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What Do You Say?

New Year’s Celebrations
This month, we asked several questions about bringing in the New Year:

What do you plan to be doing on
New Year’s Eve?
Nowadays I spend it with a friend. [Chris Strayer]

I will be celebrating this New Year’s Eve on the island
of  Patras, Greece. [John Champagne]

I plan to spend it quietly with a few friends that I’m
close with. Just hanging out and enjoying each other’s
company making each other laugh. [Tom Rappa]

Plans are in the works. Trance might be a possibility.
[Dave Amy]

Family time, then a party with friends. [Caillean Mc-
Mahon]

Home with my family watching the ball drop. Calling
my parents at midnight to wish them a happy anniver-
sary. [Neen]

I’ll be helping Ivansound with a live gig at  Thee I. The
Eye  12/31/2004 9:30 PM  till ?? Then my girlfriend
Diane is supposed to come over New Years :) [Joanne
Lynne]

Nothing, sitting home [Anonymous]

Gathering early to party with family & friends - then
quietly ringing in the New Year in Peace. [Lynne S]

Sitting on my couch watching the ball drop in Times
Square. [Sheila]

Cooking my famous New Year’s Sicilian breads [Patty
Puline]

Will probably go out to Trance for New Year’s... or
maybe out of  town like Cleveland. [Sam]

Plan to attend a gay party locally. [Grant Schmid III]

(continued on page 4)

What was your best New Year’s
Eve?
First Night in Pittsburgh some years ago... We got lost
and ended up right below the fireworks—explosions
are fun! [Chris Strayer]

I am lucky enough to have 2, The first being front row
center for Sandra Bernhard’s New Year’s Eve show at
the Jane Street Theater and having her make jokes
about me.  The second was me with about 5 of  my
friends braving the cold and the crowds and doing the
Times Square thing and as we watched the ball drop,
we all pulled out bottles of  Wild Turkey we had in our
coats and toasted each other, while everyone around
us was going ape shit and we were being showered
with champagne. [Tom Rappa]

I have had a few nice New Year Eve’s. Hard to pin
point it down. [Dave Amy]
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New Year’s celebrations: What do you say?

I think probably 1997; with a new love. [Caillean Mc-
Mahon]

1999-2000. Instead of  preparing for the “what if ’s”
of  Y2K, we rented a cabin in the woods and welcomed
in the new millennium there. We figured if  the power
and electricity were gonna crash we wouldn’t even
notice! It was a great New Years Eve! [Neen]

Spending Time with a loved one. [Joanne Lynne]

 It was the year 2000 Spent New Years Eve On Waikiki
Beach!!! The Best. [Bruce]

Our “Best New Years Eve” yet will be this one!!!  Cause
we’re all blessed enough to have made it to another
one!  Best wishes to everyone for a fantastic 2005 filled
with love, laughter & Peace. [Lynne S]

Had a party at my Uncle and Aunts and had to eat raw
Red Herring for luck, was good stuff. [Sheila]

 Probably 1960’s with my parents, sisters, brothers, all
at my Grandmother’s house eating traditional Italian
fare - Mmmm good! [Patty Puline]

My best... hmmm... was a New Year’s in Pittsburgh. I
danced with a guy all night long... He was hot and I
was on fire ! [Sam]

Standing on Waikiki Beach watching fireworks. [Grant
Schmid III]

Your worst?
It must have been really bad; I don’t remember it.
[Chris Strayer]

I was seeing someone special and he broke up with
me on New Year’s Eve and I ended up going out alone
and getting far too drunk and woke up on a friend’s
couch with a hangover the size of  Cleveland. [Tom
Rappa]

Having food poisoning on New Year’s Eve and miss-
ing a nice party. [Dave Amy]

2003—alone. [Caillean McMahon]

Don’t know of  any. [Neen]

Getting dumped [Joanne Lynne]

Working at a convenience store until midnight. [Sheila]

The year I stayed home was the worst. I did laundry..
Ugh ! [Sam]

Resolutions?
None. [Chris Strayer]

Get my fat ass back to the gym, stop smoking.  [Tom
Rappa]

That question is also in the works. Have to prioritize
them. [Dave Amy]

To be more attentive to my paperwork duties, which I
loathe. [Caillean McMahon]

Change my eating habits! (Notice I didn’t say diet!!)
[Neen]

Possibly quit smoking, really haven’t decided yet.
[Joanne Lynne]

Stop smoking [Anonymous]

 Rather than making “resolutions” - do yourself  a fa-
vor & make yourself  a promise to “finally make some
of  those old dreams come true this year!!”. [Lynne S]

To get more organized and to do my dishes. [Sheila]

No more resolutions [Patty Puline]

Haven’t thought about resolutions... the year went too
fast to even think about it. [Sam]

Get closer to retirement.  [Grant Schmid III]

What was your best New Year’s
Eve?

(continued from cover)

DESIGNATED DRIVERS
SAVE LIVES
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Calendar
This calendar is also online at www.eriegaynews.com/calendar.html

Dec 24-25 - Christmas at Trance 1607 Raspberry
St, Erie PA. “Have you been naughty or nice? Santa
is coming to Trance! You are cordially invited to spend
Christmas with your friends and Santa at Trance!”
(814) 456-2037. Email lee@trancedanceclub.com.
www.trancedanceclub.com.

Dec 24-25 - Christmas at Queen of  Hearts (War-
ren OH) Christmas Party and Show 132-136 Pine
Avenue, SE (330) 395-1100  www.onecom.net/
guraqueen/index.htm

Jan 1 - New Year’s Day Tea Dance at Trance 1607
Raspberry St, Erie PA. “College Bowl Games all day!
Live DJ at 4 PM. And of  course there will be
munchies!” Ph: (814) 456-2037. Email
l e e @ t r a n c e d a n c e c l u b . c o m .
www.trancedanceclub.com.

Jan 5 - Always Our Children meets Catholic Chari-
ties, 329 W 10th St, Erie PA For Catholic parents of
GLBT children Phone: (814) 456-2091.

Jan 7 - Vertigo Party (Butler PA) BYOB
vertigov@aol.com. www.webspawner.com/users/
vertigov.

Jan 8 - Menspace at Dave Amy’s 3123 Raspberry
St, Erie PA 7:30 PM. Contact: Michael Mahler. Phone:
(814) 456-9833. Email: info@eriegaynews.com.
Browse to http://menspace.eriegaynews.com.

Jan 9 - Jazz Brunch at Village Dance Club, 133 W
18th St, Erie PA 12 PM. Opens at noon, begin serv-
ing at 1 PM. Phone: (814) 452-0125. Email:
village@velocity.net. Browse to
www.thevillageerie.com.

Jan 10 - PFLAG-Erie/Crawford Co. meets Unitar-
ian Universalist Congregation of  Erie, 7180 New
Perry Highway, Erie PA 7 PM - 9 PM. Regular monthly
meeting Contact: Maureen. Phone: (814) 898-8341.
Email: pflagerie@eriegaynews.com

Jan 15 - Deadline for February 2005 edition of  Erie
Gay News (Erie Gay News, 1115 W 7th St, Erie PA)
Contact: Michael Mahler. Phone: (814) 456-9833.
Email: info@eriegaynews.com. Browse to
www.eriegaynews.com.

Jan 15 - 2 Girls Alone at Two Friends Italian Mar-
ket 25 E 10th St, Erie PA 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM. Phone:
(814) 461-9666. Email: twogirlsalone@att.net.

Jan 15 - 10% Network Pizza and Porn Party (Rob
and Jon’s, 18 Lakeview Drv, Jamestown NY) Con-
tact: Michael Mahler. Phone: (716) 484-1661. Email:
jtown-admin@eriegaynews.com. Browse to http://
jamestowntenpercent.tripod.com.

Feb 2 - Always Our Children meets Catholic Chari-
ties, 329 W 10th St, Erie PA For Catholic parents of
GLBT children Phone: (814) 456-2091.
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Calendar
Feb 4 - Vertigo Party (Butler PA) Vertigo is BYOB
vertigov@aol.com. www.webspawner.com/users/
vertigov.

Feb 5 - Asians and Friends Cleveland Chinese New
Year Celebration “AFC’s 10th annual celebration of
the Chinese new year will take place at a lavish new
Chinatown restaurant with a multi-course banquet and
glittering show! Come mix with our sister groups from
Pittsburgh, Columbus and beyond!”
afcleveland@aol.com, (440) 552-2120,  http://
members.aol.com/afcleveland.

Feb 12 - Menspace Potluck Dinner - ‘Roaring Red’
(Jeff  Hill’s & Gary Snyder’s) 7:30 PM. ‘Okay you
Drugstore Cowboys and Molls, it’s time to roll down
your stockings and rouge your knees to the sights and
sounds of  the Roaring ’20s. That’s right, it’s Flapper
Girls, Bathtub Gin, lots of  Hooch, and good times at
the Speakeasy of  Jeff  and Gary’s. Grab a dish along
with something to eat or drink and swing on over to
1146 Brown Ave in Erie for the best of  times. Prohi-
bition may be long gone but the good music and swill
of the era still bring out fun for all. Not sure what to
wear for the occasion? Check out Chicago, Ragtime,
the Great Gatsby and other movies for ideas. Not
only is the 1920s a decadent and fun decade, it was a
time of  letting loose. And don’t forget that Valentine’s

Day is just around the corner, so of  course Red is the
primary color choice. Any questions, feel free to con-
tact Gary at gar_bear73@hotmail.com - Lookin’ for-
ward to Whoopee!’ Contact: Michael Mahler. Phone:
(814) 456-9833. Email: info@eriegaynews.com.
Browse to http://menspace.eriegaynews.com.

Feb 13 - Jazz Brunch (Village Dance Club, 133 W
18th St, Erie PA)  12 PM. Opens at noon, begin serv-
ing at 1 PM. Phone: (814) 452-0125. Email:
village@velocity.net. Browse to http://
www.thevillageerie.com.

Feb 14 - PFLAG meets (Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of  Erie, 7180 New Perry Highway,
Erie PA) 7 PM - 9 PM. Regular monthly meeting
Phone: (814) 898-8341. Email:
pflagerie@eriegaynews.com.

Feb 15 - Deadline for March 2005 edition of  Erie
Gay News (Erie Gay News, 1115 W 7th St, Erie
PA) Phone: (814) 456-9833. Email:
info@eriegaynews.com. Browse to http://
www.eriegaynews.com.

What you don’t know can hurt you.
Get tested for HIV.

FrFrFrFrFreeeeeeeeee,,,,, Anon Anon Anon Anon Anonymous HIV Testinymous HIV Testinymous HIV Testinymous HIV Testinymous HIV Testinggggg

Monday: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Tuesday & Friday: 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.

Wednesday & Thursday: 4:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

For more information,
call 412-242-2500 or
visit www.patf.org

Erie Gay News print edition
can be viewed online at

www.eriegaynews.com



8 Erie Gay News - January 2005

New Year’s Eve
Restaurants and Coffeeshops
Eclectic Etceteras 118 Erie St., Edinboro PA. “New
Years Eve we will be closing at 5 PM, closed the holi-
day and the following Sundays. We will also be closed
from Jan 1-4 for ‘freshening up!’ Have a great holiday
season!

Papa Joe’s Pepperoni Cafe 402 West 8th, Erie
(814)455-1292. Open until 7:00 PM New Year’s Eve.
Will be open regular hours (4 PM to 11 PM) on New
Year’s Day; Ron Freeman & Friends will perform.

Papermoon 14th & State, Erie. Special holiday dance
and cabaret. Six-course dinner. Live from New York,
Joe Gransden Quintet 5-piece band. 9 PM to 2 AM.
$125 per person. Also having dinners off  menu from
4 to 6:30 PM.  Call restaurant for details (814) 455-
7766.

Two Friends Italian Market 25 E. 10th, Erie PA (814)
451-9966 will be open New Year’s Eve until almost
midnight. Bring your own wine or beer.

GAYELLOW PAGES
TM

For an application to be listed (no charge), current
editions and prices, mailing labels, etc., please send a

self-addressed stamped envelope
to Renaissance House, PO Box 533-EGN,

Village Station, New York, NY 10014
212-674-0120 Fax: 212-420-1126

Email: gayellowpages@earthlink.net

http://gayellowpages.com

Find us at gay-friendly stores like
Body Language, Cleveland 216-251-3330

Rainbow Pride Gift Shop, Buffalo 716-855-0222
and many others at http://gayellowpages.com/2buy.htm

INFORMING THE LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL
& TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY SINCE 1973

Accommodations, bars, business and not-for-profit resources
Separate WOMEN’S and ETHNIC/MULTICULTURAL sections

USA/CANADA: $16 by first class mail.
Al l states and provinces, national headquarters of

organizations, mail order companies, etc.

EAST and SOUTH Edition: $12 by first class mail
AL, AR, AZ, CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, HI, KS, KY, LA, MA, MD,
ME, MO, MS, NH, NJ, NM, NY, NC, OH, OK, PA, PR, RI,

SC, TN, TX, US Virgin Is, VA, VT, WV

Erie
Snow Ball at Trance 1607 Raspberry St, Erie PA.
Come to our First Annual New Year's Eve Party!
White attire please. Free champagne, hors d'oeuvres.
Entertainment featuring the First Lady of  the Palm
Beaches Melissa St. John Phone: (814) 456-2037.
Email lee@trancedanceclub.com. Browse to
www.trancedanceclub.com.

New Year’s Eve Party at The Village 133 W 18th
St, Erie PA Phone: (814) 452-0125. Email:
village@velocity.net. Browse to
www.thevillageerie.com.

Zone New Year’s Eve Blast 1711 State St, Erie PA.
“Celebrate the New Year with your friends at our last
big blast of  the year!... and you know we know how
to throw a party! We'll be popping corks at midnight
—to toast in the new year, new friends, and new fun
for 2005 at the Zone!  Thank you and Happy New
Year from your friends at the Zone!” Phone: (814)
459-1711.

Jamestown
New Year’s Eve Party at Rascals  701 N. Main,
Jamestown NY (716)484-3220. Party favors, food
champagne.

Sneakers New Year’s Eve Party 100 West Harrison
Street, Jamestown NY (716)484-8816.

Warren Ohio  & Butler County
New Years Eve Party & Show at Queen of  Hearts
(Warren OH) 132-136 Pine Avenue, SE (330) 395-
1100  www.onecom.net/guraqueen/index.htm

New Year’s Eve Vertigo (Butler PA). At this point
Vertigo organizers were still trying to decide if  they
had enough interest to go ahead with this event. Con-
tact them for updated information: Email:
vertigov@aol.com Web:  www.webspawner.com/us-
ers/vertigov/index.html

Nearby First Night Celebrations
First Night Pittsburgh 2005 www.firstnightpgh.com/
First Night Buffalo 2005 www.firstnightbuffalo.org/

ERIE YELLOW CAB
455-4441
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On stage
Selected area events that may be of  interest to GLBT audiences

Making Gay History at Buffalo United Artists/Main
Street Cabaret, 672 Main St, Buffalo NY) By Eric
Marcus, adapted for the stage by Matthew Crehan
Higgins. January 21 – February 12, 2005. “In 1950,
Americans were almost unanimous in their discom-
fort with the country’s homosexual citizens. While
most gay and lesbian people were hiding, small groups
of  courageous individuals began to take a stand, and
set to motion a civil rights movement that would for-
ward the goals and lives of  their people. From clan-
destine meetings in basements, bar room raids, and
AIDS through protests, legislative gains, and the con-
struction of  a major center in Washington, DC more
than fifty ordinary people who achieved extraordi-
nary things told their stories to bestselling author Eric
Marcus. Get in touch with your past with this world
premiere event.” Phone: (716) 886-9239 Email:
info@buffalobua.org. www.buffalobua.org.

Suzanne Westenhoefer at The Tralf January 22. The
Tralf  is at 622 Main Street, 2nd Floor, in Buffalo (716)
854-3068 Email: info@newtralf.com
www.newtralf.com

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Aspects of Love Proudly
Presents Productions (Pittsburgh’s GLBT non profit
community theater) will perform this romantic show,
which runs February 10 to 20.  Gemini Theater, 7501
Penn Avenue in Pittsburgh (located inside The Fac-
tory in Point Breeze).  Tickets are $12 with advance
reservations and $15 at the door. Call (412) 922-0863
for reservations.

Rent at University of  Buffalo Center for Performing
Arts, Feb. 22 and 23. (716) 645-ARTS www.ubcfa.org

The Laramie Project   Allegheny College (Playshop
Theatre) in Meadville. February 24, 25, 26 at 8 PM
and February 27 at 2:30 PM (814) 332-3414.
Chronicles the life of  the town of  Laramie, Wyoming
in the year after a young gay man named Matthew
Shepard was murdered there.

Tribute to Liberace March 20 at Warner Theatre, Erie
PA “An Erie Civic Music Presentation. Martin Preston
performs a unique program that includes spectacular
costume changes. The great opera singer and stage
star William Garron accompanies Preston.”  Tickets
(814) 864-5681 Web: www.eriecivicmusic.com

Websites and email lists for area
performers:
Greg Ropp www.gregropp.com
Jocelyn Porter Project
www.jocelynporterproject.com

Leah Zicari  www.leahzicari.com
Two Girls Alone  http://twogirlsalone.iuma.com email
list:  twogirlsalone@att.net.

Linda Foll Johnson, GRI, RRS
Associate Broker
814-864-3200 ext 325
or 814-397-0615
lfjohnson@howardhanna.com

Real Estate Services

Vineyard Treasures
Vineyard Treasures

~~~

Antiques & Collectables
Buy - Sell - Consign

Daniel Jenkin

10659 West Main Road
North East, PA 16428

814-725-3597

Hours 10AM - 5PM
Sundays 12PM - 5PM
Closed Wednesday 
& Major Holidays

~~~
~~~

~~~
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Religion & Spirituality

Beware Religious Coercion
by Rabbi John Bush

As one drives around Erie these days the eyes
are treated to lights in the darkness. A person may also
be blessed to see signs put up by Rick Griffith Proper-
ties spreading positive messages. This past weekend
one could see the Thanksgiving theme on many of
them: “Give thanks for children,” “Give thanks for
parents,” “Give thanks for grandchildren,” “Give
thanks for grandparents,” and “Give thanks for mates.”
These signs warmed my heart as much as the food
that I ate on Thanksgiving Day. But I had a favorite
among all the signs. It seemed to give a direct lead-in
to the Jewish Festival of  Lights beginning this year on
the evening of  December 7th: “Give thanks for reli-
gious freedom.”

The Chanukah story of  religious freedom and
dedication seems to be one that we need to hear again
this year when our pollsters have told us that moral
choices, values, and religious beliefs dictated the out-
come of  the November elections. Implicit in these
types of  observations is the idea that there is only one

system of  true moral values, and that only one politi-
cal party or one candidate embodies them.  To hold
such a belief  denies the reality that there are many
different, legitimate moral systems.  We must be care-
ful of  thinking that we are right, and everyone else is
wrong. As Susan B. Anthony said:  “I distrust those
who know so well what God wants them to do be-
cause I notice it always coincides with their own de-
sires.”

So I embrace the message from the sign: “Thank
God for religious freedom.” Face it. Every religious
tradition is based upon the idea that its texts and tradi-
tions direct its adherents to behavior that reflects the
Divine will.  Yet we see that in case after case a par-
ticular faith tradition may put more emphasis on one
text and minimize the importance of  others. For ex-
ample the words from Leviticus 20:13, which speak
of  homosexual relations, and which were often used
in the states which adopted constitutional amendments
banning gay marriage, call it an abomination. Yet the
word “abomination” is used 143 times in the Sacred
Scriptures to condemn eating pork and shellfish, mix-
ing wool and linen, and more.  I have yet to see any
groundswell to ban pork or the closing of  Red Lob-
ster restaurants by constitutional amendment. Yet we
may ask why one “abomination” is considered worthy
of a constitutional ban and others are not. I feel pretty
confident that many of  those individuals who cam-
paigned so strongly for bans on gay marriage have not
sworn off  of  ribs, ham, shellfish, cheeseburgers or
other abominations. Likewise, I haven’t seen any great
move to return to stoning for rebellious sons as pre-
scribed in Deuteronomy.

Clearly, people read the Scriptures with particu-
lar viewpoints. At this season of  celebrating religious
freedom I am heartened by the message of  the
Maccabees that we face more danger from giving in to
religious coercion than we do from holding our own
values and morals in high esteem. Thank God for re-
ligious freedom! Happy Holidays, and may we all be
blessed with peace.

Rabbi Bush is spiritual leader of  Temple Anshe Hesed in Erie.
This column originally appeared in the Erie Times News on
Saturday, December 4, 2004. It is reprinted with permission.

E G N
Erie Gay News

1115 West 7th Stre e t
E r i e, PA 16502-11 0 5
All information kept in confidence.

Ke ep Info rmed 
with your commu n i t y !

O n ly $2 0
for a one-year 
s u b s c r i p t i o n!

Please send a check for $20 and 
Name, Address, City, State and Zip

(E-mail and Phone optional) to: 
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PFLAG News
by PFLAG-Erie and Crawford Counties
Chapter

We send all of  you the warmest wishes for a
wonderful holiday season and good health and suc-
cess in the New Year.

Since we are operating on two fronts from now
through April, 2005, (Erie and Florida), PFLAG-Erie
has a new (temporary) email address. You should dis-
continue using the adelphia.net email address now, and
use the following address, until further notice:
pflagerie@eriegaynews.com. Our snail mail address
remains the same.

Our next PFLAG support group meeting is, as
usual, the second Monday of  the month: Monday, Janu-
ary 10th. The meeting will be at the Unitarian Univer-
salist Congregation of  Erie, 7180 New Perry Hwy. (Rte.
90), Erie, from 7 to 9 P.M. (Take exit 27 off  of  Rte.
90, and go north about a half  mile.) For support, call
Maureen (814-898-8341), email us at
pflagerie@eriegaynews.com, or write to: P.O. Box 133,
Harborcreek, PA 16421.

In Memoriam
Neal Remembered

Erie Gay News notes with sadness the re-
cent passing of Neal. Neal had long been a kind
and thoughtful member of  the community who
had been a gracious host. His friends looked for-
ward to his annual post Christmas party, and Neal
held many friendly and elegant dinner parties. For
the past several years, he had hosted Menspace in
the month of  March. Neal also helped with about
half  the newsletter folding work parties during
the current run of  Erie Gay News. Neal man-
aged it all with a smile in spite of  injuries suffered
in an accident in the early 90’s and diabetic com-
plications.

We extend our deepest condolences to his
family and friends. He will be very much missed.
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National News Briefs
by Bob

Canadian Supreme Court Paves
Way for Gay Marriage

Gay marriage may soon be legal throughout
Canada.  The Canadian Supreme Court has told the
federal government that the Canadian Parliament has
the right to redefine marriage as the union of  two
people.

Prime Minister Paul Martin says he intends to
present a bill to legalize same-sex marriage in Parlia-
ment.  The Martin government is expected to call for
a vote on the bill as early as this month or next.

In responding to a set of reference questions
from the government, the Supreme Court justices also
said that religious officials can not be forced to cel-
ebrate a same-sex marriage, or any other type of  mar-
riage, that violates the teachings of  their faith.

Same-sex marriage is already legal in five of
Canada’s most populous provinces, including Ontario,
Quebec and British Columbia, as provincial courts have
already ruled that marriage should be available to both
gay and straight couples.

HRC, Other Groups Differ on Gay
Agenda

The Human Rights Campaign (HRC) and other
LGBT organizations may have differing opinions on
the direction the gay rights movement should be tak-
ing.

In a letter to Congress, several prominent LGBT
leaders distanced themselves from the HRC, the
nation’s largest gay rights group, because it reportedly
plans to shift its strategy to include political bargain-
ing and easing up on the push for equal marriage rights.

The problem stems from a New York Times ar-
ticle that claims HRC leaders are planning to “moder-
ate” their goals in response to the widespread antigay
election victories last month.

According to the Times, the HRC is considering
supporting President Bush’s plan to partly privatize
Social Security in exchange for a guarantee that gay
partners would receive benefits under the program.
The article also indicates that HRC plans to adopt a
more conservative strategy, placing less emphasis on

legalizing same-sex marriage and more on changing
minds through personal relationships.

Those who signed the letter to Congress include
Democratic strategist and fund-raiser David Mixner,
philanthropist David Bohnett and leaders of  several
national LGBT organizations, including the National
Center for Lesbian Rights (NCLR), the National Black
Justice Coalition, Servicemembers Legal Defense Net-
work, National Gay and Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF),
Dignity USA and Seniors in a Gay Environment
(SAGE).

The HRC, however, has publicly disputed the
Times article, calling it an inaccurate and incomplete
overview of  the agency’s agenda.

“There will be no retreat or compromise in the
pursuit of  full equality for LGBT Americans, includ-
ing our right to marry, protect our families and be free
from discrimination at work,” HRC said in a prepared
statement.  The group also said it has not taken a po-
sition on the issue of  privatizing Social Security.

In the meantime, Cheryl Jacques, president of
the Human Rights Campaign, recently quit or was fired,
over differences with the organization’s board.

The organization declined to comment on re-
ports of  Jacques’ firing, but they did not deny that she
had been let go.  HRC released a statement saying the
board and Jacques made a joint decision, based on a
“difference in management philosophy.”  Jacques
served as HRC president for less than a year.

New Zealand Approves Civil Unions
The New Zealand Parliament has approved leg-

islation establishing Civil Unions in that country.
The bill allows same-sex couples and common-

law spouses to have the same rights and obligations as
married couples, without changing the country’s Mar-
riage Act, which states marriage is only between a man
and a woman. The new law goes into effect April 26,
2005.

The member of  Parliament in charge of  the bill,
David Benson-Pope, said the legislation takes nothing
away from marriage.

“Once this bill is passed, and the sky doesn’t fall
in, the opposition to it will very quickly evaporate,” he
said. “It gives the simplest of  things — the formal
recognition and respect by our laws for the individual
choices of  New Zealanders.”
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National News Briefs
Court Says Adoption Lawsuit Can
Proceed

A federal judge has ruled that a lawsuit seeking
to strike down an antigay Oklahoma adoption law may
proceed.

U.S. District Judge Robin Cauthron found that
a lawsuit filed by Lambda Legal against Gov. Brad
Henry and Attorney General Drew Edmondson has
merit and can go forward. The state had asked the
court to dismiss the case.

In the ruling, Judge Cauthron said, “... if  Gov-
ernor Henry faithfully executes this Oklahoma law
pursuant to his duty to do so, no state agency will rec-
ognize these plaintiffs as a family, and these plaintiffs
could be deprived of  all the legal rights and obliga-
tions associated with that relationship.”

Brian Chase, a staff  attorney for Lambda Legal
said “The judge clearly sees how dangerous this law is
for families in Oklahoma. The Legislature singled out
these families and tried to strip them of  all legal pro-
tections, and that’s unconstitutional.”

The law, passed last April, says that Oklahoma
“shall not recognize an adoption by more than one
individual of  the same sex from any other state or
foreign jurisdiction.”

The new law is intended to forbid same-sex
couples residing outside of Oklahoma from adopting
children from the state. State law already prohibits in-
state same-sex couples from co-adopting children, al-
though gay and lesbian individuals may adopt.

Marriage Bill Introduced in
California

A bill to legalize same-sex marriage in Califor-
nia has been introduced in the state legislature by Gay
California Assemblyman Mark Leno (D-San Fran-
cisco).

Last year, Leno’s Marriage License Nondiscrimi-
nation Act passed two committee votes and support-
ers say the bill should advance even further this year,
perhaps becoming law.

“I feel we have a very strong possibility of  get-
ting the bill passed in both the Assembly and the Sen-
ate and getting it to the governor’s desk,” said Geof-
frey Kors, executive director of  Equality California, a

civil rights organization working to gain same-sex mar-
riage rights in the state.

“The state Senate and state Assembly each have
pro-LGBT majorities,” said Kors, who noted that for
the first time, five percent of  the Legislature is made
up of  lesbian and gay members. In addition, several
key legislators, including the House Speaker and Sen-
ate President, support gay rights.  Republican Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger “says he has no problem with
same-sex marriage,” according to Kors.

Methodist Church Moves to Oust
Lesbian Minister

A United Methodist Church (UMC) trial has
found a lesbian minister guilty of  violating church law
by being honest about her sexuality.

By a 12-1 vote, a jury of  UMC clergy ruled that
Rev. Irene Elizabeth Stroud, 34, violated a church law
that forbids “self-avowed, practicing homosexuals”
from ministry. During the penalty phase, the jury voted
7-6 to defrock Rev. Stroud, according to the Associ-
ated Press.

Protesters stood vigil during the two-day trial
held in Pughtown, PA, some shielding themselves from
the rain under rainbow-colored umbrellas.

Stroud, came out to her Philadelphia congrega-
tion during a sermon last year, acknowledging her long-
term relationship with a woman. “I have come to a
place where my discipleship, my walk with Christ, re-
quires telling the whole truth, and paying whatever
price truthfulness requires,” she said.  Although Rev.
Stroud’s congregation has been mostly supportive, she
told reporters after the verdict she didn’t anticipate
the same reaction from the entire church.

“I did not go into this expecting to win,” she
said. “I went into it knowing that it would be a painful
moment in the life of  the United Methodist Church.”

Helpful numbers
Gay and Lesbian National Hotline 1-888-843-
GLNH  www.glnh.org/index_.html
Covenant House  Nineline (youth)
1-800-999-9999
Trevor Helpline for Suicidal Gay Youth
1-800-850 8078



14 Erie Gay News - January 2005

HIV/AIDS

Patty Puline, Erie County Health Department
Contributing Editor

Who’s to know? You’re home alone, typing in
front of  the computer monitor, and feeling very lonely.
All of  a sudden, someone sends you an IM, and
whoosh, the talk begins.

Innocent at first, but then daring, explicit and
downright inviting. Who’s to know? You can hide be-
hind a screen name, never divulge your real name. Then
it happens. You meet IRL. What happens next? It’s up
to you.

If  it’s just casual sex, then be up front with the
dude – tell him you practice safer sex. Bring out the
condoms, the lubes, the protection. Being honest is part
of  being safe. Being safe is part of  life and living out-
side of  that is risky behavior.

Recent studies that report high rates of
unprotected sex and outbreaks of STD
among men who meet other men in
Internet chat rooms  – Mark Vogel (HIV
InSite)

There are people who care about safer sexual
practices, and encourage others to do the same. One
such man, Frank Strona, has a website
www.safesexcity.com, which is a cyber-community
geared toward men who have sex with men commit-
ted to safer sex practices.

Frank Strona:  One of  the things to keep
in mind with Internet behavior is there is a
perception of  anonymity. It is a cultural
norm to be able to put a photograph in the
profile out there that does not have a face,
it does not have a name associated and I
think that there is a level of  personal safety
that you believe you have, giving the fact
that you think people cannot identify you.
So you can write your profile as a modified
code, hoping other people will read it the
same way and then you can have a
combination of  emails exchanged or
messages exchanged that allows you to kind
of  refine where and what behavior you

choose to go to and then, if  you want to
have that next step, you can display your
face. The downside of  that is, more often
than not, in such small locations that we
have, you end up knowing who the people
are even before you see the face shot, and
once you get more and more comfortable
and you find less and less fear based on
whatever program you are in, you start to
change those images. But I really do think a
lot of  it is based on comfort level of
perceived anonymity.

How does the role of  the Internet play such an
overwhelming part of  MSM and their sexual lives? Is
it just plain loneliness or is it a new way of  communi-
cating? Avoiding the bar scene, personal contact, and
the illusion of  a relationship through cybersex. These
types of  cyber meetings are just part of  a number of
interesting trends in Erie and the tri-state area.

National studies in the U.S. have documented
high rates of  unprotected sex among men recruited
from online venues

Erie Gay News has always been a leader, a force
for change in the face of  prevention. They have
partnered with the health department to promote HIV
awareness through online surveys, advertising and
health promotion. Encouraging safer sex at the rallies
and the annual picnic, they remain dedicated to HIV
and STD prevention.

Let’s unite now to get out the message about
Internet chat rooms and the undue influence this has
on sexual experimentation and unsafe sexual practices.
It is time for online prevention initiatives to promote
HIV awareness and to identify the triggers for Inter-
net sexual encounters.  True prevention lies in appli-
cation of  the learning. Know why you are talking to
this person, identify your need, complete a personal
inventory, then remember, practice safer sex!

Happy Holidays,
Patty Puline

Chat Rooms and Men who have Sex with Men
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This & That
by Deb Spilko

Gary from Rascals says they will start having a
“Dinner & Movie Night” at the bar, starting on Janu-
ary 9. “We’ll have special stuff  to eat, and the movie
will usually be gay-oriented,” he said. They’re going to
see how it goes before deciding how often they’ll be
doing these events. Rascals is located at 701 N. Main
in Jamestown, NY (716)484-3220.

What a shame about Clemens Zehender-
Wiese (aka “The Skinny Chef ”) having to return to
his home country of  Switzerland.  The popular chef,
television personality, performer, instructor and au-
thor was also supportive of  Erie’s GLBT community.
At the 1997 Pride Picnic, and again at the 1999 Pride
Rally, he entertained people with his “Clumsi Clemsi”
clown persona. We wish him the best of  luck.

If  you are coming to Erie to celebrate the holi-
days, please note that the conveniently-located hotel

Bear Invasion
Submitted by Pete

In early November the Washington, DC Bear
Club held its annual Bear Invasion. Peter, an active
member of  Menspace, entered the competition for Mr.
DC Bear 2004 and took Second Place in the contest!
Part of  the competition was to raise money for local
DC charities. The four finalist had 20 minutes to cir-
culate through the audience and were able to collect
over $2500. Along with donations from other Bear
Invasion events the money was donated to the follow-
ing 4 non-profits: —Brother Help Thyself, which in-
vests in and nurtures non-profits serving Baltimore /
Washington’s LGBT and HIV/AIDS community; —
The Mautner Project, which is the National Lesbian
Health Organization promoting Lesbian Health
through Research, Advocacy, Education & Direct Ser-
vices; —Pets-DC, which enables people living with
HIV/AIDS to maintain and care for their pets; and
The Sexual Minority Youth Assistance League (SMYAL
- pronounced SMILE), which supports and enhances
the self-esteem of  gay and questioning youth. Each
year the BCDC selects different charities to support
and has donated more than $25,000 since the first Bear
Invasion.

Clemens Zehender-Wiese performing
at 1997 Pride Picnic at Presque Isle.

at 18th & State is now the Ramada Inn (no longer
Holiday Inn Downtown). They are at (814)454-2961.

The ACLU is mounting a drive to get at least
100,000 people to sign the “I Refuse to Surrender
My Freedom” Pledge before the Presidential Inau-
guration on January 20, 2005. The Pledge says, “I
pledge to join with over 400,000 ACLU members and
supporters to help ensure that the President, his ad-
ministration, and our leaders in Congress fulfill their
duty to preserve, protect, and defend our Constitu-
tion. By reaffirming my commitment to the American
values of  justice and liberty for all, I am enlisting in a
powerful movement to defend our freedoms against
assaults on our civil liberties.”  To sign the Pledge or
for more information go to www.aclu.org  There also
may be some local organizing along those lines. People
on the Erie GLBT List and GLBT Vote will be kept
updated on that if it does happen.

(photo by Mike Miller)



16 Erie Gay News - January 2005

Elevator 

Controlled Entry 

Laundry Facility 

Equipped Kitchen 

Community Room 

24 hour Emergency Maintenance 

Mini Blinds 

Cable Ready 

Central Air Conditioning 

High Efficiency Gas Furnaces 

Fire Sprinkler System 

Section 8 Housing Vouchers Accepted 

Apartment Features: 

Two and Three Bedroom Units Now Available! 

To qualified applicants. 

MAKE VILLA MARIA APARTMENTS 

YOUR NEW HOME IN 2005! 

815 PLUM STREET 

ERIE, PA  16502 
 

AFFORDABLE APARTMENTS STARTING AT 

$366.00/MO. PLUS UTILITIES 
INCOME LIMITS APPLY 

For more information or to schedule an appointment, 
call Joseph Szymczak at (814) 454-7602, ext. 56 

Email:  jszymczak@hands-erie.org 

Villa Maria Office Hours: 
Monday & Friday      9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Wednesday 12:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

First 

month’s rent 

FRE
E! 

With 1 year lease 

and paid 

security deposit. 


