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by Kate Hentz
Independent recording artist Tret Fure brings

her music to Erie for a first-ever concert at 8:00 PM
Saturday, November 22nd at the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation.

Fure has always been known for breaking rules.
She was only 19 when she toured and recorded
“Mousetrap” with Spencer Davis, and wrote the
record’s first single. At 21, Lowell George (Little Feat)
produced her self-titled debut record on MCA. There
followed work with Yes, Poco, the J. Geils Band, and
most notably, Cris Williamson. The advent of  Women’s
Music gave Tret a platform for using her engineering
gifts and multiple talents as a singer-songwriter.

When Tret returned to recording solo, she won
2001 Album of  the Year (Back Home) and Single of
the Year (“Angel of  Love”) awards from Outvoice Top
40. She brings old favorites and brand new music to
Erie with her just released My Shoes, a mix of  high
energy rockers, sweet piano ballads, and as always, a
nod to her family origins.  My Shoes (Tomboy Girl
83102) has already won critical acclaim from such no-
table trade publications as Sing Out! and Dirty Linen.

From Sing Out!
“Tret Fure has seldom gotten her due from the

folk music world because of  her penchant for open-
ing for rock acts, a tendency to pigeonhole her work
as ‘women’s music’ (though she helped create that very
label), and because her work was often subsumed in
her duo act with Cris Williamson.  After a highly pub-
licized breakup with Williamson – explored in the
album’s title cut - Fure’s new solo venture signals her
intent to do more than just move on.  This album soars.
And forget all the labels because My Shoes touches upon
universal themes like love, longing, peace, and social

Tret Fure in Erie November 22
justice.  It’s also a real potpourri of  musical styles, with
touches of  rock, pop, folk, and country shining
through.  The title track is rendered in a country folk
style that’s a cross between Waylon Jennings and Steve
Goodman, whereas ‘The Wedding’ is almost a torch

(continued on page 3)

Recording artist Tret Fure, above, will perform at the
Unitarian Universalist Congregation November 22.
(Photo by Irene Young)

Calendar inside on page 4
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Northwest Pennsylvania Area.
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timely news, comments and opinions of  interest to
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Tret Fure in Erie
(continued from previous page)
ballad.  Tender love songs like “Dream Time” stand
cheek-by-jowl with slapdash bits of  giddiness like ‘How
in the World.’  And only someone made of  stone could
listen without tearing up to ‘Three Generations,’ a song
that connects Fure to her mother and grandmother
through a wedding band.  (The song is made all the
more poignant in that Fure recently lost her mother.)
Given the insanity of  world events these days, it’s hard
not to find resonance in Fure’s ‘Hawk and Dove.’  She
has never sounded better, reaching down for husky
low notes one moment, then climbing to the top of
the scales the next.  This mature effort surely ranks
among Fure’s finest works and will be savored by old-
time fans and new fans alike.” -

~R. Weir Sing Out! Vol. 47; #2, Summer 2003

From Dirty Linen: The magazine of folk and world
music. (ACE)

“Tret Fure has spent 30-plus years in the music
business, having released her first solo album in 1973.
She’s worked with some of  the biggest names in popu-

lar music, including Spencer Davis, Bonnie Raitt, Yes,
and J. Geils Band.  In recent years, Fure has blazed a
trail in the women’s acoustic music movement.  Fol-
lowing up her successful 2001 release Back Home is My
Shoes, a thoughtful blend of  folk and pop.  The album’s
13 tracks tackle such topics as war and peace (‘Hawk
and the Dove’), murder (‘Noel Evans’), and poverty
(‘The Apartment’), in addition to a variety of  personal
relationships.  Fure’s lyrics are candid and refreshingly
honest, as in the title track, which seeks understanding
for her lifestyle rather than judgment.”
    ~(ACE)  Dirty Linen, August/September ’03, #107

Tour Tret’s website www.tretfure.com and you’ll
see that not only is she a gifted singer/songwriter with
a fulltime national touring schedule; she and partner
Jane Weldon have opened a retail business, Tomboy
girl in Madison, Wisconsin; she’s an accomplished
cook with a published a cookbook of  her own gour-
met recipes; she holds office in her musicians’ union
Local 1000, and she’s a talented carpenter, plumber,
and electrician. There doesn’t seem to be much this
Tomboy girl wouldn’t dare attempt.

Tret headlines the concert at the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Congregation, 7180 Perry Highway in Erie at
8 PM on Saturday, November 22, 2003.  Guest artist
Leah Zicari will perform an opening set.  Tickets $15
are available at Aromas Coffeehouse, 2174 West 8th

Street in Erie, or online at www.tomboygirl.com.
Tret and Jane be selling items from their Tom-

boy girl line of  clothing before the show, at inter-
mission, and afterward, and you can have anything you
purchase signed by Tret.  Tree Hug Trading will have
a table of  wares to sell as well, so it will be a fine op-
portunity for some holiday shopping.  And of  course,
Aromas Coffeehouse will be on hand to serve hot
beverages for a festive night out.

Kate Hentz is a freelance writer in Westfield, NY; she
can be reached at tallfirs@cecomet.net.

EGN Calendar
see page 4!
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For more information contact us at: 
15870 Route 322 
Clarion, PA 16214 
814-764-6066 or 800-359-AIDS
(2437) 

Provides access to educational,
medical, financial, and supportive 
services for those affected with HIV/
AIDS in Northwest Pennsylvania 

In Erie contact us at: 
1001 State St. Suite 806 
Renaissance Centre 
Erie, PA 16501 
814-456-8849 or 800-400-AIDS 

O r g a n i z a t i o n  

 

  Northwest Pennsylvania 

Rural AIDS Alliance 

 

EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO PREVENTION 

                             VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

                    WWW.NORTHWESTALLIANCE.ORG 

GEGET T 

TESTED :

YOU 

NEED TO NEED TO 

KNOW KNOW 

Calendar
This calendar is also online at www.eriegaynews.com/calendar.html
Oct 17-26 - 18th Annual Pittsburgh International
Lesbian & Gay Film Festival (Pittsburgh PA) Se-
lection of  films at various venues dealing with GLBT
community. Phone: (412) 232-3277. Email:
pilgff@aol.com. Browse to www.pilgff.org.
Oct 25 - Laura Presutti at Papa Joe’s West 8th &
Chestnut. 8-10 PM
Oct 25 - Performance: 5 Empty Chambers (Dock-
sider Tavern, 1015 State St, Erie PA) 10 PM. With
special guest David Peters from Malibu CA. Browse
to www.gregropp.com.
Oct 26 - PFLAG Pizza Party at U of  Pitt (Titus-
ville PA) “We are giving a pizza party there on Sun-
day at 7 PM. If  you are interested in attending, please
contact Maureen (898-8341). We will meet with GLBT
students of  the U. of  Pitt and with students from
Clarion U. PFLAG has met with these groups at Ti-
tusville for the past 3 years. It is intended to be a shar-
ing of  concerns and support for those students.”

Oct 29 - Series Premiere: A Minute with Stan
Hooper. Sitcom on Fox, Wednesdays 8:30 PM. A
Manhattan reporter (Norm McDonald) moves to a
small town in Wisconsin, where a gay couple owns a
diner.
Oct 29 - Concert: Gina Young (Edinboro Univer-
sity, University Center, Edinboro PA) 9 PM. EUP’s
GLBTAQ group, Identity, is bringing Gina Young to
Edinboro. She will be at EUP on October 29th at 9 in
the UC. The concert is free and will last about an hour.
“Gina Young is a young lesbian artist, who as I am
told has an Ani Difranco feel, she sings a punk/folkish
style. It’s just her and a guitar. She has been known to
play with Sleater Kinney and Le tigre.” Email:
michaellecker@hotmail.com.
Oct 30 - Red Hot Halloween (Pittsburgh PA) Sanc-
tuary (Strip District), 1620 Penn Avenue. Benefits the
Pittsburgh AIDS Task Force & the Pittsburgh Inter-
national Lesbian & Gay Film Festival. Phone: (412)
242-2500. Email: commdir@city-net.com. Browse to
www.patf.org.
Oct 31 - Halloween Party at Rascals (Jamestown
NY) Costume contest. 701 N. Main St.  (716)484-3220.
Nov 1 - “Myths, Legends & Fairy Tales” Hallow-
een Party at The Village (Erie PA) 133 W. 18th St.
Phone: (814) 452-0125. Email: village@velocity.net.
Nov 1 - Big Top of  Terror - 3-Ring Halloween
Party! at Zone Dance Club (Erie PA) “Come one!
Come all, to the Scariest show on earth! - Party the
night away under the Big-Top with your friends as the
Dementia Brothers Circus puts on its final show!
Prizes!, Fun!, and Excitement! Run away and join the
circus! Dress as Evil Clowns or Side-Show Freaks
(strong man, snake woman, fortune teller, bearded lady,
magician, trapeze artist) Just come and have fun! Get

Red Hot Halloween
Benefits the Pittsburgh AIDS Task Force

& Pittsburgh International Lesbian & Gay Film Festival

Thurs, Oct 30, 2003
@Sanctuary in Pittsburgh’s Strip District

Visit www.patf.org for more info

http://www.eriegaynews.com
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Calendar
into the Zone! Your bar for Fright and Fun!” 1711
State St, phone: (814) 459-1711.
Nov 1 - Hallowqueen Party sponsored by Young-
stown Pride Center (Youngstown OH) 8-midnight.
A $5 donation is suggested. First Unitarian Church,
1105 Elm Street at Illinois Ave., Youngstown.  (330)
74-PRIDE 747-7433. youngstownpride@hotmail.com
www.angelfire.com/oh5/youngstownpride/
Nov 4 - Election Day
Nov 5 - “Always Our Children” meets (Erie PA)
Catholic Charities, 329 W. 10th St.  (814) 456-2091
Nov 7 - Dana Austin (Cleveland), black lesbian
stand-up comedian, New Sirrah House, 4170 Lee Rd,
Cleveland, (216)991-1554.
Nov 8 - Miss Jamestown Pageant at Rascals
(Jamestown NY)  701 N. Main St.  (716)484-3220.
Nov 8 - 2 Girls Alone at Two Friends Italian Mar-
ket 25 E 10th St, Erie PA. 8 PM-10 PM. Email:
twogirlsalone@att.net.
Nov 8 - Laura Presutti at Papa Joe’s West 8th &
Chestnut. 8-10 PM
Nov 8 -Melissa Ferrick in concert (Pittsburgh)
Cafe Club
Nov 9 - Jazz Brunch at The Village  (Erie PA) 133
W. 18th St. Noon til whenever. Laura Presutti will per-
form live 3-4PM. Phone: (814) 452-0125. Email:
village@velocity.net.
Nov 9 -  Melissa Ferrick in concert (Cleveland)
Grog Shop
Nov 10 - PFLAG Meeting (Erie PA) Unitarian Uni-
versalist Congregation of  Erie, 7180 New Perry High-
way, 7 PM-9 PM. Regular monthly meeting. Contact:
Maureen Koseff. Phone: (814) 898-8341. Email:
pflagerie@adelphia.net.

"The LGBT community has the
highest rate of smoking than any
other minority population."
- NY Times, 1999

The Gay American Smoke Out is an 
opportunity for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgendered (LGBT) individuals 
to challenge themselves to quit smoking. 

It is also an opportunity for LGBT 
organizations to provide resources for
quitting and host fun events to raise 
awareness about tobacco.

The Gay American Smoke Out is timed 
to coincide with the American Cancer
Society's Great American Smoke Out,
usually held the third Thursday in
November.

If you want to quit, or if your organization
wishes to host an event, browse to
www.gaysmokeout.net

And get ready to take your last drag!

Funded by the Pennsylvania
Department of Health

http://www.eriegaynews.com
http://www.artaloneendures.com
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Nov 22 - Tret Fure in Concert (Erie PA) Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of  Erie, 7180 New Perry
Highway, 8 PM. Leah Zicari will do opening set. Tick-
ets are $15 and are available at Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of  Erie, at Aromas Coffeehouse, (2174
W 8th St) or from Tomboygirl.com. For more infor-
mation see cover story, in this issue. Phone: (716) 326-
7480. Email: tomboygirls@aol.com. Browse to
www.tomboygirl.com.
Nov 22 - Performance: 5 Empty Chambers at LMS
Fest (Edinboro University, Edinboro PA) 7 PM.
With 4 bands TBA. All ages. Browse to
www.gregropp.com.
Nov 25 -Ani Difranco in concert (Buffalo) Klein-
hans Music Hall (716) 885-5000 or www.tickets.com
Dec 3 -“Always Our Children” meets Catholic
Charities, 329 W 10th St., Erie PA. Support group for
Catholic parents of  gay children (814) 456-2091.
Dec 6 - Menspace meets (Erie PA) 7:30 PM. Con-
tact: Michael Mahler. Phone: (814)456-9833. Email:
info@eriegaynews.com. Browse to http://
menspace.eriegaynews.com.
Dec 8 - PFLAG Meeting (Erie PA) Unitarian Uni-
versalist Congregation of  Erie, 7180 New Perry High-
way 7 PM - 9 PM. Regular meeting. Contact: Maureen
Koseff. Phone: (814) 898-8341. Email:
pflagerie@adelphia.net.
Dec 13 - 10% Network meets: Christmas Party at
John’s (Jamestown NY) 7:30 PM. Contact: Don.
Phone: (716) 484-1661. Email: donjaye@hotmail.com.
Browse to http://jamestowntenpercent.tripod.com/.
Dec 13 - Performance: 5 Empty Chambers at
Uncle Charlie’s 606 Giant Eagle Plaza, Edinboro PA.
10 PM. Special guest TBA. Browse to
www.gregropp.com.
Dec 13 - Laura Presutti at Papa Joe’s West 8th &
Chestnut. 8-10 PM
Dec 14 - Jazz Brunch (Village Supper Club, 133 W
18th St, Erie PA) 12 PM. Noon til whenever. Phone:
(814) 452-0125. Email: village@velocity.net.
Dec 15 - Deadline for January 2004 edition of  Erie
Gay News Contact: Michael Mahler. Phone: (814) 456-
9833. Email: info@eriegaynews.com.
www.gregropp.com.
Dec 27 - Laura Presutti at Papa Joe’s West 8th &
Chestnut. 8-10 PM

Nov 11 - Pansy Division at Mohawk Place (Buf-
falo) 47 East Mohawk Street Buffalo, New York 14203
(716) 855-3931 www.pansydivision.com
Nov 15 - Deadline for December 2003 edition of
Erie Gay News Contact: Michael Mahler. Phone:
(814) 456-9833. Email: info@eriegaynews.com.
Nov 15 - Menspace meets (Erie PA) 7:30 PM. Con-
tact: Michael Mahler. Phone: (814)456-9833. Email:
info@eriegaynews.com. Browse to http://
menspace.eriegaynews.com.
Nov 15 - 10% Network meets: Game Night
(Jamestown NY) Unitarian Church of  Jamestown,
1255 Prendergast Ave, 7:30 PM. Contact: Don. Phone:
(716) 484-1661. Email: donjaye@hotmail.com. Browse
to http://jamestowntenpercent.tripod.com/.
Nov 15 - Performance: 5 Empty Chambers at For-
ward Hall 2502 Peach St, Erie PA 10 PM. Browse to
www.gregropp.com.
Nov 16 - Steak Dinner at Rascals (Jamestown NY)
Between 5-6PM. 701 N. Main St.  (716)484-3220.
Nov 17 - Michael Feinstein in concert (Pittsburgh)
Benedum Center
Nov 20-22 - Fifth Annual Lake Erie Gala (Erie PA)
At the Holiday Inn-Downtown in Erie. You can see a
PDF of  brochure at www.eriesisters.org/gala03.pdf.
Browse to www.eriesisters.org/GALA1.html. email
gala@eriesister.org.
Nov 22 - Fantasy Man & American Dream at Ras-
cals (Jamestown NY) Strip show. 701 N. Main St.
(716)484-3220.
Nov 22 - Laura Presutti at Papa Joe’s West 8th &
Chestnut. 8-10 PM

Calendar

Calendar Listings
are FREE!

To list your event in this publication
please submit it no later than

15th of the month

http://www.eriegaynews.com
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Be Ye Kind One To Another (BYKOTA) Nonde-
nominational Christian group for GLBT people. Meets
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of  the month from 7 to 9 PM
at the Unitarian-Universalist Church in Meadville, 346
Chestnut St. (on Diamond Park, corner of  Chestnut
& S. Main.) Info: Lyta Seddig at rseddig@allegheny.edu

Erie Sisters Club (ESC) (CD/TV/TS/TG) 4th Sat-
urday of  the month at accepting establishments.
Changing facilities available. Info: 1903 W 8th St. Ste
162, Erie PA 16505-4936, browse www.eriesisters.org
or email eriesisters@eriesisters.org.

HIV/AIDS Support Group Meets the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of  the month from 7 to 8:30 at St. Mark’s.
Call Cheryl Weber at the St. Martin Center at (814)
452-6113 ext 20 for more info.

HIV Counseling and Testing (Free) Erie County
Department of  Health, 606 W 2nd St., Erie PA. Mon-
days 12 to 3:30 PM, Thursdays 9:30 AM to 1 PM. For
more info, call ECDH at (814) 451-6727. Other times
can be arranged.

Linda Foll Johnson, GRI, RRS
Associate Broker
814-864-3200 ext 325
or 814-397-0615
lfjohnson@howardhanna.com

Real Estate Services

On stage
Area events that may be of  interest to GLBT audiences

Jim David, openly-gay comedian, will be at
Cleveland’s Improv at the Powerhouse, 200 Sy-
camore,  216-696-4677. Oct. 28-Nov. 2

Erie Playhouse will present Rock Down
Broadway as part of  their Composer/Lyricist
Series (November 18 & 19, 2003 at  7:30PM)
Music from shows like Rent, Mamma Mia!,
Tommy and many more that will “rock” the the-
atre. www.erieplayhouse.org. Call the Box Office
at 454-2852, ext. 0 with questions on ticket prices
and show times

Greg Ropp, The Void, and Five Empty Cham-
bers Live performance dates listed at
www.gregropp.com.

Identity/EUP Edinboro University GLBT and allies
groups. Mondays, 9-11 PM, Women’s Center lounge,
Room 111, Centennial Hall. Info Gerry Hoffman at
(814) 732-2813 or ghoffman@edinboro.edu.

Mercyhurst Rainbow Club Student/faculty group
open to non-Mercyhurst folks as well. Meets alternate
Wednesday at 8 PM. For more info, call Jason at (814)
572-5590, or email freakyhippoboy@aol.com.

PFLAG Erie/Crawford County Parents, Family and
Friends of  Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) support group
meets 2nd Monday each month, 7-9 PM at Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of  Erie, 7180 New Perry
Hwy (Rte 97), Erie PA. Also Straight Spouse Network
focus group meets ad hoc (call for location/time for
this meeting.) Call Maureen (814)-898-8341, email
pflagerie@adelphia.net or write to PFLAG-Erie, PO
Box 133, Harborcreek PA 16421.

Pride & Respect for Youth in Sexual Minority
(PRYSM) (W NY) Southern Chautauqua County
group meets 1st & 3rd Tuesday. Northern Chautau-
qua County group meets 3rd Mon. (716)485-8628.
cwhite2@alltel.net. www.gaychautauqua.org/
youth.htm

Trigon (Penn State University - Behrend, Multi-
Cultural Center Suite, Erie PA) Thursdays at 7:30
PM in Multicultural Center, Reed Union Building. Info
Jeff  or Danielle/Trigon at trigonpsu@hotmail.com or
(814) 898-7162.

List your group here. Send to info@eriegaynews.com

Regularly Meeting Groups

http://www.eriegaynews.com
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PFLAG News
by Maureen Koseff
PFLAG-Erie/Crawford County

HRC Commissions
Several members of  PFLAG attended the meet-

ing of  the PA State Human Relations Commission,
held in Erie on Sept. 22. The State HRC is holding
meetings across the state to improve public aware-
ness of  the commission and its role, and to obtain
feedback from the various communities about the
needs of  their constituents. It was clear from testi-
mony presented that discrimination against many dif-
ferent categories of  people, including GLBT people,
continues to exist in Erie City and Erie County, and
that various administrations have neglected to improve
that situation over the past 30 years. We have an op-
portunity to reverse that trend, by supporting a county
human relations commission that has an ordinance
with teeth! Please find a way to contact the Erie City
Council, the Erie County Council, and the Erie County
Executive, to inform them that you want the Erie
County Human Relations Commission to continue to
operate with its current role of  investigating discrimi-
nation cases. Voice your support also for the resolu-
tion being proposed by the HRC's Advisory Commit-

tee to make the HRC ordinance comply with HUD
criteria, so that Erie will be eligible for $115,000 per
year for the next several years for housing assistance.
We can't let our current administrations ignore the
problem of  discrimination which diminishes civil rights
for those groups discriminated against.

PFLAG visits
We gave a presentation about PFLAG and in-

formation related to GLBT issues to a class at Penn
State Behrend on Oct 7th. The students were favor-
able disposed toward GLBT issues and seemed to
understand the information presented. We welcome
opportunities to reach student audiences, because it
fosters understand of GLBT people and their con-
cerns, and prepares the students to consider our view-
point when making decisions in the future. PFLAG
has been invited to the Univ. of  Pitt campus in Titus-
ville. We are giving a pizza party there on Sunday, Oct.
26 at 7 PM. If  you are interested in attending, please
contact Maureen (898-8341). We will meet with GLBT
students of  the U. of  Pitt and with students from
Clarion U. PFLAG has met with these groups at Ti-
tusville for the past 3 years. It is intended to be a shar-
ing of  concerns and support for those students.

Meeting Notes
Our November support group meeting is Mon-

day, November 11, 7-9PM, at the Unitarian Church
on Route 97, Erie. It is our "annual membership"
meeting, which means membership dues are due for
most of  our members. Please come in person to re-
new and enjoy the camaraderie! We haven't seen many
of  you for a long time. If  you are thinking of  becom-
ing a member, please come and sign up. ($20 for indi-
vidual members and $25 for households --2 people in
same house) We will have refreshments, too! Please
contact us at the info below, if  you want to attend our
"Straight Spouse Support Group" meetings, or have
other questions.
Parents, Family and Friends of  Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG)
support group meets 2nd Monday each month, 7-9 PM at
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of  Erie, 7180 New Perry
Hwy (Rte 97), Erie PA. Also Straight Spouse Network focus
group meets ad hoc (call for location/time for this meeting.)
Call Maureen (814) 898-8341, write to PFLAG-Erie, PO
Box 133, Harborcr eek PA 16421 or email
pflagerie@adelphia.net

 Mary Zuck and Shannon Zuck at PFLAG Bingo
during Pride events. See Pride Photo Gallery
online at www.eriegaynews.com/2003Festival
(Photo by Mike Mahler)

Photo Gallery: Pride 2003

http://www.eriegaynews.com
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A New Response to HIV
and STDs
by the MSM HIV/STD Prevention Task
Force of Seattle/King County

In the face of  alarming increases in HIV
and STD* infection rates among Gay,
Bisexual, and other men who have sex with
men, we—the MSM HIV/STD Prevention
Task Force—issue this Manifesto calling
for desperately needed community norms
and actions.

Gay, Bisexual, and other men who have sex with
men must act against the behaviors and
attitudes responsible for the increased spread of
these diseases. Today, one in seven Gay, Bisexual,
and other men who have sex with men are infected
with HIV. Among Gay men in King County, syphilis
rates are 100 times higher than in the general
heterosexual population, and are estimated to be
1000 times higher among HIV positive Gay men
than among the general heterosexual population.
These rates show we have stopped doing the things
that protect us and our sex partners from needless
infection.

Every Gay, Bisexual, or other man who has sex
with men is responsible for the health and well-
being of  the community. Our sexual relationships
should be passionate, healthy, consensual, honest,
and respectful. We are accountable for our behavior-
to ourselves, our sex partners, and our community:

Knowingly transmitting HIV is avoidable; its
transmission is unacceptable.
Disclosing HIV/STD status does not negate
the necessity to practice safe sex.
Bare-backing is unacceptable high-risk
behavior except in committed monogamous
relationships between partners of  the same
HIV status.
Transmitting HIV knowingly is an act of
violence.

HIV/AIDS prevention workers, health care
providers, public health staff, and AIDS service
organizations must lead by motivating the
community to prevent future STD and HIV
infections through:

Up-to-date, relevant information about HIV
and STD prevention.
Loud, clear messages of  health.
Diverse, specific, and crucial HIV and STD
prevention statements delivered in a variety of
media.

All Gay, Bisexual, and other men who have sex
with men must care about health—their own, the
community’s, and each person’s-as an act of  self-love
and an affirmation of  self  worth by:

Joining together to make safer sex-the proper
use of  condoms and treating each partner
with honesty and compassion-our community
norm.

*Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STD), including syphilis,
gonorrhea, chlamydia, and herpes are transmitted from person to
person through sexual contact and increase the risk of  getting or
passing on HIV.

Manifesto creates a stir
A Seattle area group has just issued this

strongly-worded manifesto on HIV and STD
prevention. Published here in its entirety, “A
Community Manifesto” was written and pub-
lished by MSM HIV/STD Prevention Task
Force (MSM stands for men who have sex
with men). For more information about the
group, the Manifesto, and community reac-
tions to it, you can visit their website at
www.homohealth.org

A Community Manifesto

(continued next page)

http://www.eriegaynews.com
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Community Manifesto
(continued from previous page)

GAYELLOW PAGES
TM

For an application to be listed (no charge), current
editions and prices, mailing labels, etc., please send a

self-addressed stamped envelope
to Renaissance House, PO Box 533-EGN,

Village Station, New York, NY 10014
212-674-0120 Fax: 212-420-1126

Email: gayellowpages@earthlink.net

http://gayellowpages.com

Find us at gay-friendly stores like
Body Language, Cleveland 216-251-3330

Rainbow Pride Gift Shop, Buffalo 716-855-0222
and many others at http://gayellowpages.com/2buy.htm

INFORMING THE LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL
& TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY SINCE 1973

Accommodations, bars, business and not-for-profit resources
Separate WOMEN’S and ETHNIC/MULTICULTURAL sections

USA/CANADA: $16 by first class mail.
Al l states and provinces, national headquarters of

organizations, mail order companies, etc.

EAST and SOUTH Edition: $12 by first class mail
AL, AR, AZ, CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, HI, KS, KY, LA, MA, MD,
ME, MO, MS, NH, NJ, NM, NY, NC, OH, OK, PA, PR, RI,

SC, TN, TX, US Virgin Is, VA, VT, WV

The MSM HIV/STD Taskforce is a coalition
of  community individuals, leaders and service providers dedi-
cated to supporting and addressing the prevention and health
needs of  Gay and Bisexual men in Seattle King County. The
Taskforce is open to all interested individuals. Members have
various backgrounds and community experiences in gay and
bisexual men’s health issues. The Taskforce strives to be inclu-
sive of  all of  the various opinions and philosophies related to
eliminating the spread of  HIV and STDs in the community
while also improving the overall health outcomes of  Gay and
Bisexual men. We also endeavor to coordinate prevention mes-
sages and provide up to date HIV and STD information to
the community.

Website: www.homohealth.org

Challenging friends or loved ones that do not
conform to this community norm with the
consequences of their actions.
Advocating for information, access to treat-
ment, and an end to discrimination.

We who are HIV positive men must take
responsibility for not transmitting our virus, to
demonstrate compassion for all our partners,
anonymous and long-term, and to show our concern
for the standing and reputation of  our community.

We who are HIV negative or don’t know our
HIV status must believe that HIV infection is not
inevitable, must learn what our status is, take
responsibility for not acquiring HIV, and get tested
regularly. We cannot assume we are HIV negative if,
since the last HIV test, we have had unprotected
anal sex with a partner whose HIV status is positive
or unknown.

To all Gay, Bisexual, and other men who have
sex with men:

If  you have multiple sex partners, use a condom
for anal sex and get tested regularly for HIV and
STDs.
Know your HIV and STD status, disclose your
status to sex partners, and ask them to disclose
theirs to you.
Challenge any sex partner who doesn’t know his
HIV and STD status.
In disclosing to potential sex or drug partners,
give an honest, accurate HIV/STD history,
including test results and how long since your last
tests.
Realize that medications for HIV are expensive
and damaging to a person’s system-even with
today’s advances, HIV infection is never trivial.
If  you choose to use mind-altering substances,
like poppers or crystal, you risk letting down your
guard-being high is not an excuse for unsafe sex.

Accept that your actions have
consequences.

GET TESTED.

Future generations of  Gay, Bisexual, and
other men who have sex with men must not

inherit HIV!

Stop transmitting STDs and HIV NOW!

http://www.eriegaynews.com
http://gayellowpages.com
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Sign up for our email list!
http://erieglbt.eriegaynews.com

National News Briefs
by Bob

Marriage Debate Continues in
Canada

The national debate in Canada over gay mar-
riage has intensified as opponents in Parliament tried
to block the government’s proposed same-sex marriage
legislation.

Leaders of  the conservative Canadian Alliance
party introduced a non-bonding motion to legally de-
fine marriage as a union between one man and one
woman, but the House of  Commons narrowly defeated
the measure by a 137-132 vote.

The motion carried little legislative weight, but
observers say it was meant to embarrass the govern-
ment and to assert parliamentary power over the courts
on the marriage issue.

Landmark Law Signed in California
A new landmark law has gone into effect in Cali-

fornia that gives same-sex domestic partners nearly all
of  the rights and responsibilities granted to married
couples in the state.

The new law makes California the second state
in the United States, behind Vermont, to grant such
legal recognition to same-sex couples.

Some of  the new rights and responsibilities now
granted to domestic partners in California include child
custody and child and spousal support obligations, the
right to make funeral arrangements, community prop-
erty and spousal support, access to family court, par-
enthood presumptions and mutual responsibility for
debts.

But the ink on the new law was barely dry when
it came under attack by a repeal initiative that has been
cleared for the petition process by the secretary of
state’s office.

The two Republican state legislators who
authored the repeal initiative,  have until Dec. 21 to
collect 373,816 valid signatures in order to qualify the
measure for the March 2004 primary election.

Bush Endorses “Marriage
Protection”

In what appears to be a further clarification of
his stand on same-sex marriages, President George
W. Bush signed a proclamation endorsing  “Marriage
Protection Week,” that was held Oct. 12-18.

Defining marriage as “a union between a man
and a woman,” the proclamation calls on “all Ameri-
cans to join (Bush) in expressing support for the insti-
tution of  marriage with all its benefits to our people,
our culture and our society.”

“Marriage Protection Week” was organized by
21 right-wing, conservative organizations including the
Traditional Values Coalition, the Family Research
Council and the Southern Baptist Convention.

(continued  next page)

Photo Gallery: Pride 2003

See the Pride 2003 Photo Gallery online at
www.eriegaynews.com/2003Festival (Photo by
Mike Mahler)

http://www.eriegaynews.com
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(continued from previous page)
National News

American Women’s Services
Not Just For Women

FREE HIV/STD TESTING
Free and Confidential

-STD/HIV testing and treatment.
-Free hepatitis vaccination.
-Free cervical screening.

-Free breast cancer screening.
-Other services available

Free of charge.
-Free male and female condom’s and
other forms of protection available.
-parental consent is NOT required.

GET TESTED, IT’S FREE!
Sponsored by the PA. Department of Health.

For more info and appointments call,
1-814-874-3500

Downtown Erie

Battle Continues in Episcopal
Church

The American Anglican Council (AAC), a con-
servative Episcopal group, has condemned their de-
nomination over gay inclusiveness and urged world
Anglican leaders to intervene.

At their recent meeting in Dallas, the AAC over-
whelming approved a sternly worded statement repu-
diating the Episcopal denomination’s General Conven-
tion for confirming an openly gay bishop and acknowl-
edging that some bishops are blessing same-sex unions.

The declaration demands that the leadership of
the Episcopal Church ”repent of  and reverse the
unbiblical and schismatic” actions. It also asks Angli-
can leaders to discipline Episcopal bishops who “have
departed from biblical faith and order” and “guide the
realignment of  Anglicanism in North America.”

In a related move, and one seen by some as play-
ing to right-wing Christians, Republican U.S. Senate
candidate Johnnie Byrd of  Florida has left the Epis-
copal Church and joined a politically powerful Baptist
Church, citing the Episcopalians’ decision to confirm
an openly gay bishop.

Vatican Claims Condoms Don’t
Protect Against HIV

A Vatican official’s claim that condoms do not
work in protecting people from HIV — a claim re-
peated in many parts of  the world — is being attacked
by the World Health Organization (WHO).

Cardinal Alfonso Lopez Trujillo, head of  the
Catholic Church’s Pontifical Council for the Family,
said in a British TV interview that condoms are use-
less in blocking transmission of  the HIV virus because
of  tiny holes that allow the virus through. The Cardi-

nal went on to say that governments should not ad-
vise people to use condoms at all.

“These incorrect statements about condoms and
HIV are dangerous when we are facing a global pan-
demic which has already killed more than 20 million
people and currently affects around 42 million,” a
spokeswoman for the WHO said.

Law Professors Fight Back
Last year, the Federal government threatened

to cut funding to any university that barred military
recruiters from its campus.  Now, law professors from
several universities are doing what they do best – su-
ing the Federal government.

According to Boston College law professor Kent
Greenfield, who led the law suit movement, “The gov-
ernment is forcing law schools to be agents of  preju-
dice against lesbians and gay men.”

The suit, which was filed against the Depart-
ment of  Defense, alleges that withholding funds vio-
lates the First Amendment right of  the universities to
uphold their own nondiscrimination policies.

Where can you
pick up EGN?

Check our website at
www.eriegaynews.com

http://www.eriegaynews.com
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Your Health Focus…
Flu season
by Christine D. Hudak, MD

It soon will be flu season once again, and this
year you are going to be ready.  After reading this fea-
ture, my hope is that you will know flu myth from
fact, know about the vaccine, and know what to do if
it hits you anyway.  Many folks think the flu is a cold
(runny nose, cough, sore throat) or the “stomach flu”
with vomiting and diarrhea.  I am here to set the record
straight (so to speak): influenza is a serious and some-
times deadly viral illness that causes epidemics every
single winter season.

In any given flu season, 10-20% of  all Ameri-
cans are infected - 30 to 60 million people annually!
OK — so most people just feel miserable for 7-10
days, but other people get quite sick and 36,000 deaths
per year are attributed to the flu.  To put this in per-
spective, 40,000 women die from breast cancer each
year in our country, and 17,000 die from HIV/AIDS.
So the flu is a pretty tough player.  Trivia fact  — did
you know the influenza pandemic of  1918 killed be-
tween 20 and 40 million Americans?  Most of  the time
the flu kills older or debilitated people, but that par-
ticular strain had the uncanny ability to kill young
healthy people, too.

So, what are the symptoms of  the “real” influ-
enza?  Sudden onset of  high fevers (101-104° F), shak-
ing chills, terrible muscle and body aches, nasal con-
gestion and harsh moist cough are the biggies.  Pretty
much if  feel like a truck hit you, you have the flu.  It's
so much more than the usual case of  winter cough
and cold.  And, it can last 7-14 days, so you feel crummy
for a long time.

The very best protection from this winter malady
is to prevent getting the flu by getting the flu shot!
We start giving it in October, but it can be given
throughout the flu season (Jan. and Feb.) and still be
effective.  In Erie, multiple agencies work through the
Erie Center on Health and Aging to hold a lot of  flu
shot clinics.  These are held at senior centers, commu-
nity centers, and local pharmacies.  You can check the
health section in the Erie Times News for a schedule,
or check online at goerie.com.  You can always call the
Center on Health and Aging for more information at

453-5072.  Of  course, you can always get a shot at
your doctor's office as well.

Many insurances cover the cost of  the vaccine
as well  — though if  not, it's usually about $20.00.  If
you are really terrified of  needles, there is a new nasal
flu vaccination that is sprayed up the nose.  It works
just as well, but is only approved for those healthy
people from ages 5-50.  It's much more expensive, too
— $50.00 or so.  Some insurances won't cover this as
there is a less expensive alternative.  Remember, the
flu shot has to be given every year as the virus changes
each season.

Some people are at high risk of complications
from the flu and should be sure to get the shot.  This
includes those > 65 years old, people with heart or
lung disease and those who are immunocompromised
(HIV+, cancer patients, organ transplant recipients.)
So, not only is it safe for HIV+ patients to get the flu
shot, it is recommended!  Remember, you cannot get
the flu from the flu shot!  Those who should not get
the shot are people with a severe egg allergy or a rare
neurological condition called Guillan-Barre syndrome.

So, you didn't get the shot and now you're wor-
ried because the person next to you at the office has
the flu and coughed all over your telephone.  Do not
despair: you can contact your doctor for medication
that can prevent the flu after you have been exposed.
If  you are unlucky enough to start with symptoms,
see your doctor within 2 days because there are a couple
medicines available that can lessen the severity and
the duration of  the misery.  After 2 days of  symp-
toms, these medicines really don't help, and it's back
to chicken soup and Tylenol!

In closing, be armed with the facts, and con-
sider baring your arm for the shot.  Help encourage
“at risk” folks to get immunized.  And whatever you
do, do not underestimate the power of  the flu!

Wishing you health and happiness …Christine

Christine D. Hudak, MD is a family physician in Erie. She
attended the Ohio State University College of  Medicine, and
currently works at Hamot, teaching in the Family Medicine
residency. She is interested in health issues and education for the
LGBT community. Comments about the column can be di-
rected to: Christine.Hudak@hamot.org.

http://www.eriegaynews.com
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Stigma and discrimination are the major obstacles to effective HIV/AIDS prevention and care. Fear
of  discrimination may prevent people from seeking treatment for AIDS or from acknowledging their HIV
status publicly. People with, or suspected of  having, HIV may be turned away from health care services,
denied housing and employment, shunned by their friends and colleagues, turned down for insurance cov-
erage or refused entry into foreign countries. In some cases, they may be evicted from home by their
families, divorced by their spouses, and suffer physical violence or even murder. The stigma attached to
HIV/AIDS may extend into the next generation, placing an emotional burden on children who may also be
trying to cope with the death of  their parents from AIDS.

With its focus on stigma and discrimination, the Campaign will encourage people to break the silence
and the barriers to effective HIV/AIDS prevention and care. Only by confronting stigma and discrimina-
tion will the fight against HIV/AIDS be won.

World AIDS Day 2003

 

Live and let live is the slogan of  the two-
year World AIDS Campaign 2002-2003, which will
focus on eliminating stigma and discrimination.

http://www.eriegaynews.com
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World AIDS Day 2003
World AIDS Day

December 1, 2003
Observance Schedule

Hosted by:
Erie County Dept of Health

“Stigma and Discrimination: Live and Let Live”

December 1-5
Hispanic American Council Millcreek Mall,  AIDS Memorial Quilt Display

December 1
Erie County Office of Children &Youth AIDS Memorial Quilt Display

SCI Albion Prison (Private Observance) World AIDS Day Program

Cathedral of St. Paul, Episcopal World AIDS Day Healing Service
6:00 PM Kelvin’s Dinner

December 2
SCI Cambridge Springs Prison (Private) World AIDS Day Observance

December 4
Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine “Tree of Hope”

December 5
Mental Health Association, 1101 Peach Ecumenical Service for World AIDS Day  1:30PM

December 7
Erie County Dept of Health “Remembering the Spirit of Julia”

3-5 PM And other Recovering Addicts “Spiritual Healing”
Marsha Hall Learning Center – 1841 East 18th St

Other programs to be announced – Please call Steve Simmelkjaer at 451-7875 for information
about World AIDS Day Programs, to obtain resources, materials or Quilt Information.

Submitted by Patty Puline
Erie County Department of  Health

http://www.eriegaynews.com
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PFLAG-Erie and Crawford Counties Chapter
Support,  Education,  Advocacy
for GLBT People, their families and friends

(814) 898-8341
pflagerie@adelphia.net
PFLAG-TNET marchadenise@hotmail.com
North Atlantic Transgender Coordinator

OUR DEADLINEOUR DEADLINEOUR DEADLINEOUR DEADLINEOUR DEADLINE
for ads, articles, calendar

announcements, letters and emails is the
15th of the month!15th of the month!15th of the month!15th of the month!15th of the month!

Michael Dithers

Correction
In the October issue we mistakenly referred

to American Women’s Services as American
Women’s Health Services.

by Michael Mahler
I wanted to start off  by saying how glad I am

that GLBT folks and supporters have been coming to
Human Relations Commission related events recently.
Although our community represents a small number
of  claims, we are uniquely affected by the policy put
forth by County Executive Rick Schenker of  not in-
vestigating claims locally. Until the local HRC is staffed,
the ordinance is effectively not enforced and we are
left out in the cold.

To jump to a not-so-unrelated topic, VOTE on
Tuesday, November 4! It’s such an easy thing to do,
and really important. If  you are in Harborcreek/
Lawrence Park, it may be particularly crucial.

Yet more adventures in dance: James and I went
to the Erie Amateur Ballroom Dance Association
demo in September. We had been trying to previously
earn from some dance tapes here. When they called
for people to take part and learn, we got out and fol-
lowed along, and the instructor invariably shifted from
saying “men” and “women” when giving instructions
to the gender-neutral “leaders” and “followers” Again,
no nasty remarks that I heard, and this was in front of
Kaufman’s at the Millcreek Mall. The demonstrators
made a point of  saying that lessons were open to all
kinds of  folks.

So, starting in October, we have been going to
fox trot lessons on Mondays. Again, there isn’t any-
thing particularly gay-related, and we are the only guys
dancing together, and no other same sex couples. I
kind of  expected that the instructors, who are not paid
professionals and volunteers, to not be particularly
phased, but I wasn’t necessarily expecting the other

students in the class to also be nonchalant. A woman
at the first session with her husband mentioned hav-
ing noticed us attempting to learn at the Millcreek Mall
demo. The sense conveyed was that she felt good to
see someone trying, and she was basically being friendly
and affirming, in a way that didn’t try to focus exclu-
sively on the fact that we’re gay. It was really nice.

James also saw a listing for a barn dance at As-
bury Barn the 2nd Friday of  the month. We weren’t
sure what it was exactly and thought we would try.
When we got there, I saw 2 fiddlers and a very rustic
setting. I immediately worried that it was something
very rural indeed, and maybe we had walked into an
unfriendly setting. However, everyone was quite
friendly, and it turned out to be Contra dancing, which
is a later version of  the English Country Dance I used
to do when I was in a medieval group years ago. We
had a wonderful time, and since there were some
dances involving changing partners, other guys danced
with James as well. (Oh yeah, did I mention I tend to
be a top on the dance floor as well?)

What some gay folks sometimes forget is that
groups with specialized interests are usually quite
motivated to share their enthusiasm with others, and
the worries we may have about rejection don’t take
into account the fact that most people don’t want to
be rude. Years ago, my ex and I were in a dance class
with some other folks at a local dance studio, and the
instructor basically kept it to gays only because she
was worried that straight couples would be rude or
make fun of  us. At the time, I thought it probably was
a baseless concern. It’s great having experience that
proves that today, that is not the case at all here in
Erie.

Now if  I can  keep from tripping over my feet...

http://www.eriegaynews.com
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Letters are welcome on relevant topics.
If possible, please email your submission to
info@eriegaynews.com Please state that you are
sending something in to be considered for
publication in the print edition. We are willing to
consider withholding your name when printing, but
we do require your actual contact info to confirm
authenticity.

way too big to let the differences in our beliefs affect
our friendship.

She was the one that helped me to realize that I
wasn’t being true to myself  and who I was made to be.
She helped me to step out of  my little Christian box
again and into this beautiful world that God created
with all of  its different people.  She helped me to re-
member who I used to be in Christ.  It’s sad that I had
to learn that from a person who doesn’t even believe
in my God!

I just wanted to write this letter to your readers
to apologize and to let them know that I love them
and more importantly that God loves them. My friend
and I have proven that you don’t have to always agree
and believe in the same things in order to care about
each other and want what’s best for them.

I have a lot of  friends that have other sexual
orientations than mine.  I have a few close friends that
are gay that I have physically embraced in public, per-
formed with, gone out with, and have invited into my
home.  I am very honored to call them my friends!

I just pray that any hurt that you have experi-
enced at my hand or at the hand of  any of  my fellow
believers will not keep you from ever wanting to know
my God, give a mainstream church a chance, or want
to get to know someone like me, who might really enjoy
your friendship.

There is a song sung by one of  my favorite Chris-
tian artists that totally sums up my letter. I know that
if  you do print my letter that you may not be able to
print the lyrics, but I will include them just in case.

Thank you for your time and for your consider-
ation.

Love in and because of  Christ,
Cathi Koehler

Letters
From a Christian

My name is Cathi Koehler and I am a local art-
ist that is a Born Again Christian.  I don’t really blame
you for not wanting to read on after reading the first
line.  But I hope that you will read this letter to the end
because it is not a letter full of judgment, ignorance
and hate, but one that you will find to be quite the
opposite.

I want to start my letter off  with a personal apol-
ogy.  I want to personally apologize to all of  your read-
ers for anything that I have said or done to them that
has hurt them.  I also want to personally apologize for
every joke that I may have ever made or laughed at.
Please also accept my apology for every derogatory
term that may have come out of  my mouth to de-
scribe any of  you.

On a larger scale, I also want to apologize on
behalf  of  all of  my Christian brothers and sisters who
have done the same and wrongly judged you.  God
loves you all and He asks that we do the same.  If  we
are claiming to be followers of  Christ, then we should
desire to act as he would.  He would never have done
any of  the things that I have mentioned.

I am now 38 years old, on my second marriage,
with two beautiful daughters.  My first husband wanted
out of  our marriage to pursue the gay lifestyle.  He is
a fantastic father, we are still friends, and I am happy
that he has someone in his life that makes him happy
and treats him as he deserves.

I had a lot of  gay friends when I was in college.
I went to a church where I felt comfortable inviting
them to go because I knew that my pastor would treat
them well and love them as Christ did.  When that
pastor moved out of  town and I began attending an-
other church, I really started to change.  I realize now,
that I was no longer desiring to be like Christ, but I
was desiring to be like other Christians.  I was no longer
true to who God was calling me to be.

I have always had more friends that were not
Christians than those that were.  But I have never had
one that was so close to me as the one that I have now.
I have learned so much from her.  I think that we have
both taught each other things about people in general.
We love each other with an unconditional love.  We
decided very early in our relationship that we were both

http://www.eriegaynews.com
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HRC Update
by Michael Mahler

State HRC met in Erie on Sept 22
The State HRC met here in Erie on September

22. This is a new policy which seeks to give  people in
communities across Pennsylvania a chance to express
local concerns and issues. There were about 25-30
people representing a variety of  groups and interests
showed up for the public comment section of  the
meeting. All who spoke in favor of  keeping the HRC
active and vital. There was media coverage of  the State
HRC meeting by 2 local TV stations and the Erie Times
News. County Executive Rick Schenker had just re-
leased a press release through County Councilmem-
ber James Terrill calling for a different, diminished role
for the HRC that day, but neither Councilmember Joy
Greco not HRC director Will McCarthy had been given
a copy before the meeting.

Diminished role for HRC proposed
by Schenker

County Executive Rick Schenker and James Ter-
rill issued a press release the day of  the State HRC
meeting in Erie proposing to keep the HRC in the
budget, but not allow it to locally investigate cases, but
instead “reduce minority employment.” Since discrimi-
nation on the basis on sexual orientation and gender
identity is not currently covered by either state or fed-
eral law, persons fired for these reasons would be able
to have their complaints investigated. Currently, and
as proposed, any complaints about discrimination are
referred to the State HRC office in Pittsburgh, which
typically has a 2-3 year cycle, as opposed to a 1-3 month
cycle when investigated here in Erie by the local agency.
(I.e. discrimination is still illegal, but there is no way to
enforce the law, and Schenker and Terrill propose keep-
ing it that way.) Neither Schenker nor Terrill were at
the state HRC meeting. Democrat Paul Foust, who is
running against Terrill in the County Council race,
decried the press release as being a political ploy and
insincere. Other letters to the editor of  the Erie Times
News have also been skeptical of  the “revised” role
proposed by Schenker and Terrill. The State HRC is
on record as supporting having local HRC’s investi-
gate claims.

Erie City Council passes resolution
On Wednesday, October 15, Erie City Council

passed the resolution proposed by Council member
and State HRC Commissioner Joe Borgia in support
of  the Erie County Human Relations Commission
(ECHRC). Most of  the public comment at the meet-
ing was about another resolution sponsored by Coun-
cilman Mel Witherspoon concerning proposed Civil
Service test changes.

The resolution urges County Council and the
County Executive to pass the 6 technical ordinances
changes required to make the ECHRC compliant with
the Federal Fair Housing Act, thus qualifying it for a
noncompetitive grant from HUD of  $115,00 per year
for three years. The resolution also asks urges Rick
Schenker to adopt the business plan previously sub-
mitted by ECHRC and support funding at least $25,000
per year from the Erie County budget.

It seems that the resolution passed unanimously
(the polling was hard to tell.) Councilmember Ian
Murray said basically that this was a no-brainer and
Council should vote 7-0 and that he was behind it
100%. Councilmember Rubye Jenkins-Husband enthu-
siastically commented that she supported the resolu-
tion “200%”

I was at the meeting and spoke briefly about an
email I had received the day before from an Erie man
who had just been fired. He believed that it may have
been due to his sexual orientation. I had to tell him
that since sexual orientation was not currently cov-
ered under state or federal law, and since the Chief
Compliance Officer for Erie County position is cur-
rently vacant, that he was without recourse.

Future developments
Erie County’s annual budget is normally passed

in November, so please contact us ASAP as we will
need to put pressure on County Council and the Ex-
ecutive to make the changes required for the HUD
grant and also permit the local HRC to investigate
claims. Please also consider the positions of  official
when voting on November 4.

Sign up for the HRC list at

http://eriegaynews.com/hrc.html
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Resources Directory
This is an abbreviated listing! For a complete
listing, either go to www.eriegaynews.com/
resources.html or call us at (814) 456-9833.
All phone numbers are (814) unless otherwise
noted.

Accommodations
Camp Davis .................................................................. (724) 637-2402

311 Redbrush Rd, Boyers PA
Jones Pond Campground ........................................... (716) 567-8100

9835 Old State Rd, Angelica NY
Bars

Rascals ......................................................................... (716) 484-3220
701 N Main St., Jamestown NY, 3 PM to 2 AM 7 days a week

Sneakers ...................................................................... (716) 484-8816
Village Supper Club ............................................................... 452-0125

133 W 18th St., Erie PA. Open 8 PM to 2 AM Mon-Sun
Zone Dance Club ................................................................... 459-1711

1711 State St., Erie PA. Open Mon-Sat.
Coffeehouses & Restaurants

Aroma’s Coffeehouse ............................................................ 456-5282
2174 W 8th St., Erie PA

Matthew’s Trattoria ................................................................ 459-6458
153 E 13th St., Erie PA

Papa Joe’s Pepperoni Cafe .................................................. 455-1292
402 W 8th St., Erie PA

papermoon ............................................................................. 455-7766
1325 State St., Erie PA

Counseling
Community Integration Crisis Services ................................ 456-2014

1330 W 26th St., Erie PA toll free # (800) 300-9558
David J Johnson, PHD .......................................................... 838-9408
Lake Erie Counseling Associates ......................................... 455-4009

Groups
For regularly meeting groups, see the Calendar

Health
Community Health Net .......................................................... 454-4530

1202 State St, Erie PA
Erie County Dept of Health ................................................... 451-6700

606 W 2nd St., Erie PA
Healing Touch Therapeutic Massage ................................... 452-2812

410 Cranberry St., Ste 130, Erie PA
NW PA Rural AIDS Alliance .................................................. 456-8849

1001 State St., Ste 806, Erie PA
HIV/AIDS Counseling and Testing

Community Health Net .......................................................... 454-4530
1202 State St, Erie PA (No appointment necessary)

Erie County Dept of Health ................................................... 451-6700
606 W 2nd St., Erie PA. Mon: 12 noon to 3:30 PM, Tue 9:30 AM to
1 PM. Other times by appt.

Minority Health Education and Delivery System (MHEDS) . 453-6229

2928 Peach St., Erie PA. Open to all races/ethnicities. Call for
appt.

Infolines
Erie Gay News ....................................................................... 456-9833

www.eriegaynews.com
Erie Gay Teens ............................................... www.eriegayteens.com
Gay Chautauqua ........................................................... (877)235-4188

www.gaychautauqua.org
Professional Services

Patty Ambrose (Lawyer) ........................................................ 452-3069
John Cooper (Lawyer) ........................................................... 455-3436
Linda Foll-Johnson, Realtor .................................... 864-3200 ext 325
Tom NeCastro, Realtor ............................................ 452-2100 ext 125
Levine Law Office .................................................................. 454-3819

Retail
Lake Erie Antique Gallery ..................................................... 836-7555

9 Village West, 3330 W 26th St., Erie PA
Larese Floral Design ............................................................. 461-0904

2602 Myrtle St., Erie PA

Subscribe Now!Subscribe Now!Subscribe Now!Subscribe Now!Subscribe Now!
EGN $20 per year
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Send $20 Check to:
EGC Coalition
1115 W 7th St.
Erie PA 16502
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for 1 full year.
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 START SPREADING THE NEWS…..   

 

Community Health Net provides Primary 

Medical, Dental, Specialty care  

& Case Management services to the  

HIV/AIDS patient. 
 
 

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME! 

 
MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED 

(sliding fees for anyone without insurance) 
 

6 Local Medical Sites to serve you better. 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

CALL TOLL FREE: 1-866-220-9800  
 

This medical program and advertisement is being brought to you by Ryan White Title III Federal 

Grant .  

 

Community Health Net is accredited by the  

Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations  
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