-
ACLU; email hbginfo@aclupa.org or visit ACLU PA
at www.aclupa.org/events/Igbtconference.htm.

DEADLINE
FOR NEXT ISSUE OF EGN
March 12

been the victimof =~
employment or housing discrimination?

call the EFi@ Gounty Human
Relations Commission

814-491-7021 to schedule an appointment.

Please

For all your
Real Estate needs...

Erie South
5620 Peach Street
Erie, Pa. 16509

Office: 814-864-3200, Ext. 343
Direct: 814-392-4744

Catlrerine Dillman

REALTOR® E-Mail: cdillman@hm-\'m‘dhanml.com

I just got around to my mail today, and discov-
ered the nice article written about my departure from
County Council in the February newsletter. Thank
you so much for that. | really appreciated it. | spent
15 years on Council and | feel very good about the
things | was able to accomplish, especially the HRC
ordinance rewrite. It took some convincing to get sev-
eral of my colleagues to go along with me, but in the
end the ordinance works for all citizens. That was my
goal. My very best to everyone. I still hope to see you
all at the annual picnic and the rally. Be sure to keep
me on the mailing list.

All the best for a wonderful 2007.

Joy Greco
(formerly of Erie County Council)
E-Mail: joy@joygreco.com

This is a formal announcement of my new po-
sition as Erie Area Safe Kids Coordinator. My duties
will include the Safe Kids Van, if you would like this
to be present at an event you are hosting, please call
me. | need to have 52 events per year!

Program Topics include: brain injury, fire safety,
bike safety, poison prevention, Success by Six, Safe
Kids Day, Car Seat checks, helmet safety including
snow, bike and ski helmets, playground safety, water
safety, pedestrian, animal bites, bus safety. The newest
program, Protect the Place you Call Home, is in con-
junction with the Erie Fire Department. We have re-
duced costs for smoke alarms and carbon monoxide
detectors.

It’s been great working with you in the past, and
hopefully will continue in the future.

My contact information remains the same:

Patty Puline

Safe Kids Coordinator

Erie County Department of Health
451-6543 ppuline@ecdh.org

designated drivers
save lives
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od ood, Good Conversation

Meet Miriam Pastor, she has
worked with the Alliance for the

past 4 years as an HIV educator,

speaker, adherence counselor
and advocate. You'll find her in

both the Erie and Clarion offices.

host a/gourmet dinner twice a year for two or three

will be organized with as many common

nterests as can be accommodated.

There is no|cost to join. Anyone interested in

= participating, or for more information,

| U b please contact Bill at:

hautauqua213@GMail.com

“We provide access to testing, education, and medical, financial, and
supportive services to those infected with HIV/AIDS in Northwest
Pennsylvania.” With Clinics in Erie, Warren, Clarion, Clearfield, Seneca,
Sharon, Greenville and Farrell staffed by HIV specialists. Support Groups
are also offered, please contact Sue at the Clarion office for that information.

For more information, contact:

Northwest PA Rural Aids Al Clarion Office: .
1001 State 5t Sue 705 e 15870 Route 322 Suite 2

Renaissance Centre Clarion, PA 16214

Erie, PA 16501 814-764-6066 or
814-4568849 or 1-800-400-2437 1-800-359-2437

“GET TESTED: YOU NEED TO KNOW”
EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO PREVENTION

Ofrecemos examinaciones medicas, ademas de servicios medicos, educativos, financieros y de apoyo para los
que estan infectados de VIH o de SIDA dentro del noroeste de Pensilania. Hay clinicas en Erie, Warren, Clarion,

Clearfield, Seneca, Sharon, Greenville y Farrell con personal especializado en el tratamiento de VIH.
Hagase un examen del VIH: Usted necesita saber.

© 2007 EGN
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RELIGION AND SPIRITUALITY

“What Jesus Didn’t Say”

By Rev. Richard A. Moyer

In my second year of high school my grades
were remarkable. They were remarkably poor. My
mother decided that | would benefit from the smaller
classes and the individual tutoring of an all-male board-
ing school that specialized in preparing not-so-bright
students for college.

The school that was chosen for me was located
on a gorgeous campus with rolling hills and acres of
green pastures. My mother liked it because there were
compulsory chapel services, and she thought that such
religious training would keep me on the straight and
narrow. | liked it because there were horses and the
students could take a course in horseback riding.

I don't think that my mother, or anyone else in
our family for that matter, realized that the boarding
school was sponsored by a very conservative funda-
mentalist Protestant denomination. Among the gradu-
ation requirements was a non-credit course called
“evangelism”. What it amounted to was that we were
required to spend one afternoon a week passing out
gospel tracts or pamphlets that had Bible messages
about salvation on the inside.

The outside cover was usually a full-color pic-
ture of a waterfall or a forest, or some other natural
scenery that would attract the attention of anyone who
was willing to read it. On the cover there was often a
question such as, “What Must | Do To Be Saved?” or
“Are You Born Again?” Inside there would be vari-
ous scripture passages that would attempt to lead the
reader to salvation or, as they often said “to a saving
relationship with Jesus Christ.”

Being a shy teenager, | always found it hard to
pass out those tracts on a busy street, in the front of
the post office, or on the subway. | guess I was fearful
that someone would think that | was a religious fa-
natic. But I also admired those who had the courage
to be so up-front and honest about their beliefs.

Some years after my boarding school experience,
I was at Grand Central Station in New York City.
There, as | was about to board my train, a young man
handed me a religious pamphlet such as | had been
familiar with at school. At first, | wasn't going to take
it. On second thought, I imagined that he might be

some poor kid in the situation I had been in several
years before. He had a whole handful of religious
pamphlets to dispose of, and the least I could do was
lighten his load by taking one from him.

As | reached for the narrow piece of paper, |
could read the question written across the front: “All
That Jesus Said About Homosexuality...” | thought,
here we go again! This is going to contain some theo-
logical ramblings concerning what would be perceived
as the most grievous sin imaginable.

I hesitantly opened the pamphlet. Inside there
was nothing but a blank page.

“This one’s blank,” 1 yelled to the young man as
my train was beginning to pull away from the station,
“quick give me another one!” “They're all blank,” he
replied, “Jesus said nothing about homosexuality!”

I knew, of course, that he was right. The Old
Testament has something to say about homosexuality,
as does the Apostle Paul. But Jesus is silent on the
subject. | mean, it would have been a whole lot easier
for all of us if Jesus had made some kind of clear
statement about homosexuality. For whatever reason,
none was made.

Jesus—the one whom we, as Christians, wor-
ship as Savior and Lord. Jesus-the one who said of
himself, “l am the way, the truth and the life.” Jesus—
the one who the New Testament says is the “pioneer
and the perfecter of our faith,” doesn’t say a word
about the subject that has caused so much division
and dissension in so many Christian churches.

When Harry Emerson Fosdick was the preach-
ing minister of the great Riverside Church in New York
City, he used to say, “When | get to heaven there are a
number of questions I'm going to ask God.” Well,
when | get to heaven | have a question: “Why did
Jesus not say anything about homosexuality?” | don't
know the answer to that question, but whatever it is,
the truth of the matter is that for all the hours of
discussion and angry exchanges and emotion-filled
theological controversies, the one who founded the
church, Jesus himself, said nothing.

Richard Moyer is the pastor at Community United Church
located at W 38" and Cascade.
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RELIGION AND SPIRITUALITY

Dreams of Hope performs in Oil City

from Susan Haugh

The Pittsburgh-based Dreams of Hope will per-
form in Oil City on March 28 at the Clarion Univer-
sity-Venango campus.

Dreams of Hope is the first of its kind lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender, questioning and straight
creative and performing arts youth group (14-21) build-
ing leaders and educating audiences. All performance
material, taken from the youths’ life experiences, are
written and performed by the youth with the guidance
of professional artists. Each show is followed by a
candid question and answer period with the audience.

Celebrating who they are through song, dance,
drama and spoken word, these courageous youth speak
out about their personal experiences as lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, questioning and straight youth
today.

Presently, the group is giving a series of perfor-
mances of “Gay Youth in Good Faith.” The perfor-
mance explores the youths’ relationships with God and
religion. A candid Q&A follows the performance.

The March 28 performance will take place at 7
PM at Clarion University-Venango campus, Rhoades
Center Auditorium, 1801 West First St., Oil City, PA.
It is free and open to the public.

Visit at www.dreamsofhope.org
Susan Haugh is Dreams of Hope founder, artistic director,
and composer for Dreams of Hope.

Week of Prayer For The
Healing of AIDS

The 18th Annual Black Church Week Of
Prayer for the Healing Of AIDS takes place March
4-10, 2007

The Abundant Life Ministry International
and Community Center at 830 Parade St. will host
the Kick-Off of the week’s events in Erie. That
event will take place March 4 at 4 PM. For more
information contact Tom Lee at (814)824-8533.

For more details, visit The Balm in Gilead
website at http://www.balmingilead.org/

Members of Dreams of Hope will explore relationships with
God and religion at their March 28 performance in Oil City.

Andy Says "Write it Up!"

Great Deals on Great Wheels
FKESID Huge Selection of
)‘” Q Quality Used Cars
Certified Vehicles

m Easy Financing Terms

4844 Buffalo Rd- 2898-AUTO

Next to Sheetz in Harborcreek

COMMUNITY
UNITED
CHURCH

West 38th & Cascade
Services Sunday at 1AM
Inter Denominational

All are Welcome!

© 2007 EGN
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Calendar

This calendar is also online at www.eriegaynews.com/
calendar.html

Feb 23 - CD Release Night at Trance 1607 Rasp-
berry St, Erie, PA. DJ Jason G spinning top hit Dance
and R&B releasing a cd of new promotional music
every month. Contact: Tim. Phone: (814) 456-3027.
Email: contact@trancedanceclub.com. Browse to
http://www.trancedanceclub.com.

Feb 28 - The Guys get together at Two Friends
Italian Market 827 State St, Erie, PA. 7 PM. Social
group for gay/bi men. Contact: Brian. Phone; (814)
825-6203. Email: eriebrian@gmail.com.

Mar 3 - Bling Bling- Zone's Pimp-N-Ho Party at
Zone Dance Club 133 W 18th St, Erie, PA. Calling
all the fly-est Pimps and the Sexiest Ho's to our
Naughty Pimp and Ho Party at the Zone! Come
dressed to impress in your outrageous pimpin’ Sugar
Daddy suit, or Sassy and Sexy Lady or Lad of the
Night—making sure to show off your Bling! Polish
your grills, grab your magic stick, put that junk in the
trunk and join us for a trashy night of fun on the video
dance floor! Get your game on player! Prize for Best
Pimp Daddy and Sexiest Ho! - and see who makes
the dough! Get into the Zone! Phone: (814) 452-0125.
Browse to http://www.thezonedanceclub.com.

Mar 7 - Pittsburgh AIDS Task Force Annual Ben-
efit A play (Life X 3) and three parties. Details at
www.patf.org/

Mar 9 - Denise Russell's 25th Anniversary Show
at Zone Dance Club 133 W 18th St, Erie, PA. Come
join us for an evening of fun as we travel down the
yellow brick road of success with Denise Russell as
she takes us on a tour of her past 25 years as our
Favorite Funny Lady! -Exclusively at the Zone! Phone:

==F GNe=———

Erie Gay News

| T

All listing entries must be received by the 15th of the month.

(814) 452-0125. Browse to
www.thezonedanceclub.com.

Mar 17 - St. Patrick's Day Celebration at Trance
Dance Club, 1607 Raspberry St, Erie, PA. Come join
us and get your Irish UP! Green Beer, drink specials,
and prizes for wearin' of the green! Contact: Tim.
Phone: (814) 456-3027. Email:
contact@trancedanceclub.com. Browse to http://
www.trancedanceclub.com.

Mar 17 - Bear Night at Trance at Trance Dance
Club 1607 Raspberry St, Erie, PA. Bear Night re-
turns for its third month as we welcome bears from
the Tri-State region for a night out! Contact: Tim.
Phone: (814) 456-3027. Email:
contact@trancedanceclub.com. Browse to http://
www.trancedanceclub.com.

Mar 17 - O'Zone Dance Party at Zone Dance Club
133 W 18th St, Erie, PA. Come get lucky—join your
friends for some four-leafed fun as we celebrate St.
Patrick's Day at the Zone! Wear green! Have a green
beer, dance an Irish jig, catch a leprechaun and he
might give you his pot of gold! Food, friends, danc-
ing and fun for everyone. Get into your Zone—the
gay rainbow ends here! Phone: (814) 452-0125.
Browse to http://www.thezonedanceclub.com.

Mar 15-25 - Cleveland International Film Festival,
31st annual event includes Ten Percent Cinema of
LGBT films, Tower City Cinemas. (216) 623-3456
www.clevelandfilm.org

Mar 23 - CD NIGHT at Trance Dance Club 1607
Raspberry St, Erie, PA. House DJ Jason G spinning
and releasing HOT new chart smashing dance and
R&B hits. Limited quantity so get here early! Contact;

(continued on next page)

0T
For Everyone!

1702 West 8th St. « Erie, PA 16505

814-453-4543 » 800-724-1683  Fax:814-455-3911
E-Mail:silkscreenunltd@yahoo.com

Web site: www.silkscreenunltd.com

http://
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Calendar

Tim. Phone: (814) 456-3027. Email:
contact@trancedanceclub.com. Browse to http://
www.trancedanceclub.com.

Mar 30 - Bears Gone Wild!- Zone's Bear Bar Night
133 W 18th St, Erie, PA. The Zone welcomes all
Drenched Fur 111 attendees for a night of Food, Furry
Friends, and Fun at the Zone's Bear Bar Night—Bears

on LGBT activism, pedagogy and scholarship. Pre-
senters come from a range of institutions, including
Allegheny College, Edinboro University, Slippery
Rock University, Penn State, the City University of
New York and Princeton University. Free and open
to the public. More information at http://
webpub.allegheny.edu/group/pridealliance/

Gone Wild! Compete for great prizes and fun as we  Apr 21 - Menspace: 15th Anniversary Party at Jeff
see which Bears have what it takes to take on the Zone & Gary’s 1146 Brown Ave, Erie, PA. 7:30 PM. Con-
wild-Life! Win passes to Jones Pond Campground. Be tact: Michael Mahler. Phone: (814) 456-9833. Email:
on the Prowl on our video dance floor or get some info@eriegaynews.com. Browse to http://
grub from the Zone kitchen —open till 2 AM. Co- menspace.eriegaynews.com.

sponsored by Jones Pond Campground, an all-male  Apr 27 - 29 - Cleveland Leather Awareness Week-
clothing -optional campground in Angelica, NY. end, www.clawinfo.org, (216) 252-2148.
www.jonespond.com Get into the Wild Zone—for  Apr 30-May 6 - Equality Forum: The Global GLBT
some fun in the wilderness! Phone; (814) 452-0125. Event (Philadelphia) Parties, discussion panels, en-
Browse to http://www.thezonedanceclub.com. tertainment, workshops, speakers, films, exhibits, and
Mar 31-Apr 1 - 2nd LGBT Studies Colloquium at more. http://www.equalityforum.com

Allegheny College “Performing Politics: Activism, May 17-27 - Inside Out International Lesbian &
Inquiry, & Artistry.” Keynote address by gay perfor- Gay Film and Video Festival (Toronto) http://
mance artist Tim Miller. Presentations and workshops www.insideout.on.ca

Why Rent When  No Membership
YouCanOwn? g NoReturn Date!

OPEN SEVEN 1005 of General & Adult Titles
DAYS A WEEK General VHS are $1.49 each

P— . General DVDs are $9.95 each
tons apprectat ‘Z 5 5 - 776 6 a77 . Pl‘lqu‘lll"rg AM Both are Exchangeable for $1.49
* Fresh seafood Adult VHS are §12.95 each
«Thai & international ' p1ano LOCATED: Exchangeable for $3.99
fusion cuisine ' Thursday " RCROSS FROM ¢ pyDs are $18.79 each
+ Live nightly b Eriday FRONTIER PARK  Exchangeable for $3.49
y
entertamment 5 lazz brunch }g?isl“g 8th All Types of VHS & DVDs Available!
’ On Going Reduction Sales!
ap ermo On 814.459.8773  sale vHs & DVDs Not Exchangeable
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Gaudenzia

‘SHOUT OUTREACH

offering FREE and confidential testing.
For more information,
Call Steve, Fran or Malcolm at:

«814-439-4715

It takes more than a ribbon to stop AIDS... It takes YOU!

On stage

Heading Out of Town?

Visit the Resources section on
WWW.eriegaynews.com

You'll find links to resources and places in Buf-
falo, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Toronto, Chautauqua
County, Meadville, Ashtabula,Youngstown/\War-
ren, Butler/Mercer, Erie and USA/Canadal

Selected area cultural events that may be of inter-
est to GLBT audiences.

Feb 23 - Mar 17 - “Based on a Totally True Story”
presented by Buffalo United Artists, (Main Street
Cabaret), romantic gay comedy by Roberto Aguirre-
Sacasa. www.buffalobua.org

Mar 1-4 - “The Pirates of Penzance” at Playshop
Theatre at Allegheny College in Meadville. Box of-
fice (814) 332-3414. Sentimental pirates...Bumbling
police...Honor and duty...And the Very Model of a
Modern Major-General! Gilbert and Sullivan’s whim-
sically comic opera is a theatrical delight. Follow the
adventures of the mightily dim-witted Pirate King,
his apprentice Frederick, and Mabel, the winsome
daughter of an eccentric Major-General (who knows
nothing about military strategy!) as they romp across
the musical stage. Such classic favorites as “Poor
Wandering One” and “A Rollicking Band of Pirates,
We” are sure to amuse audiences of all ages. Recep-
tion to follow at the home of Marty and Jeff on Sat-
urday, March 3.

Mar 24 - Ember Swift in concert in Buffalo NY at
Nietzsche’s www.nietzsches.com/

Mar 28 - Dreams of Hope concert 7:00 PM Rhoades
Center Auditorium, Clarion University-Venango Cam-
pus, 1801 West First St., Oil City PA. See article in
this issue. http://www.dreamsofhope.org

Apr 11-12 - Diana Ross in concert in Niagara Falls,
Ontario at Fallsview Casino Resort. Must be 19 years
of age or older to purchase tickets or attend Avalon
Ballroom performances. Bring correct border-cross-
ing ID. Check www:.fallsviewcasinoresort.com.

)

JQ/ 2y l%

GAABLEHAS

jeremymassage@aol.com
Lic. NCBTMB/ACE
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National News Briefs

by Bob

Groups Urge Help for

Homeless Gay Youth

The federal government is neglecting an epi-
demic of homelessness among tens of thousands of
gay and lesbian youth, many of whom leave home
because of conflicts with their parents, two national
advocacy groups have charged.

According to the National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force and the National Coalition for the Homeless,
gay, lesbian and transgender youth make up 20-40 per-
cent of the total number of homeless and runaway
youth.

“The national response to this epidemic has been
nothing short of disgraceful,” Matt Foreman, execu-
tive director of the task force said. He urged Con-
gress to increase appropriations for the federal Run-
away, Homeless and Missing Children Protection Act,
which must be reauthorized next year. He added that

HlV

COUNSELING & TESTING

Free*Confidential
Walk-In Clinic

No Appointment Necessary
Erie County Health Department
606 West 2nd Street
Corner of 2nd and Cherry

HIV Testing Hours:
Monday 12noon - 3:30 PM
Tuesday 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM

STD Testing Hours:
Monday 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Wednesday 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
Thursday 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Erie Office - Outreach Services
814-451-6732

Corry Office 814-663-3891

for the first time, funds should be targeted specifically
at boosting programs to aid gay and lesbian youth.

Citing incidents of anti-gay harassment at home-
less shelters, the groups urged that some shelter space
be set aside for gay youth. They also recommended
that any organization seeking public funding to serve
homeless youth should be required to prove its staff
would treat gay and lesbian young people competently
and fairly.

The two groups also expressed concern that
President Bush’s proposal for federal funding of faith-
based organizations could lead to situations where
church-run shelters would discriminate against gay
youths seeking services.

No Benefits for Gay Couples in

Michigan

The Michigan Court of Appeals has ruled that
public universities and governments can’t provide
health insurance to the partners of gay employees with-
out violating the state constitution.

A three-judge panel said a 2004 voter-approved
ban on gay marriage also applies to same-sex domes-
tic partner benefits.

“The marriage amendment’s plain language pro-
hibits public employers from recognizing same-sex
unions for any purpose,” the court said.

The court’s decision reverses a 2005 ruling from
an Ingham County judge who said universities and
governments could provide the benefits.

A constitutional amendment passed by Michi-
gan voters in November 2004 made the union between
aman and a woman the only arrangement recognized
asamarriage “or similar union for any purpose.” Those
six words led to the fight over benefits for gay couples.

Miraculous “Cure” for

Haggard

The Rev. Ted Haggard has been declared “com-
pletely heterosexual” after undergoing three weeks of
intensive counseling, according to one of the four
ministers who oversaw Haggard’s “rehabilitation.”

(continued on next page)
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National News Briefs

The Rev. Tim Ralph of Larkspur, CO said
Haggard’s sexual contact with men was limited to the
former male prostitute who came forward with sexual
allegations against the right-wing Christian clergyman.

“He is completely heterosexual,” Ralph told the
Denver Post. “That is something he discovered. It was
the acting-out situations where things took place. It
wasn't a constant thing.”

Ralph added that the board’s investigation sup-
ported Haggard’s claim that his only extramarital sexual
contact happened with Mike Jones.

“If we're going to be proved wrong, somebody
else is going to come forward, and that usually hap-
pens really quickly,” he said. “We're into this thing over
90 days and it hasn't happened.”

Haggard resigned as president of the National
Association of Evangelicals last year after allegations
of sexual misconduct surfaced. He was also forced
out from the 14,000 New Life Church that he founded.

Jones alleged Haggard paid him for sex and
sometimes used methamphetamine when they were
together. Haggard, who is married, has publicly ad-
mitted to “sexual immorality.”

Snickers Super Bowl Ad
Pulled

The company that makes Snickers candy bars
has pulled its’ Super Bowl-launched commercial show-
ing two auto mechanics accidentally kissing while eat-
ing the same candy bar and then ripping out some
chest hair to do something “manly.”

The ad was benched after The Human Rights
Campaign and the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against
Defamation complained that it was homophobic.

Alternative ending to the ad appeared on the
web site of Masterfoods USA, a division of Mars Inc.,
which also makes M&M'’s and other candies. One al-
ternative showed the two men attacking each other
after the kiss. The Web site also featured video of
players from the Super Bowl teams reacting to the kiss.

“This type of jeering from professional sports

country,” Human Rights Campaign president Joe
Solmonese said in a statement.

GLAAD spokesman Marc McCarthy said the
group believed “this kind of prejudice was inexcus-
able.”

Masterfoods spokeswoman Alice Nathanson is-
sued a statement in which she said the company would
stop running the ad on television and the web site.

“As with all of our Snickers advertising, our goal
was to capture the attention of our core Snickers con-
sumer,” Nathanson wrote. “Feedback from our tar-
get consumers has been positive. In addition, many
media and web site commentators of this year’s Super
Bowl commercial line-up ranked the commercial
among this year’s top 10 best. USA Today ranked it
nine of its top 10 picks,” she continued.

“We know that humor is highly subjective and
understand that some people may have found the ad
offensive. Clearly that was not our intent,” Nathanson
added.

(continued on next page)

Hi Biff, Did you hear that the every
3rd Wednesday, The Guys are gonnastart
meeting at different places? I think it’s
gonna be swell! Just give Brian a call at
814-825-6203 or E-mail at
eriebrian@gmail.com

for tri-weekly

meeting info!

figures at the sight of two men kissing fuels the kind Social

of anti-gay bullying that haunts countless gay and les-

bian school children on playgrounds all across the GATHERING!
V/
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National News

(continued from previous page)

Lutheran Church Removes Gay

Pastor

A gay minister who announced he has a partner
is being removed from the clergy by the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.

The Rev. Bradley Schmeling will be removed
from the church’s roster effective Aug. 15, according
to the ELCA's disciplinary committee. Schmeling has
led Atlanta’s oldest Lutheran church since 2000.

The minister, who was open about his sexuality
when he took the job, announced last year he had found
a lifelong companion. At that time, Bishop Ronald
Warren asked the 44-year-old pastor to resign, but
Schmeling refused. Warren then began disciplinary
proceedings against Schmeling for violating church
rules barring sex outside of marriage.

Before he was chosen pastor of Atlanta’s St.
John’s Church, Schmeling told both the bishop and
the congregation about his sexual orientation. How-
ever, he didn't have a partner at that time.

HELPUS
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Live In GF Sought

48 ylo bisexual man seeks
18-39 ylo bisexual woman as
live-in girlfriend in Reading,
PA. Call Hector Ayala at
484-400-5390. Best time is
M-F 5 PM -9 PM or any time
weekends.

$5 for Additional
15 Words.

Help Wanted

Experienced servers
for second and third
shift. Applied within.
Contact Zodiac Dinor.
(814)455-3543.
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Regularly meeting

Always Our Children Mar 7, Apr 4, May 2, Catholic
Charities, 329 W. 10th St, Erie, PA. 7 PM. For Catho-
lic parents of GLBT children. First time attendees
should call facilitator before attending meeting. Phone:
(814) 456-2091.

Deadline for print edition of Erie Gay News Mar
12, Apr 15, May 15, EGN, 1115 W 7th St, Erie, PA.
Contact: Michael Mahler. (814) 456-9833.
info@eriegaynews.com.

Lake Erie Alliance for Democracy (LEAD) Mar 5,
Apr 2, May 7, 218 E 11th St, Erie, PA. 7 - 8:30 PM.
Contact: Chris Mitchell. Phone; (814) 899-8920.
Email: president@erielead.org. Browse to
www.erielead.org

PFLAG Erie/Crawford County Mar 12, Apr 8, May
14, Unitarian-Universalist Congregation of Erie, 7180
New Perry Highway, Erie, PA. 7 - 8:30 PM. Contact:
Mark H pflagerie@eriegaynews.com. Phone: John at
(814) 454-1392.

Support group for those dealing with loss Mar 13
at 7 PM, Mar 15 at 10 AM, Apr 10 at 7 PM, Apr 19 at
10 AM, May 8 at 7 PM, May 17 at 10 AM, Hospice of
Metropolitan Erie, 202 E 10th St, Erie, PA. Ph: (814)
456-6689. Email: hospice@velocity.net.

The Guys Feb 28, Mar 21, Apr 11, May 2, May 23,
Various locations, Erie, PA, 7 PM. Informal get to-
gether for gay/bi men at local establishments. Con-
tact: Brian. Phone: (814) 825-6203. Email:
eriebrian@gmail.com.

Stay updated!

Subscribe to the Erie GLBT Mailing List
Visit www.eriegaynews.com

Helpful numbers

Gay and Lesbian National Hotline 1-888-
843-GLNH www.glnh.org/index_.html
Covenant House Nineline (youth)
1-800-999-9999

Trevor Helpline for Suicidal Gay Youth
1-800-850 8078

Oral HIV Testin
LOCAL TREATME

Stay Safe!
Use Protection!
Get Tested!
Get Treatment!

of

new

HIV

infections

are hetween

Men Who Have
Community S&XWith Men.

Health Net offers:
* FREE Oral HIV Testing

* Primary Medical Care

* HIV Specialty Care

* Dental Services

¢ \/ision Care “0 |||Sl||'ﬂ||ﬂﬂ!
No Problem!

Call 814-454 - 4530 ex.290
for more information

This ad is made possible by a Federal Grant under
the Ryan White Care Act of 1990.
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Looking it up

by Deb Spilko

Whether you are doing research for a school paper, or
just trying to settle a bet, it is getting easier to look up
GLBT subjects on the Internet.

glbtg calls itself “an encyclopedia of gay; lesbian,
bisexual transgender & queer culture.” They cover
areas in the arts, social sciences, and literature. They
also have a discussion board and special features like
slideshows. Although glbtq is an online encyclope-
dia, and can be used for research purposes, it is easy
to read, and can also be used for leisurely reading.
Visit glbtq at http://www.glbtg.com/

Gay Gender Research conducts research and pro-
vides grants for others conducting research projects.
Among helpful links provided on their site are aca-
demic journals, research organizations and fellow re-
searchers. Visit at www.gaygenderresearch.org/

Yale University’s Gay Research Guide provides a
list of basic resources and bibliographies for conduct-
ing research in Gay & Leshian Studies at the Yale
University Library. Even though it is aimed at Yale
students and alumni, the links will be helpful for any-
one doing research. http://www.library.yale.edu/rsc/
gayles/index.html

Harrington Park Press feature specifically GLBT-
themed scholarly journals; literary journals; LGBT
studies, as well as gay fiction, lesbian fiction, GLBT
sci-fi and horror collections. Among the over 200
titles in their LGBT collection are Sex and the Sacred:
Gay Identity and Spiritual Growth; Barebacking: Psychoso-
cial and Public Health Approaches; and Ex-Gay Research:
Analyzing the Spitzer Study and Its Relation to Science, Re-

——  Erie Gay News ———

Check Out Our Wesite at: www.eriegaynews.com

for our list of locations

ligion, Politics, and Culture. Among the journals are Jour-
nal of Leshian Studies; Journal of Homosexuality; Journal
of LGBT Youth; Harrington Gay Men's Literary Quar-
terly; International Journal of Transgenderism; Journal of
Women, Politics & Policy; Journal of Gay & Lesbian Issues
in Education; and Journal of GLBT Family Studies. There
is also an electronic database for these journals; so
they can be viewed online. Visit Harrington Park Press
at https://www.haworthpress.com/Igbt/

Want to stay on top of
Local & State
GLBT Polmeal Issuesﬂ

) FJIIBIT Vote
o mewscom MATliNg
To Subscribe visit www.eriegayn I.lst!

Before you travel.

Check out these websites
or Call these Numbers
for weather and travel information.

all locations: erie county
WEATHER UN ERGROU, 452-2000
www.wundergroun com ext.7669 (snow)

pennsylvaniaroabs AND WEATHER
htpp://65.246.225.166/site/site.nsf/mainpage
ROAIDS-888-783-6783

new YorkRrOADS AND WEATHER
wWww. thruway state.ny.us/weather/index.shtml

A DS1-800-847-8929

oh|o ROADS AND WEATHER
www.buckeyetraffic.org

ROAIDS1-888-264-7623

KNOV\%about your community, read the
gro 07"
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