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Calendar
 
Jan 4-Womynspace: "u Sweet Thing" "Bring. your favor
ite dessert and the recipe to share with the·group. Prizes 
for low-fat recipe, easiest, most appealing, most popular. 
Coflle and indulge yourself! 7:30 pm". For info, call Sal 
at 454-2713. Newcomers always welcome. 
Jan 4-Men's Gay Swap FeSt (Jamestown) AtJohn's house 
at 7:00pm. "Bring gay-related books; magazines, vid
eos (including porn) or whatever to trade. You can take 
whatever you want and as much as you want and you 
do not have to bring anything to swap. We will charge 
$5 per person to buy pizza and pop for everyone and 
whatever money is Jeftover will go towards the expenses 
of the 10% Netwark Newsletter." Call John at (716) 484
7285 for more info and directions. 

Jan 5-lGLV·Erie Meets Call Dave Mulholland at 898

4210 for more info.
 
Jan 6-In the Life #601 WNEQ (PBS Buffalo/Ch. 23).
 
Monthly gay & lesbian newsmagazine. 9 p.m.
 
Jan 8-D,eam On: "Fa, Pete,'s Sake" Com. Central 10
 
pm.
 
Jan 9--:1997 Winter Tour of Figure Skating Champions
 
Among the 20 big name skaters will be out skater and
 
1996 US champion Rudy Galindo. Tickets $36. At the
 
Erie Civic Center 452-4857 for more info.
 
Jan 9-Antiques Root/show WQLN (PBS-Erie/Ch. 54),
 
WNED (PBS-Buf£lCh. 17). This 13-part series will visit
 
a different city each week. Every Thursday at 10 p.m.
 

Continued on page 3 
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If you want to reprint••• 
lf you would like to reprint original articles or 

artwork that appeared in EGCN, please contact us 
for permission; and please credit Erie Gay Community 
News. Ifan article or illustration contains the author's/ 
creator's name, pleasa credit them as well. 

Thanks! . 

Check out the EGCNWeb Page!
 
Latebreaking news, Pointers to area
 

lesbigay resources, and more.
 
Help us develop this idea with your input
 

or just check us out!
 
Web site address is
 

http://www.ncinter.neU-egcn/ 

Cover Art by:
 
Micheal A. Miller
 

~EGCNW Erie Gay c~mmunity News 
rjo EG((oolitionr PO B013063, Erie, PA 16508·0063
 

Phone: (814} 4-56-98'33
 
Fox: (814J 452·1391
 

Poger: (814t870-9128
 
[-Mail: egar@ndnter.Det
 

WelISite: http://www.nooter.net/- egm/
 
The Eru Gay Community Newsj~publi"hed momhly as a soince 

of jnformation, support and a{f;rmation for lesbians, bisexu

als, gay men and their friends & families in the Erie area. 

Contributors: Our deadline i.. the 15th of the 
month! We wekome and encourage all readers to submit 

timely news. comments and opiruons of jnterest to'the Erie 

and surrounding area'~ LesBiGay commurucy for publica

tion in these pages. 
We STRONGLY Eecommend sending SASE for 

writers' guidelines or at least inquiring of the EGCN 

staff before submitting articfes~ Please inelude contact 

informacion with any submissions (name, phone, email ad

dress, ere.) so we can contact you if we have questions. 

We will consider for publication any non-fiction article 

or illustration graphi~ which broadens our undersEanding of 

(}ur lives and each other. We will not publish any material 

whKh promotes hatred or discrimination on the basis ofsexual 

orientation, race, gender, religion, age, class, physical abilicy 

or any other reason. We d" not support exploitation of mi

nors. 

Views and opinions appearing in this new.tetter do not 

necessarily represent those~of EGCN staff. 

Thanks to those who helped. 
out with the December 
issue! 

Thanks to Dave Mulholland, larry Sawdy, Greg 
OIknowles, Mike, and Paul Grubbs for helping us 10 
collate the December issue of EGCN! 

If you would like to volunleer, please give us a 
call at 456-9833. You needn'l feel obligaled to be
come a regular or even to slay from start to finish, 
Any help is always appreciated! 
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Calendar
 
....Jan 9-Delta of Venus (1994) Showtime 11:20 p.m. 
Lesbians and gay men abound in this film loosely based 
on Anais Nin's erotic book of the same narne. 
....Jan 9--New Music Now: "And the Trouble Came" 11 p.m. 
WQLN-FM 91.3. Musical responses to AIDS. 
,.... Jan lO-The Sum of Us (1994) HBO 4: 15 am. Funny 
story about a gay man and his father. 
Jan ll-Menspace: Post-holiday gih return/exchange "So, 
maybe you got some stuff for the holidays that might 
find ahappier home elsewhere. If you would like to par
ticipate, bring something to exchange. But even if you 
don't want to exchange or pass along gifts, feel wel
come to stop by and socialize anyway. Bring munchies." 
7: 30 pm. For information and location, call Michael at 
456-9833 . 
....Jan II-Men of Color Concerned About AIDS: "Lifestyles 
Genesis Learning Series Program" (Cleveland) Presentation 
on innovative AIDS education for African American men 
who have sex with men, facilitated by Nathan Kerr. At 
Cleveland State University, $3 donation, lunch will be 
served. 10 am-2pm. Info 216-283-3242. 
....Jan 12-Travel Mag: "San Francisco, Bamberg Germany" 
WQLN (PBS-Erie/Ch. 54)
 
Jan 13-Friends from the Heart Meets 6pm ar Well Being
 
Center, 710 Beaumont. Call Deb Monohon at 838-0 123
 
for mote info.
 
Jan 14-HIV/AIDS Support Group meets: Note new winter
 
hours: 6:30-8pm (same lxation.) Call Cheryl Weber at 825

1085 for more info .
 
....Jan 14-lnner Journeys: Public Stands WNEQ (PBS
 
Buffalo/Ch. 23). 9 p.m. "In 1992, Colorado voters passed
 
Amendment 2, the nation's first statewide anti-gay ini

tiative. This program goes beyond the politics of gay
 
rights and delves into the psychological conflicts that
 
took place in the hearts and minds of heterosexuals who
 
took public stands against Amendment 2." -WNEQ
 
Program Schedule
 
Jan lS-Mercyhurst Film: Antonia's Line Mary D'Angelo
 
performing Arts Center, Mercyhurst College. $3 gen.
 
admission, discussion 7:15, film 7:30. Info (814)824·
 
3000.
 
....Jan IS-Bill T. Jones: Still/Here With Bill Moyers WNED
 
(PBS-Buff/Ch 17) "To explore what it means to live with
 
a life-threatening illness, celebrated choreographer and
 

dancer Bill T Jones (a gay black man living with HIV) 
traveled across America, inviting people with cancer, 
AIDS, and other illnesses to talk about their experiences 
and to express their emotions with movement and ges
tures. Jones then turned the material he had gathered 
into a dance, Still/Here, a work that celebrates life in the 
face of death." (Repeats 1/19 2 p.m.) -WNED Pro
gram Schedule 
....Jan 18-The .Embers: 18 &Over Party "18 to get in, 21 
to drink alcohol; must provide valid photo ID." 1711 
State Street. 
....Jan 18-Bette Midler-Diva las Vegas HBO 9 p.m. 
....Jan 19-Pride Picnic Planning Meeting At Elaine Hill's 
house at 2 p.m. Open to all. Call her at 864-0184, or 
call/email Mikeat456-9833egcn@ncinter.net 
Jan 19-Last Shout: Ab Fab movie premiere On Comedy 
Central, 8 pm. 
....Jan 19-"Gay Travel in Ireland" (Cleveland) Cleveland 
Irish Lesbigay organization lecture, slide show and dis
cussion, 6 pm, Lesbian/Gay Center, 1418 W 29, 216
281-8384. 

Linda Foil Johnson 
Realtor 

Million Dollar Cluh 

Phone 814~864-3200 

Cellular 449-0405 
ReSIdence 814-734-7003 
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Jan 20 or 27 (dote not known at this time; coil to find out)-Chautau

qua North County Social Group Meets. Call Vince at (716)
 
673-31')2 for more info .
 
...-Jan 21-Second Opinion WNEQ (PBS-Buff.!Ch.23)
 
9:30 p.m. Focuses on three current issues in women's 
health: AIDS, breast cancer and heart disease . 
...-Jan 22-Scientilic American Frontiers: Pieces of Mind 
WQLN (PBS-Erie/Ch.54) and WNED (PBS-Buff.! 
Ch.17) 8 p.m. Among the most intriguing and contro
versial topics in this look into the workings of the brain: 
the difference between the brains of men and women. 
OfpanicuJar interest to people following the theory that 
gay people have different brains. Hosted by Alan Aida. 
...-Jan 22-When Nightls Falling (1995) Cinemax 11:30 
p.m. A female theology professor falls in love with a 
woman from the circus. 
...-Jan 26-Taxi: "Elaine's Strange Triangle" Nickelodeon 
10:30 p.m. Emmy-winning episode in which Elaine 
(Mary Lou Henner) thinks a guy is interested in het, 
but he's actually interested in Tony. 
Jon 26-PFLAG.Erie: Queer Son Video A deeply personal 
video documentary. The meeting is at 2 :00 pm at the 
Unitarian-Univetsalist Congregation of Erie, 7180 New 
Perry Highway. Info; Elaine Hill at 864-0184. 

.. 

... Jan 27-lizzy Bordon's: 18 &Over Party 3412 W 12th
 
St. Bring valid photo ID, must be at least 18.
 
Jon 28-HIV/AIDS Support Group meets: Note new winter
 
hour.r: 6:30-8pm (same location.). Call Cheryl Weber at
 
825-1085 for more info.
 
Jan 31-PFLAG·Ashtabulo meets Call Sharon at (216) 964

335- for more info .
 
...- Feb l-Womyn5pace: "Make aStatement-Wear It Your
 
Way" "T-shirt decorating. Bring a t-shirt and supplies if
 
you have them. Fun time!" 7:30 pm. For info call Sal at
 
454-2713. Newcomers always welcome. Make a note IIOW:
 

The March Womynspace will be on the SECOND Sat

urday of the month (March 8)!
 
...-Feb I-Fredonia Opera House: Twelfth Night (Fredonia 
NY) Movie based on Shakespeare's gender-bending com

edy. Orsino is in love with the countess Olivia, and Viola,
 
disguised as a man, woos Olivia on his behalf (although
 
she is in love with Orsino herself). Olivia, thinking Viola
 
is a man, falls in love with her. Info: (814) 723-7231.
 
...-Feb 2-LGLV·Erie Meets Call Dave Mulholland at 898

4210 for more info
 
...-Feb 2-1n the Life 10:30 pm on WNEQ (PBS-Buff.!
 
Ch.23) Monthly gay and lesbian newsmagazine .
 
...-Feb 8--Menspace meets 7: 30 pm. For information and
 
location, call Michael at 456-9833 .
 
...-Feb 1O-Friend5 from the Heart Meets 6pm at Well Be

ing Center, 710 Beaumont. Call Deb Monohon at 838

0123 for more info
 
...-Feb ll-HIV/AIDS Support Group meet5: Note new win

ter bours: 6:30-8pm (same location.) Call Cheryl \X'eber at
 
825-1085 for more info .
 
...-Feb II-Mardi Gras Benefitat Nietmhe's (BuHalo) Cos

tumes, bands, cajun food, New Orleans drinks. Cover
 
charge not determined at this time. Benefits Amy Clinic
 
(alternative health clinic). For info call Jamie at 716

Friends From The Heart 
710 Beaumont. Erie PA 16505 

(8"14)838"-0123 ... 

Founded for the purpose of assisting individuals, 
and their families, who are HIV+. The underlying 
foundation of this organization and the services it 
provides are caring, dignity, and respect. 

Erie Gay Community News -January 1997 



Erie Goy Community News - January 1997 

881-6604 or AIDS Community Services 716-716-847

0340. Nietzsche's is at 248 Allen.
 
," Feb 15-10% Network: Bus Trip to Casino Niagara, Nia

gara Falls Canada (from Jamestown NY) Chartered day bus
 
trip to the new casino complex, and more. Reservations
 
by February 7 a must! Details in "Entertainment Notes"
 
under Travel heading. Please note: This is the 10%
 
Network's February meeting. There will be no meeting
 
at the Unitarian Church. Call John at (716) 484-7285
 
for more info.
 
.... Feb 19-Luther Vandross in concert (Cleveland) Play

house Square Center
 
.... Feb 22-Cause For Celebration! (Buffalo) Gala
 
fundraiser for AIDS Community Services of Western
 
New York. Dancing and elegant desserts at the spacious
 
Buffalo State College Sports Complex. Formal attire rec

ommended. Info from AIDS Community Services 716

847-0340.
 
.... Feb 21-22-23-0lympus '97: liThe Biggest Dance Party
 
In the North" &Circuit Party (Cleveland) Friday - Kick Off
 
Block Party at Club Visions The Grid and Metronome
 
(mid-town bars). Saturday is Olympus '97, with, pro

moters say, "thousands in attendance." Held at Cuya

hoga County Courthouse, Lakeside Avenue. Admission
 
taken 8:30-10 p.m. At 10 p.m. "World-renowned DJ
 
Warren Gluck" hosts this huge dance party, with lights
 
by Michael Trullo of NYC and Fire Island. Tickets $25
 
adv. (Available from Ticketmaster), $30 at door. Ben

efit The Lesbian/Gay Community Service Center of
 
Great~r Cleveland. Sunday is a Tea Dance at Numbers.
 
For information call Olympus Hotline (216)556-5525 .
 
.... Feb 24-Chautauqua North County Social Group Meets. 
Call Vince at (716) 673-3192 for more info .
 
.... Feb 23-PFLAG-Erie The meeting is at 2 :00 pm at the
 
Unitarian-Universalist Congregation of Erie, 7180 New
 
Perry Highway. Info: Call Elaine Hill at 864-0184.
 

~ i POSTER ANNEX ~ 
POSTERS· PRINTS· CARDS· CERAMIC TILES 

11J,i.[/ POSTCARDS 

ART YOU CAN AFFORD! 
717 LIBERTY STREET • ERIE, PA 

(2 DooriS "ORTH OF U FRAME IT) 

(814) 455-1999 

.... Feb 25-HIV/AIDS Support Group meets: Note new win

ter hours: 6:30-8pm (same location.) Call Cheryl Weber at
 
825-1085 for more info .
 
.... Feb 28-PFLAG-Ashtabula meets Call Sharon at (216)
 
964-335- for more info.
 
....Mar 8-Womynspace: NOTE CHANGE OF DATE! Details
 
of event in February issue. Also, Sal at 454-2713 (after
 
January).
 

Festivals &Conferences 
....Jan 31-Feb 2-Blue Ball (Philadelphia) AIDS Benefit
 
Weekend Mostly men. Info from AIDS Information
 
Network (215) 575-1110.
 
Feb 13-17 Black Gay/Lesbian Conference (Dallas) For more
 
info National Black Gay/Lesbian Leadership Forum,
 
1219 S. LaBreaAve, Los Angeles CA 90019. Call 213

964-7820.
 
....Mar 7-1O-Gay Ski East '97: The Winter Games (Lake
 
Placid NY) Gay/Lesbian. Info 813-734-1111.
 
....Mar 29 &30--Pennsylvania Partners Summit: Statewide
 
conference on same-gender couples' issues Sponsored by
 
Center for Lesbian and Gay Law and Public Policy. Cur

rently in planning stage. Contact CLGLPP@aol.com
 
(Andrew Park) for more info.
 

5 
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R@pea1'ing TV progl-=--ra~m=--=--s _
 
Always check these against published TV listings. 

Auntie Mame (1958) AMC 1/13 lOpm, 1/14 2:30am, 1/
 
31 4pm. Camp favorite in which an young man moves
 
in with his eccentric aunt.
 
The Detective (1968) Encore 1/11 9pm, 1/16 11pm, 1/17
 
6:30am & 1:30pm, 1/21 Sam, 1/26 9:30am. Frank Si

natra plays a detective investigating the brutal murder
 
of a gay man.
 
Jeffrey (1995) TMC 1/9 9pm, 1/14 11:05pm, 1/26
 
7 :25pm, 1/27 5: lOam. Romantic gay comedy set in the
 
age of AIDS.
 
Oblivion (1994) Widely panned science fiction Western
 
spoof that features a lesbian sidekick. Cinemax 117
 
7:30am, 1/20 8:30am, 1/29 7:30am.
 
Salmonberries (1991) Romantic drama starring k.d. lang.
 
Bravo 1/9 11:05pm, 1/20 8pm, 1/21 2am, 1/26 11pm,
 
1/273am.
 
Staircase (1969) TMC. 1/6 4:50am, 1/9 lO:35pm, 1/28
 
1: 55pm. Many gay viewers regard this as one of the 
worst portrayals of a same-sex relationship on film. It's 

not available on video, and is probably mainly of inter
est to those interested in gay film history. 
Tank Girl (1995) Showtime 1/6 12:20am, 1/16 lam, 1/ 
23 8pm. Action comedy with Lori Petty. 
Wild in the Streets (1968) The 60's youth counterculture 
takes over America, and a gay teen serves as the 
President's major adviser. Encore. 1/3 4:45am, 1/9 
2:30am, 1/14 12:30am. 
Wild Side (1995) Action thriller with a hot love affair 
between the characters played by Anne Heche and Joan 
Chen. HBO 1/21 4:20am, 1/29 1: lOam 

Women's Sports 
College Basketball, On ESPN2 1/12 5pm. On ESPN 

1/19 5pm and 1/20 3:30pm, 
LPGA Golf, On NBC 1/12 4pm. On ESPN 1/17 

2pm, 1/18 2pm, and 1/19 2:30pm. 
Tennis, On ESPN2 1/23 12:30am, ESPN 1/24 

9:30pm, 1/25 4am. 

Erie's Most Popular Adult 
Theater/Bookstores

* Private Video Rooms
* XXX- MagaZines
* Video Trade Rental 

Program
* Doc Johnson's Toys for 

Joy
* Two Mini-Video Theatres
* Video-Go-Round Booths 

1113 State Street * Buddy Booths 

CUJe'Lie got the hotg ~Oft you! 
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Entertainment notes
 
by Deb Spilko 

Theater. 
At Erie's Director's Circle Theatre they're running 

two comedy plays together: Dressing Room Divas and Sis
ter Mary Ignatius Explains ItAH For You. A full description 
of the two plays can be found on page 10. 

In Cleveland, My Night with Reg is playing January 
17 to February 9. It's a British farce about six gay men 
who find out they've slept with the same man, and their 
friends around them are dying. At Dobama Theater, 
1846 Coventry Road. (Info/reservations 216-932-6838). 

At the Pittsburgh Public Theater, Falsettos will be 
playing from January 9 through February 16. The Tony
winning play is a funny musical about Marvin, his wife, 
his young son, and his lover. Info and reservations 412
323-8435. 

The Fourth Annual City Theatre/Pittsburgh 'Thv
ern Guild Frank BorelliAIDS Fund Benefit performance 
will take place February 20. The play, Below the Belt is 
not actually gay-themed at all. It's a comedy about 
people whose jobs entail checking up on other employ
ees' work. For info/reservations call (412)661-6577. 

Film &Video 
Coming to The Movie Stop Jan. 21 is Maybe•••Maybe 

Not (a German comedy about an open-minded straigh,t 
man who has to stay at his gay friend's house, and quickly 
enters the German gay scene. By the way, this was the 
highest grossing film in German film history). Som.e 
comedy selections that have been around for awhile: p". 
vates On Parade (1984) (a theater group of British sol
diers that cross-dresses, dances and camps it up for the 
boys during WWII), To Be Or Not to Be (1983) (another 
WWII comedy-by Mel Brooks-that features a flam
boyant theater dresser and the first known Hollywood 
film acknowledgment of the Nazi's anti-gay holocaust), 
Reality Bites (1994) (twentysomething angst), and Too 
Much Sun (1990) (a father makes a heavy demand on his 
lesbian daughter and gay son). 

Italian actor Marcello Mastroianni, who passed away 
this past month, made a film in which he played a gay 
man living under Mussolini's dictatorship. The film is 
called to ASpecial Day (19m, and stars Sophia Loren as 
the man's friend and neighbor. 

Buffalo United Artists presents the Western New 
York NY premiere of Nicky Silver's comedy The Food Bernard C. Bri&:ht 
Chain. A recent off-Broadway hit, the play is described 

Certified Public Accountant as "a toxic fractured tale of sex, loneliness, and the im
portance of being thin." BUA's production opens on 1018 West 11th Street 
Saturday January 11 at 8:00 p.m. with a benefit for Erie, PA 16502 
AIDS Community Services. Performances continue Fri
days, Saturday, and Sundays through January 26 at the 814-459-7262Franklin Street Theatre, 282 Franklin Street in down
town Buffalo. Information/reservations 716-832-7320. Specializing in Tax Accounting For: 

Let it ,;now! Come gd a (Jid~() .. : Lesbian, 
Gay,7 moviGs for 7 days only 7 dollars , 

Bisexual 
\Nateh wn:t ;~l:c:~:e~~~.i~uwant!I • 

Individuals,We 
Small Businesses • BUY & SELL~ gently used l~1J..qic 

Day, Evening and Weekend Hours• 
.!!!fiii!! . CX>~ &6 

Available by Appointment.ERIE* Mc~EAN * MEADVlLi.E*OIL CI~ 
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The new Beavis and Butthead movie features OUt gay 
performer Tom Weinberg's song "Lesbian Seagull," sung 
by Englebert Humperdinck. Originally, the song in the 
movie ended with gunshot, but MTV has stated the 
gunshot sound has been removed from the final version 
of the film. 

Shopping 
Anotherwomen's bookstore bites the dust: Colum

bus' Women's Words (formerly Fan the Flames) will close in 
January. The store sold lesbian and general women's 
books and gifts, and was a gathering place ... just like 
two otherwomen's bookstores that recently closed (Ger
trude Stein in Pittsburgh and Gifts of Athena in Cleve
land). As with those stores and many others around the 
country, the closing reflects a trend of smaller women's 
bookstores losing business to mainstream bookstores 
who've discovered that there's a real market out there 
for lesbian/women's books. The closest women's store 
now existing in our area: Toronto Women's Bookstore. 

Reading 
Want to keep up on what's available in the world 

of LesBiGay publishing? The Lambda Book Report is a 
quarterly magazine that informs about all kinds of books 
of interest to our community: novels, erotica, biogra
phies, histories, anthologies, "beach reads," murder 
mysteries, poetry collections, comics, romance novels and 
more. Barnes and Noble usually carries it on their maga
zine stand. You can also subscribe for $34.95 (12 issues), 
and a sample copy can be ordered for $4.95 (postage 
included). Contact them at The Lambda Book Report, PO 
Box 73910, Washington DC 20056-3910 Phone 202
462-7924. 

Sexual Compulsives
 
Anonymous (SCA)
 

Tuesdays at 7:30 pm
 
uue of Erie, 7 180 New Perry tIighway
 

Erie Hotline: 453-5656
 
http://www.sca-recovery.org!
 

Travel
 
The 10% Network is planning a bus trip to the new 

Casino Niagara in Niagara Falls, Ontario (Canada). The 
bus will leave Jamestown at 9 a.m. from the Hills park
ing lot; there will be a North County pick-up about 9:30 
a.m. at Bob Evans. There will also be a coffee stop on 
the route, and a prize will be given away on the bus! 
There will be six hours at the Casino and about 1 1/2 
hours at the Niagara Outlet Mall. Lunch and dinner are 
on your own. ActuaJly, once you are at the Casino, your 
time is your own, but you do need to be back at the bus 
at the scheduled departure time (they'll teJl you that 
time when you get on the bus). The bus wiJl arrive back 
in Jamestown at approximately 9:30 p.m. They need 
35 people to charter the bus, and if they don't get enough 
participants, money wiJl be refunded. The 10% Net
work notes, "This would make a great Valentine's Day 
gift for that special person. Plus it will be a fun trip and 
may be worth your while $$$! Invite friends! Please 
note: This is our February meeting. There will be no 
meeting at the Unitarian Church. Also note there is no 
smoking on the bus but there wiJl be stops for people to 
smoke. Moderate drinking is okay. The cost for this fun 
trip is only $19.95/person! ., Deadline for payment is 
February 7. Make checks payable to Tom Marino. On a 
separate sheet of paper, print name, phone number, 
number of people who will be attending, amount en
closed and comments. Send to: Tom Marino, 439 Hunt 
Road, WE, Jamestown NY 14701. CaJl John at (716) 
484-728 5 for more info. 

And remember, when crossing the Canadian bor
der, it's always a good idea to bring your birth certifi
cate and, if you weren't born in the US, some proof of 
your status here. 

Cyberspace 
The Embers now has its own web site, offering events, 

hours, email and- other things. Their website is http:// 
members.aol.com/TheEmbers or email them at 
TheEmbers@aol.com 

Are you one of those folks who'd like to check out 
some of those interesting-sounding web sites, but you 
don't have access to the Internet? Well, now the Erie 
County Library will have Internet capabilities. You might 
want to talk to a staff member about when the comput
ers will be less crowded, though. Sometimes they're all 
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taken. Oh, and jf you're shy about being seen pulling 
up a gay website, you may want to ask how to instruct 
the browser to give you text only. This will assure that 
you won't get big headlines or pictures that you might 
fee I uncomfortable sharing with the people around you. 
Also, stuff comes up on the screen fastet if you're not 
waiting for a lot of graphics to appear. 

Also, you may want to check out the newly re
vamped EGCN website. There's now a message board so 
people can post comments. Check it out at http:// 
www.ncinter.net/-egcn/ 

Dancing 
Just a note to all you folks who expressed interest 

in same-sex Ballroom Dancing. 
A new beginner's class will probably be starting up 

in a month or so, so if you are interested, why not give 
us a call here at EGCN (456-9833)? We can give you 
the details on location, times, etc. The instructor is a 
delightful person with a lot of knowledge. Straight 
couples who are cool with the concept are certainly wel
come to come to this class. 

One question people have asked is, "Once I've 
learned ballroom dancing, where would I go to do it'" 
Well, you can certainly do at the gay bars if you go ear
lier or on off nights when you have more of a dance 
floor available for those sweeping moves you'll want to 
show off. Someone is working on having occasional ball
room events that would be for or inclusive of same-sex 
couples. Some gay ballroom dance people match up with 
people of the opposite sex and do the straight dance 
establishments and events (or a few bold same-se.x 
couples might enjoy dancing together at a straight es
tablishment or event). If you go for the elegant aspect 
of it, there are numerous gala events in neighboring cit
ies (like Buffalo's Cause for Celebration or Pittsburgh's 
Lambda Ball) where tuxes and gowns are the preferred 
attire. 

Parnes 
People who are into a weekend-long party to shake 

the winter blues: Cleveland is holding what it calls" The 
Largest Dance Party in the North" On Friday, February 
21, there will be a Kick Off Block Party at Club Vi
sions, The Grid and Metronome (mid-town bars). Sat
urday February 22 is Olympus '97, with, promoters say, 

"thousands in attendance." Held at Cuyahoga County 
Courthouse, Lakeside Avenue. Admission will be taken 
8:30-10 p.m. At 10 p.m. "world-renowned DJ '\JG'arren 
Gluck" hosts this huge dance party, with lights by 
Michael Trullo of NYC and Fire Island. Tickets $25 adv. 
(Available from Ticketmaster), $30 at door, and will 
benefit The Lesbian/Gay Community Service Center of 
Greater Cleveland. On Sunday February 23, there will 
be a Tea Dance at Numbers. I don't know the male
female ratio of these events. I'm assuming there will be 
lots of men, but I'm not sure about women. Metronon1e, 
one of the bars that are part of the Friday Kick off Block 
Party, is a women's bar, so that's some indication that 
women will be attending. For information on these 
events call the Olympus Hotline (216)556-5525. 

Mardi Gras celebrations don't seem to be a big thing 
around here, but if you're going out of town to one of 
the Mardi Gras events there, here's something I found 
on a Mardi Gras we b site of interest to Mardi Gras nov
ices: " ...Mardi Gras is not Halloween. Gore and may
hem may work for All Hallow's Eve, but for Mardi Gras, 
glamour is de rigeur. Feathers, beads, glitter, spangles
all work well on Mardi Gras. Tuxedoes, ball gowns, and 
boas work. Fake blood and Freddie Krueger gloves do 
not." 

Thanks to all as 
EGCN starts our 5th year! 
We couldn't have done it 

without you! 

Cups events for January 
Jan 2-Poetry Night 
Jan 3-Jeremy Sagala 
Jan 4-Dave Calabrese· basically alone 
Jan 1O-Steve Trohoske Trio 
Jan II-Shrugs 
Jan 17-Doug Sangita 
Jan IS-House Jam 
Jan 31-Greg Klyma 
ART- From Janua!5' 5 through February 2, 
the paintings of Michael E~rens and Pam 
McClelland will be on display (various me
dia). 
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Theater 
Directors Circle confirms local 
Elizabeth Taylor sighting 

Erie-Watch out, Erie, as Hollywood powerhouses 
and zealous nuns meet at the Directors Circle theatre to 
perform two one-act comedies, Dyessing Room Divas and 
Sistel' Mary Ignatius Explains It All Foy You, Come see 
Meryl, Bette, Julie Andrews, Joan Collins, and Eliza
beth Thylor (alas, Michael was busy).) Before you go star
struck, however, Sister Mary will have a short, and rather 
delusional, lecture on today's society. Fur will fly and 
certain morals taught. Everyone who's anyone and any
one who aches to be will be at the Directors Circle The
atre on January 23rd through February 15th on Thurs
days, Fridays, and Saturdays at 8:00 pm. 

A night of artistic pleasures will open the theatre's 
new winter season on Friday, January 24, as Managing 
Director Michael Weiss invites audience embers to a wine 
and buffet reception from 6 pm to 8 pm. La Bella Bistro 
will cater the event with its original eye-catching flair, 
and the new Erie group "Windfall" will entertain, play

~~., 

lake Erie Counseling I 

Associates 
350 West Tenth Street, Erie 

(jay-Affirming
 
Individual/
 
Family &
~r Couples Therapy ~
 

j~Dale A Allgeier, LSW, ACSW
 
Suzanne Csop, MA
 ~ 

William D. Stanley, LSW, QCSW 

sliding fee scale - free initial consultation 
evening &. weekend appoinhnents 

medical assistance &. insurance accepted 

455..4009 

-~~ 
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ing light contemporary music. After the plays, hors 
d'oeuvres and dessert will be served as everyone social
izes. For this grand opening gala 50 seats were already 
auctioned off at the Chefs Auction for the March of 
Dimes. So seating is limited; reservations are strongly 
advised. 

"Dressing Room Divas", written by Sam Emmino 
and Dane Hall, answers an age-old question; Can five 
overwhelming egos share the same dressing room for a 
whole evening with any survivors? Throw in a gun-tot
ing, fine physique of a man, two flouncing florists, and 
a hostage situation and hilarious chaos is created. This 
will be "Divas" first nonprofessional production in the 
United States after running for several years in Chicago, 
New York, and Los Angeles. Directors Circle Theatre 
continues its policy of producing new playwrights (fol
lowing last year's "Siblings") and Erie's own actors will 
impersonate all celebrities. Cast includes Jo Laurie,Judy 
Lanegan, Rikki Bradley, Marilyn Smith, Ruth Scandale, 
David Mitchell, Dan Curry and Jason Wisniewski. 

"Sister Mary Ignatius Explains It All For You", by 
openly gay playwright Christopher Durang, targets the 
Catholic Church, represented by the self righteous Sis
ter Mary (played by Jo Laurie) delivers dogma about 
various Catholic beliefs until interrupted by four of her 
alumni. These past students perform the Sister's favor
ite Christmas pageant, and then expose just how her 
teachings have affected their lives. Other cast members 
include Noah Rogers, Collis Allen, Howard K. Savoy, 
Samantha Roth, and Hilary Steigmeyer. 

Both shows contain adult situations and sugges
tive language, and are for mature audiences only. Tick
ets are $8.00 general admission and $5.00 for students 
and senior citizens, and can be reserved by calling the 
Directors Circle theatre box office at 454-0636. 

a ~ wiuYIe 'fJ'"'" can. I.e 0ee 
bl.e~ 

..Cl4 ~~ diebw:k 

~'fJ'"'"~/ 454-3616 
own al.coklic 
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Michael Dithers
 
by Michael Mahler 

We received some news about the LGLV Bicenten
nial brick for the new Erie library. It was reportedly bro
ken (unknown whether accidental or not) by the work
ers who were to have laid it with the rest of the Bicen
tennial bricks. Apparently, some of the stonemasons 
working on the project refused to put the brick in for 
fear of getting gay cooties or something. The brick had 
to be replaced and reportedly is in place. Local radio 
personality Hal Slaughter from \x?LKK commented on 
this on the air and made the connection between racism 
and homophobia. Very cool! At least some folks are 
thinking. We hope to have a full story with more details 
in the next issue. 

We are also beginning to plan for the Pride Erie 
Picnic. Since Bridges (the group that has organized the 
picnic in the past) is defunct, this event is being orga
nized by various groups and individuals in the area. The 
first meeting will be on Sunday, January 19 at 2pm at 
Elaine Hills. Contact her at 864-0184 if you would like 
to be involved-we'd love to have you! The Pride Erie 
Picnic is tentatively scheduled for Saturday,June 14th. 
There has been some talk ofadditional activities on Sun
day, or taking another family portrait. What would you 
like to see' 

Also, I am very glad that several people will be join
ing us to speak at Mercyhurst to two classes on being 
gay. I was contacted by a professor there to see if! knew 
some people who would be willing to speak to a human 
sexuality course there, and we got several speakers via 
e-mail. 

One of the new features that we have added to the 
web site is a message board for folks to post comments 
about local lesbigay stuff, anecdotes, etc. One other 
board we saw had a similar idea, but they billed it as 
''Anonymous Gossip." Not surprisingly, they got a high 
percentage ofwhining and nastiness. I like to think that 
our community here has more useful and positive things 
to say. You don't need to use your full name and you 
don't have to comment on EGCN (anything lesbigay 
related is fine. Why not stop by and leave your mark in 
cyberspace. 

See you next month l 

March
 

1997 Event Planner 
January _ 
Martin Luther King's Birthday 
Jan 15-Deadline for submissions for Mardi 
Gras, Valentine's &Black History Month 

February _ 
Black History Month 
Valentine's Day 
Mardi Gras 
Feb 15--Deadline for items related to St 
Patrick's, Celtic/Irish Stuff and Easter 

St Patrick's Day 
Easter 
Mar 15--Deadline for Passover 
listings and items related to Take Back 
the Night (sexual abuse/violence) 

AP.=-ril _ 
Take Back the Night 
Passaver 
Apr 15-Deadline for Pride Month events 
happening June 1-10 

1997 Public Health Promise 
I Promise to be good to myself in 1997 
[ promise to kick that nasty smoking habit and 

make my private space healthier.
 
I promise to exercise and to enjoy the rewards.
 
I promise to eat healthier in 1997 and take off
 

that extra 10 Ibs. 
I promise to like myself for good mental health 

and to reduce unhealthy stress. 
I promise to becoll1e more informed abollt ,,'xlI,d 

ht:alth i"ul's. \\ hie" \\ ill protect my health 
- j"hn Schroeck, ",i.E,1 (HES 

.mel Fr,m Rl'1I1,d R\i 
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MediAdion
 
by AI Kielwasser 

MEDIA/BRIEFS 
*** RE: SEARCH ... Perceiving "the lack of a 

comprehensive gay catalog online," QMondo.com has 
launched a new web search engine [www.qmondo.com}. 

According to QMondo's Ian Hough, the new ser
vice hopes "to index and catalog all gay and GLBT
friendly sites on the Internet and to provide supplemen
tary gay content directly at QMondo." Launched in late 
November, QMondo currently contains over 1300 links. 

*** SITE SEEING ... Billed as "the queer guide 
to St. Louis" [www.gaystlouis.com/}.this new site on 
the World Wide Web is also a source for diverse news 
and views. "Gaystlouis.com" has been up and running 
since November 1. 

*** THE CRITICAL CHILD ... The Center for 
Media Literacy has published its "1997 Media Literacy 
Resource Catalog." Intended for parents, educators and 
advocates, the catalog lists various resources for promot
ing children's critical awareness of the mass media. Con
tact: Center for Media Literacy, 4727 Wilshire Blvd., 
Suite 403, Los Angeles, CA 90010, tel. 800-226-9494, 
fax 213-931-4474. 

Hawaii
 
From the National Ga'Y and Lesbian Task Force 

Case Marks a Crudal Step Forward on the Road to 
Same-Gender Maniage 

In Hawaii on December 3rd, First Circuit Court 
Judge Kevin Chang handed down a historic decision in 
Baehr v. Miike, the case of three same-gender couples 
who sued for the right to marry. In his decision, Judge 
Chang rejected the claims made by the state that such 
marriages should remain illegal. Instead, he declared the 
right of same-gender couples to marry as protected by 
the Hawaii state constitution. 

"This decision is one small but crucial step forward 
in a long march toward civil equality for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgendered people," said Kerry Lobel, 
executive director ofthe National Gay and Lesbian Thsk 
Force. "We seek the same rights and responsibilities of 
marriage that heterosexual people enjoy. Marriage is an 
important personal choice and a basic human right. 
Whether gay people decide to get married or not, it 
should be our choice," added Lobel. 

At a trial in September the state Attorney General's 
office marshaled expert witnesses to demonstrate the 
state had a compelling reason to prohibit same- gender 
marriage. The state particularly focused on the needs of 
children, claiming two-parent couples of a man and a 

,-------------1
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woman provided the best environment in which to raise 
children. "The Attorney General in Hawaii had three 
years to pull together the evidence to make his case, 
and the judge wasn't convinced," said Lobel. "It proves 
what our community has said all along: there are no 
intelligent reasons why same-gender couples should be 
denied the right to marry." 

The decision in Hawaii comes at the end of a long 
year in which the issue of same-gender marriage had 
been exploited by right-wing religious extremists for 
political purposes. Legislation to block recognition of 
same-gender marriages was introduced in 37 state leg
islatures. All told, 21 of the anti-gay measures were 
defeated and 16 passed. In addition, the Republican
dominated 104th Congress passed the Defense of Mar
riage Act, which allows states to reject same- gender 
marriages recognized in other states and defines mar
riage as the union of a man and woman for the purposes 
of benefits and entitlements from federal programs. 
President Clinton signed DOMA into law in Septem
ber. 

This decision by the court was appealed and stayed 
until the higher court makes it final judgment. Anti
marriage legislation is again expected to be introduced 
in many state legislatures in the coming year. NGLTF's 
Lobel believes the decision and the state legislative 
battles will further the cause of equality: 

This decision is an important step toward the right 
to marry, but we aren't there yet. The radical right is 
again going to attack LGBT people with these marriage 
bills. These attacks, however, will ultimately backfire. 
These bills generate discussion, debate, and education. 

Attorney 
David A. Baxter 
5] 2 Main Street East 

Girard, PA 16417 
(814) 774-4163 

General Civil Practice 

They help reveal the truth about our lives and our fami
lies. As this lower court trial showed, information and 
debate help, not hurt, the case for same-gender mar
riage. The public is learning that it is bigotry and intol
erance they should fear, not same-gender marriage. We 
believe the American people will not stand idly by as 
our families are scapegoated in an effort by the Right to 
promote an extremist agenda. 

Tbe Natiollal Gay and Lesbian Task For,'e 
is a progressit'e orgmzizatioll tbat bas slfJ)J)orted 
grassroots orgalzizillg alld pi01zeered in national 
adl'OCtlcysin"e 1973. Sim·eitsim·epti,m. NGLTF 
bas beelZ at tbe.fore(rollt o(t'irtlfally et'ery major 
ilzitiatit'e fOr lesbian andgay rigbts. In ,tllits ef
fOrts. NGLTF belps tostrengtbell tbegay.lesbian. 
bise:l.'lwl mzd trmzsgender mot'elllellt at tbe state 
let'el u.JJileco1l1zedingtbeseaditities toa lwtional 
tisiQ1Z .f'JY ,'bange. 
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AMidwinter Nig<-ht_'s_D--=--rea::.......::..::m=------ _
 
Memories 01 the Michigan Womyn's 
Music Festival '96 

1Ve asked Helen to write tbis article about ber first trip to 
the Micbigan Womyn'J Muric FeJtivallaJt August. 1Ve thought 
it would be nice to read about this nice Jummery event in the 
middle ofour North CoaJt winter! 

by Helen 
I remember being a virgin-a festi-virgin, that is

wide-eyed with wonder, amazement, and yes-inno
cence! The plane lifted me gently into the hot August 
sky, en route to Michigan. Perfect white O'Keeffeian 
clouds hung below me, inviting my stares. I leapt visu
ally from sky to clouds to ground designs, trying to 
choose just what to enjoy the most. Womyn were sing

A Womyn's Music Festival! Six days, of sun, fresh 
air, music 'and womyn l The opportunities were endless! 
Just a few of the performers included Phranc, nibe 8, 
Marga Gomez, Michele Balan, the Dance Brigade, Tish 
Hinojosa, Shona Laing, Amy Pivar Dances, Deuce, 7
Year Bitch, Skin Jalk, Kay Garnder & Women \X'ith 
Wings, and writer performer Dorothy Allison. 

Phranc was a fully present, lovable, "all-American 
Jewish lesbian folksinging surfer"! She presented selec
tions from her new work Phranc'n Stein, with lyrics based 
on Gertrude Stein's "Tender Buttons." Phranc, sweet and 
charming in person, sure pushed my "tender buttons." 

Tribe 8 came on with a bash and a mosh pit. There 
was a bit of cross-generational stir over their wild out
bursts and violent lyrics, but these young womyn are 
really talented and anything but subtle in their art. 

Two of my favorite performers were Amy Pivar 
Dances and Dorothy Allison. Dorothying on the flight out of Pittsburgh, 
Allison, author of BaJtard Out ofCaroin 3-part harmony! I knew we were 
lina, performed a segment of her Twoall connected from the start. This 
or Three Things I Kn(fW For Sure, a perwas only the beginning of a week of 
formance piece published in 1995.exciting choices and delights made 
Dorothy's was probably the most movavailable to me at the 21st annual 
ing dramatic reading I've ever heard.Michigan Womyn's Music Festival. 
She was a personal and passionate perThe Festival was held August 13
former. Her words blasted right to the18 on a private 650-acre site. It was 
guts and tear ducts.rustic, but sufficient, wild and won

Amy Pivar Dances performed aderful-a haven shared with.about 
dance/theater- piece with a haunting5,000 jubilant womyn. 
reference to sexual abuse issues. ThisWomyn kept the airport at 

Grand Rapids in business that day. 
By the time the shuttle arrived at 
the Festival grounds, I was feeling nearly overwhelmed 
by the sheer numbers of us! I was acutely aware of my 
festi-virginity wh~n, havingset up camp, I was ready to 

hit the showers. Thad nearly forgotten that'showers are 
outside, and th~t one showers alongside many other 
womyn. After acknowledging my self-consCiousness, I 
waited 'til dark and took the plunge in the moonlight. 
It was so enchanting to shower under the moon and 
stars that I practically forgot my intimidation.l noticed 
that otherwomyn were busy tending to their own preen
ing, so 1 began to relax. I was amazed at how quickly I 
felt secure and at home, here. c, ,.' 

performance, a powerful work of art, 
celebrated female strength, vision, and 

empowerment. The womyn in Amy Pivar Dances are 
. booking for Jake Back the Night events, so any Erie 
people involved in this may get in touch with me 
through EGCN if i~terested in bringing these very gifted 
womyn to Erie. I can't recall a more effective 'perfor
mance for wornyn, not only in regard to abuse issues, 
but for anyone in any aspect of recovery and healing. 

On both Wednesday and Saturday nightS, nlany 
womyn pulled together for ceremonial song and dance 
which included lots 0' fire stunts' Red-clad members of 
the Dance Brigade joined other wild womyn perform
ers to entertain us with fire-juggling, fire-sitting, fire
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eating, and fire-wearing' If you're at all into ceremony, 
ritual, or just plain primordial glitz, you would have 
loved this shawl 

However, Michigan was not all fun and games! 
There were intensive workshops scheduled all week. 
From Thi Chi and Yoga to starting your own business, 
from lesbian health care to herbal medicine, flag foot
ball to drum meditation, feminist politics, fund-raising, 
healing, songwriting and srrategies for beating the big 
boys. Choices! Choices! Choices! Of course, I wanted to 
do it all. My favorite workshop presenter was Kay 
Hagan, feminist author of Fugitive Information. I attended 
three of Kay's workshops and found her witty, brilliant 
and inspiring. I came away renewed and hopeful about 
the role of feminist politics in the 90's. Kay presented a 
vision of an evolving feminism which offers new hope 
for all people. 

I also attended a workshop on Feldenkrais™, a 
guided series of self-paced movements, presenred by Pat 
Buchanan. (Not that right-wing guy with the .fame name!) 
Pat was essential for me as a catalyst for slowing down, 
relaxing and loosening up. 

In case some people may have been bored with the 
134 available workshops, daily and nightly concerts and 
performances, moonlight showers-ya know what? 
There was morel Films' Films! Films! Craft Womyn's 
Bazaar shopping area! Drumming circles, fire circles, 
Gospel Choir rehearsals, Country-Western dance par
ties, Salsa/Merengue dance classes, Womyn of Color 
poerry salon, giant puppet-making, and stilt-walking! 
There's always that quiet space back at your tent site 
with your honey, a brisk hike, a jog, and--{)h yeah
the two 4-hour work shifts. Sal and I both worked in 
the kitchen, helping prepare and serve food to thou
sands of womyn! What a great way to meet as many 
delightful womyn as possible-truly one of the high
lights of the week, as well as an experience of commu
nity at its best. As if all of this isn't enough, you could 
always just mingle--or even try to wipe that contented 
smile off your face as you suffer from terminal euphoria 
in the company of a beautifully diverse community of 
womyn l 

I miss it all. It was idyllic, a taste of utopia, com
munity, harmony. It was both lighthearted and intense, 

exciting and soothing, wild and peaceful. I like to close 
my eyes at night, remembering the many faces of 
womyn, the colors of our skins and hair, the sounds of 
our voices, o"ur accents, our music and singing. I even
rually fall peacefully to sleep, recounting the stars, the 
fields of ferns brushing my legs as I walked. In the dis
tance, I hear the sound of drumming: drumming of 
womyn's hands on taut skins, pounding, pounding, 
pounding out their voices, pounding power, confidence 
and joy. Loud pounding softened by the cool night air. 
Pounding firm and loving power. Pounding excitement, 
hope, comfort. Pounding: we are here together and we 
are cared for and safe--completely. A dream come true, 
and one remembered with tenderness in the bleak mid
winter. 

See you in Michigan '97' 
-Helen 

'lfte Wfiistfe Stop 

Women's Bed and Breakfast 
Niagaril Region, Canada 

905 871-1165 
$6 S/night ind tiding breakfast for two 
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IINot bad" isn't g~ood~ _
 
by Kurt Colborn 

A couple of conversations I've had lately have set 
me to thinking about how often even my good, liberal 
friends are less than supportive ofme as a gay man. That 
shouldn:t be taken to mean they are insensitive, big
oted oafs who tromp on my psyche with their ignorant 
comments. In fact, I think my haste to clarify that is 
part of the problem I see. We are so accustomed to see
ing gay people denounced, that talking to us or about 
us without using hateful rhetotic is seen as positive. But, 
there is a great deal of difference between being posi
tive and merely not being negative. Being positive re
quires a bit mote, and I have discovered I am ready to 
begin asking it of my friends. 

For example, my friend Tim is a wonderful, sensi
tive, and caring man, for whom I've never sensed my 
gayness has been an issue. I feel like a whole person 
around him, as he does not avoid my gayness in dealing 
with me as a friend. However, he recently told me the 
story of when an employee at his photography studio 
decided to come out to him. Tim told him; "I don't care 
who you sleep with, I only care how you work". What 
struck me as Tim related the story was how good he 
seemed to feel about himself for being so liberal. I 
pointed out to him that his response wasn't one I'd re
ally call "positive." He, and some others in the room, 
just didn't get it. 

Tim has a right to be proud of himself for not be
ing bigoted, and for having enough experience with gay 

Christine L. Gagliano, A.C.S.W.. L.S.W. 
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- Private Waiting Area & Voice Mal! 

(814) 836-9622
 
3205 West 26th Street, Suite B, Erie, PA 16506
 

people to be comfortable around them. He knows gay 
people frequently deal with some pretty hateful folks 
who care very much who they sleep with, and I'm sure 
he thought himself to be reassuring his employee by 
distinguishing himself from them. And, I would expect, 
the employee was somewhat relieved to hear that Tim 
wasn't going to respond by firing him. So nothing aw
ful was going to happen, which is a good thing. 

But is it "positive"l 
After, I'm sure, careful deliberation, Jim's employee 

had come out to him. 
He had decided to reveal personal and important 

information about himself, and Tim's response was "I 
don't care." Out of sheer politeness, we wouldn't re
spond that way to someone who revealed they were 
adopted, were having a child of their own, or were about 
to get married. I suggested to Tim that "thanks for trust
ing me enough to tell me," or "Oh, do you have a lover?" 
would have been responses far more validating of the 
gay person's experience. 

I also came out to a friend recently. I know it re
quired careful deliberation. I work with Rick, and while 
I was pretty sure he would receive the news well, one 
can never be really sure. I had made terrible miscalcula
tions before. This time I was right-Rick responded well, 
I guess. But his response was much like that I'd gotten 
from liberal straight friends before, best summarized as 
"So what/ " 

I'd longed to talk to Rick about the loss of my lover 
to AIDS. I wanted to get his perceptions on the appar
ently homophobic environment in which we work. But 
he just said "So what?" to my gayness, and we went on 
to discuss other matters. Somehow, it was supposed to 
make me feel good that this part of my personhood 
would be ignored, as if it were a tumor on the end of my 
nose. No! My gayness is a valued and intrinsic part of 
who I am. I treasure it for the way it shapes my view of 
the world, for the way it enables me to give and receive 
love. It is at best stifling, and at worst painful, to hear 
anyone say that they don't care about it. , 

I trust Tim and Rick enough to know they don t 
really want to ignore my gayness. But their words are 
lagging behind their hearts, and I think they are ready 
for me to let them know. 
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Resource Directory _
 
All phone numbers are areo code 814 unless otherwise noted. Not 011 
resources ore necessarily goy-owned nor serve primarily lesbigay 
people; some may be just gay-friendly 
T = Erie Goy Community News available here! 
c§, = Handicap accessible 

24 Hour Counseling 
Erie Hotline 453-5656 or (800) 628-0190 
Saint Vincent 452-5151 
Family Crisis 456-2014 
Hamot 877-6136 
Victims of Anti-Goy Hate Crimes 1-800-259-1536 

Accommodations, Bed &Breakfasts, Campgrounds 
Camp Davis (412) 637-2402 

311 Redbrush Rd, Boyers PA. Campground 
DunDonold House (800) 260-7227 or (416) 961-9888 

35 DunDonald St, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Bed &breakfast 
Jones Pond Campground (716)567-8100 

9836 Old State Rd, Angelica NY. Adult male camping, 135 sites, water &electric, 
camp store, pool, OJ weekends, theme events 

Rocking Duck Inn (716 )968-3335 
28 Genesee Parkway, Cuba NY. Near Olean, 100 miles from Erie. Gay-owned Bed 
&Breakfast. 

Whistle Stop Bed and Breakfast T (905)871-1265 
Niagara Region, Ontario, Canada. $65/ Night including breakfast for two. 

Bars 
The Embers T 454-9171 

1711 State St, Erie PA. Open Man-Sat 8pm - 2am. live OJ music Wed thru Sat 10 
pm - 2 am. Pool table. Email TheEmbers@aal.com or browse http:// 
members.ao I. co m/The Embers/ 

Leeward Lounge T (216)964-9935 
1022 Bridge St, Ashtabula OH. Open 7days, 7 pm. - 2:30 am, food till :30 am. 
Fri &Sat - $1 cover, half goes into 50-50 drawn at end of night, other half goes to 
person taking cover. AIDS Food Pantry collection site. 

Lizzy Bordon's Port II T 833-4059 
3412 W12th St, Erie PA. Open Man-Sat 9pm-2am. OJ Music. Wed. Country line 
Dancing Fri &Sat-90's Donee Music. Shows on some Fridays. 

Nite Spot T 
20] Winsor, Jamestown, NY. Open Tues-Sun 7 pm . 2am. Closed Mon. DJ Fri & 
Sat 10 pm . 2am. Sun. Drag show, OJ after 9:30 pm, no cover. Nitely specials. 

Sneakers T (716)484-8816 
100 Harrison, Jamestown, NY. Open TueS.-Sun. 2pm to 2am. DJ Fri &Sat 10-2. 

Coffeehouses and Restaurants 
la bello bistro 454-3616 

556 W4th St, Elie PA 
Cup·a·Ccino's T 456-1511 

18 North Park Row, Erie PA. Man-Wed 7:30 am· 11 pm, Thurs-Fri. 7:30 am - 12 
mid., Sat 9am-midnight. Sun 10 amoS pm. Gay-friendly coffeehouse. Nonsmok

ing section, retail srore. Poetry and story nights on alternating Thursdays, live 
music most Saturdays, some Fridays. Wheelchair accessible. Bike rock for cyclists 

Counseling 
Chautauqua Co. Goy Infoline (716)679-3560 
Counseling Center T 898 Park Ave Suite 12, Meadville PA 
David J Johnson MA MS 838-9408 
Family SelVice of Jamestown N.V. (716)488-1971 
Fredonia Office (716)679-3455 

Christine LGagliano LSW 836-9622 
Goy and Lesbian Notional Hotline (6 pm.- 1Tpm. MonAri) .. 
1-888-THE-GLNH (1-888-843-4564) 
Great Lakes Counseling-Ashtobu 10 (216 )992-5995 
Lake Erie Counseling Associates 455-4009 
Family Medicol (Worren PAl 726-3310 
Well Being Center T 838-0123 (Deb Monohon) 

EroticalAdult Bookstores 
Body Language T (888)GAY-PRDE (429-7733) or (216) 251-3330 

3291 W115th St, Cleveland OH 
Filmore News T 2757 W12th St, Erie 
Modern News T T115 Slate St, Erie 

Financial Advice 
Justine RRaker (814)454-5856 or (216)593-6431 

Funding and Fund.raising 
Lambda Foundation (412]521-5444 

P.O. Box 5169, Pittsburgh PA 15206 
Imperial Court 266 Elmwood Ave. Buffalo NY 

Health 
PA Breast Cancer Coalition 455-7833 
Patrick McNamara, lie. Massage Therapist (716 )679-3430 

Info.Lines 
Buffalo (716)883-4750 
Chautauqua County (North) (716)679-3560 
Chautauqua County (South) (716)484-8434 
Cleveland (216) 522-1999 
Goy and Lesbian Notional Hotline (6 pm.- 11 pm. MonAri) .. 
.. 1-888-THE-GLNH (1-888-843-4564) 
Erie 456-9833 
Pittsburgh (412) 422-0114 (M-F 6:30-9:30 pm, Sot 3-6 pm) 
Toronto (416)964-6600 (M-S 7-10 pm) 

Legal 
David Baxter, Esq 774-4163 
Solymosi Low Offices, PC 452 -4473 
John Cooper, Esq 455-3436 

Erie Goy Community News -January 1997 I 7 



18 

Miscellaneous 
Avenue Gifts &Collectibles 454-1629 

1027 East Ave, Erie PA 
Barnes &Noble T 864-6300 

5909 Peach St, Erie PA 
Karen A. McLoughlin 838-4802 

Licensed Esthetician, skin care specialist, facials 8, body treatment 
Movie Stop 453-7696 

1229 State St, Erie PA. Also stores in McKean, Meadville 8, Oil City 
Pal Prescription Pharmacy ......................................•......... 455-8597 

1238 W6th St, Erie PA 
Poppa Ropp's Home Video T .........................................• 734-3014 

Edinboro Mall, Edinboro PA 
Poster Annex 455-1999 

717 Liberty St, Erie PA Poster, prints, cards, ceramic tiles 
Roadhouse Theatre T 456-5656 

145 W12th St, Erie PA 
Roses &Lace Floral &Gifts 838-8518 

3424 Wlake Rd Erie PA 
Talking Leaves T (716) 837-8554 

3158 Main St, Buffalo NY 

Political/Advocacy Organizations 
League of Gay &Lesbian Voters ........ 898-4210 (Dave Mulholland) 

Nonpartisan voters group. Publishes Voters' Guide for elections, voter registration/ 
education, lobbying, advocacy. Meets first Sun. Call for location. Write to LGLV
Erie, PO Box 8083, Erie, PA 16505-0083. Email to Iglverie@ncinter.net 

Publications 
Erie Gay Community News 456-9833 

PO Box 3063, Erie PA 16508-0063. Fax 452-1392, Email egcn@ncinter.net 

Religious Organizations 
Integrity 774-0903 (Dorothy) 
........................................ or 452-3779 (Rev. Kay Johnson, Chaplain) 

AChristia n-based spiritual and support gro up, sponsored by the Episcopalian Church 
that welcomes people of all faiths. Write to Integrity-NWPA, PO Box] 782, Erie, 
PA,16507-1782. 

Unitarian Universalist Congreg of Erie T 864-9300 
7180 New Perry Highway. For Commitment Vows, ask for Terry Kime. 

Social Organizations 
10% Network T (716)484-7285 (John) 

Chautauqua County, NY. Meets 3rd Saturday of the month 7-11 pm at First Unitar
ian Society of Jamestown. No smoking or alcohol. 

Chautauqua NCounty Social Grp (NY) ....... (716) 673-3192 (Vince)
 
.................................................. or NCounty Infoline 716-679-3560 

Social group for lesbigays in northern half of county. Meets 4th Mon 7- 9pm, also 
fish fry 2nd Friday of the month. 

Menspace 456-9833 (Michael) 
Social group for gay/bi men. Meets second Sat (unless otherwise noted), location 
varies. Call 456-9833 for more info or email egcn@ncinter.nel 

Rainbow Connection Fred or Marshall at 726-1808 
Support group, social group, activism, gay rights advocates, AIDS educotion 8, sup
port for Warren, PA and surrounding area. Meets ol1ce a month. Call for meeting 
info. Write to 220 Onandaga Avenue, Warren PA 16365. 

Womynspace Coffeehouse T ~ 454-2713 (Sal) 
An alcohol 8, smoke-free environment for lesbians, with a theme, ropic or activity 
for each month. Meet 1st Sat at 7:30pm. at Unitarian Univ Congreg of Erie. 

Student Organizations!Youth 
Committee in Support of Gay, Lesbian &Bisexual People (CSGLBp, 
Allegheny College, Meadville) T 332-4368 (Nancy) 
............................................................................ or 332-4375 (Erny) 

Acommittee of students, faculty, 8, administrators who work together to educate, 
bring speakers, offer films, and address concerns that relate to gay and lesbian 
issues specific to the Allegheny Community. Write to CSGlBp, Box 186, Allegheny 
College, MeadVille, PA 16335. Email to csglbp@allegedu 

Closet Culture 899-6528 (Mark) 
Focuses on social activities. Open to any lesbian, gay or bisexual 22 or younger in 
Erie or surrounding area. Write to: PO Box 10274, Erie PA 16514-0274. Email 
ClosetCltr@aol.com 

Covenant House Teen Hotline 1-800-999-9999 
Identity ~ .732-3779 (Christie Hudson) 
.................................................. or 732-2555 (Dr. Dave Herendeen) 

Student group for lesbigay 8, allies at Edinboro Univ. Meets every Wed at 8:30pm 
in 125 Hendricks Hall. Write to Identity, rio Dr. Herendeen, Edinboro Univ, Heather 
Hall, Edinboro, PA 16440 

Informal Lesbigay Student Grou p of Erie 
Email tolLSGErie@aol.com 

Jamestown Comm. College Grp T (716)665-5220 ext 204 
.................................................................. or 664-9174 (Greg Rabb) 

Peer counseling 8, support attempting to live fulfilling, open, integrated lives as 
lesbigay people in WNY & NW PA. Open to college 8, non-college people. Meeting 
date, time 8, place vary. Write to JCC, 525 Falconer St, PO Box 20, Jamestown NY 
)4702-0020. Email to Greg at rabbgp@jccw22.ccsunyjcc.edu. 

National Runaway Switchboard 1-800-621-4000 
SUNY-Fredonia GLBSU (716)673-3139 or (716)673-3149 

Meets Tuesdays at 8pm in Williams Center. All welcome. Email to 
gl bsuOOOO@fredonia.edu . 

Teen Hotline (412]771-8336 
Trigon (Penn State Behrend) 898-6030 
.. or (Sue Daley) 898-6164 

For Behrend students, faculty, alumni. Write: CollegeMailroom.Boxl054.Be
hrend College, Station Rd, Erie, PA 16563. Email to Danny at trigon@psu.edu 

Support Groups 
Erie Sisters 

Nonsexual social support group for TV/TS/CD. Monthly meetings on 4th Saturday, 
newsletter, Meetings in even numbered months are social events held at accepting 
establishments. Interview with a club officer required before 1sf mtg. Write: Erie 
Sisters, 1903 W8 St, Suite 261, Erie, PA 16505. 

Lambda Group-Gay AA T 452-2675 
Alcoholics Anon for lesbigays Open discussion. Meers Sunday at 800 pm at Uni
tarian Universalist Congreg of Erie, 7180 New Perry Hiway. Open to aillesbigays 
who think they may have a problem with drugs and/or alcohol. You are not alone. 

Northwast Rainbow Families 868-0069 (Christopher) 
...................................................................... (716) 366-1453 (Judy) 

Support, advocacy, and education group for lesbigay parents and their families; 
play group for kids in western NY, northeast OH, and northwest PA Affiliated with 
Gay and Lesbian Parents Coalition International. Write to: NCRF, PO Box 254, 
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Fredonia. NY 14063. Email to:glpcierie@aol.com 
PFLAG (Porents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) see below 
PFLAG-Ashtabula OH _ (21~)964-3350 

Meets the last !'riday 01 each- month, 7:00 pm., Conlerence Room at Donahoe 
Center, Rt 20 E05I.· Email: ssimmen@interlaced.net 

PFLAG-Du BoisllA _ Karen or John Kressley at 371-8962 
Mtlefs 7pm on 2nd Tues 01 month at St. John's Oklahoma lutheran Clrurch:at the 
corner al Maple Ave &Shaffer Roadin DuBois. Write to PFlAG-DuBois, 1191 hea
sure lake, DuBois fA 15BOlEmllil: pe.aAUtx@aoJ.com 

PFLAG-Erie ;.:......................•, _Elaine 864-11184 
Meets last Sun 01 month 2:00pm at Unitarian·Universmist Congregation 01 Erie. 
Wr~e to PFlAG-Erier/o Unitarian-Universafist Congregation 01 Erie, P(}Box3495, 
Erie, PA 16508. 

PFtAG-Jamesfown (J16[ 488-1264 or 763·1529 
Meets lost Tues ill the month, coli lor site. 

PFlAG·New Castle PA Lois ot (412)652-6893 
Meets 7-9 pm orl3nfThUfs of month at Human Svcs Clr, 130 West North St, New 
Castle. 

Sexual Compulsives Anonymous (SCA) 453-5656 (Erie Hotline) 
Meets Tuesdays 7:30 pm ot Unitarian-Universalist COl1!lregotion of Erie,}l80 New 
Perry Highway. WeD site: hltp;l/WvIW.sm-recovery.ori¥ 

Violence and Domestic Abuse (Women & Men) 
Erie Hospitality House (814)454-8161 
Jamestown -YWCA Alternatives to Violence . 
.......................... Daytime (716}488-2237, evenings (716)48'4-0052. 
Women's Center of Warren &for~ Counties 24 hour Hotline 
(Sexual Assault as well) 800-338~3461J or (814)726-1030 
National Domestic Violence Hotline (800)799-SAFE (7233) 

~IIV/AIDS Directory _ 
National 

AIDS Factline 1-800-324-AIDS 
National AIDS Hotline 1-800-662-608lT 
Spanish AIDS Hot~ne 1-800-344-7432 

Ashtabula OH/Ashtabula County 
HIV+ Support Grp (216)350.2554 

Erie PAiErie County 
Case Manager -Shoron Cooper 456-8849 
Case Manager -Cheryl Weber 825-1085 or 455-3786 
AIDS Action Team (MCn Gannon 871-7233 
AIDS Bereavement Support Group .452-3779 (Kay Johnson) 

Sponsored by HIV/AIDS Outreach Ministry of the Episcopal Cathedral of St. Paul. 
For families, partners, spouses, friends & caregivers with loved ones/friends who 
have died with AIDS. Cofacilitated by The Rev. Canon F. Kay Johnson and Sue 
Kuebler. Meets 1st and 3rd Tues, 8- 9:30 pm. Safe &confidential 

AIDS Network Information 451-6700 
Friends from the Heart 838-0123 [Deb Monohon) 

Direct Client Services. Volunteers helping deliver help with food, rent, transporto
tion, moving and clothing to people with AIDS. Coil to see how you con help. 
Donations greatly appreciated. Meets 2nd Monday of the month at Well Being 

Center, 71 0 B~aumont. 

AlVfAIDS Outreach Ministry of Cath. of St Paul (Episcopal)452-3779 
NW PA Rural AIDS Alliance (Erie Ofc) T 456-8849/18oot4oo-AIDS 

1001 Stole St, Suite 808, Erie PA. Email thematnwpaaitfs@erie.net 
St. Mark's/Catholic Chorities Support Group 6
....._ Cheryl Welrer at 825-1085 or 455-3786 

Open to people of all faiths. Meetings: 2nd & 4th Tues 6:30-8:00 pm (Note winter 
hours!) at Cathalic Charities, St. Ma(k.Cathalic Center, 429 Eost Grandview Blvd. 

J_estown NY/'hautaiiq (0. 
AIDS Community Ser:vic:es T (716)664-7855 
_ Meadville PA/Crawford County 
.case Mantlger - Debbie-Miller (800)359-AIDS . 
Crawford Co. AIDS Coatlfion _ _ 337-3241 
HIV + Support Grps _ Rosemary ~ulmrd at 333-5800 

VenangolForesi (~unty 

Venango-Forest AIDS Support _..................• 1-1180-359-2437 
Case-Manager - Debbie Mnler i ...•....•• ,•.•...•••...•.•.•• (800)35HIDS 

Warren County
 
Case Manager - Deb Monohon _ 83B-()'123
 
Case Manager -Tami Shilling 1(800)359-AIDS or (814}764-6066
 
. tllV/AIDS Counseling and Tesling'rograms (free): 
Free, confidential counseling, testing, ondreferral. . 
(Corry} Erie Co. Dept. of Health 663-3891 
(Erie) Erie Co. Dept. of Health _ 451-6700 
(Erie) Hispanic American-Council T ..__ 451-6700 

. (Erie) MH EDS , 453-6229 or 453-472B 
Jamestown or Buffalo _ _ (716 )847-4520 
Meadville PA _ (814)332-6947 
Pittsburgh : _ (412)578-B332 
Sharon PA. •.•...._••.••••.•••.......••.•.•.......•...•.•......_.•_ (412)983.5150
 
Youngstown OH (216)747-4805
 

HIV/AIDS Anonymous Testing Sites
 
(Ashtabula) Family Planning Assoc ($30) (216)991-5953 
PainesviUe OH (216)354-AIDS 
Pinsburgh AIDS Task Force (412)242-2500 

E-Mail 
To get on our emailing list, all you have to 

do is send an email message with a subject of 
"Subscribe to Mailing List" to us 
(egcn0.ncinter.net). If you hear of an event, 
please also send it to that address and include a 
first line of "Publish EMAIL'. 

Our \Veb Site is our one stop for lesbigay 
local info! http://w"\vw.ncinter.net/-egcn/ 
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... DAVID J. JOHNSON, MS, MA 
LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST· 
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Available by Appointment . 

Northwest PA Rural
 
AIDS Alliance
 

FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL
 
• Case Management . 

• Patient Care . 
Physician, Pharmaceutical, Dental Emergency,
 

HOPWA (Housing) and Nutrtional Supplements
 

• EducationlPrevenflon 
Providing services in Cameron, Garion, Clearfield,
 

Crawford, Elk, Eric, Forest, Jefferson, Lawrence, McKean,
 
Mercer, Venango and Warren Counties
 

1-800-3S9·AIDS or 1-8Q0.400-AlDS 
Northwest Alliance 1001 State, Suite#808 

RD #3, Box 75F Baldwin Bldg 
Clarion PA 16214 Erie pA 16501 

nwpaaids@erie.net 

.The Directors Circle Theatre 
proudly presents 

a night of double comedies directed by Michael Weiss 

Dressing Room Divas 
1505 Seate Street .. Erie. Pd 

by Sal Emmino and Dane Hall 
What itMeryl Streep, Bette 

.Midler, Julie Andrews, Joan 
Collins, Elizabeth Taylorand 
two florists were held Sister Mary Ignatius 
hostage by a very sexy Explains It All For Yougunman? 

by Christopher Durang 

For reservations, 454-0636 
Playing Jan 24-Feb 15 $8 General Admission, $5 Seniors and Students 

.Opening Night Ent~rtainmentby "Windfall" and catered reception by la bella bistro-$25.00 
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